
 
 

This is a digital document from the collections of the Wyoming Water 
Resources Data System (WRDS) Library. 

 
 

For additional information about this document and the document conversion 
process, please contact WRDS at wrds@uwyo.edu and include the phrase 

“Digital Documents” in your subject heading. 
 

To view other documents please visit the WRDS Library online at: 
http://library.wrds.uwyo.edu 

 
 

Mailing Address: 
Water Resources Data System 

University of Wyoming, Dept 3943 
1000 E University Avenue 

Laramie, WY 82071 

Physical Address: 
Wyoming Hall, Room 249 
 University of Wyoming 

Laramie, WY 82071 

Phone: (307) 766-6651 
Fax: (307) 766-3785 

 
 
 

Funding for WRDS and the creation of this electronic document was 
provided by the Wyoming Water Development Commission 

(http://wwdc.state.wy.us) 
 



 

 

 

 

Waterline Replacement Project  

Hanna, Wyoming 

 
 

Environmental Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared for: 

AVI, p.c. 

1103 Old Town Lane, Suite 101 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009 

 

 

 

Prepared by:  

Western EcoSystems Technology, Inc. 

415 West 17th Street, Suite 200 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

 

November 30, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATURAL RESOURCES  SCIENTIFIC SOLUTIONS 



City of Hanna Waterline Replacement Environmental Review 

 

 

 

WEST, Inc. i November 30, 2012 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1.0  Purpose and Need of the Proposal ..................................................................................... 1 

1.1  Project Description (Proposed Action) ............................................................................. 1 

1.2  Purpose and Need of the Proposal .................................................................................. 1 

2.0  Alternatives to the Proposed Action .................................................................................... 1 

3.0  Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences .......................................................... 2 

3.1  Land Use/Important Farmland/Formally Classified Lands ................................................ 2 

3.1.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 2 

3.1.2 Environmental Consequences ................................................................................... 3 

3.1.3  Mitigation .................................................................................................................. 3 

3.2  Floodplains ...................................................................................................................... 3 

3.2.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 3 

3.3  Wetlands ......................................................................................................................... 4 

3.3.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 4 

3.3.2  Environmental Consequences .................................................................................. 4 

3.3.3  Mitigation .................................................................................................................. 5 

3.4  Historic Properties ........................................................................................................... 5 

3.4.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 5 

3.4.2  Environmental Consequences .................................................................................. 5 

3.4.3  Mitigation .................................................................................................................. 5 

3.5  Biological Resources ....................................................................................................... 5 

3.5.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 5 

3.5.2  Environmental Consequences .................................................................................. 5 

3.5.3  Mitigation .................................................................................................................. 7 

3.6  Water Quality Issues ....................................................................................................... 8 

3.6.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 8 

3.7  Socio-Economic/Environmental Justice Issues ................................................................ 8 

3.7.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 8 

3.7.2  Environmental Consequences .................................................................................. 8 

3.8  Air Quality ....................................................................................................................... 8 

3.8.1  Affected Environment ............................................................................................... 8 

3.8.2  Environmental Consequences .................................................................................. 8 

3.8.3  Mitigation .................................................................................................................. 8 

4.0  Summary of Mitigation......................................................................................................... 9 

5.0  Correspondence.................................................................................................................10 

6.0  Exhibits ..............................................................................................................................10 

6.1  Exhibit A: Map of the Proposed Action (see Attachment B) ............................................10 

7.0  References .........................................................................................................................10 

8.0  List of Preparers .................................................................................................................11 

 



City of Hanna Waterline Replacement Environmental Review 

 

 

 

WEST, Inc. ii November 30, 2012 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1. Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species and their Designated and 

Proposed Critical Habitat that Occur in or may be Affected by Actions in the 

Proposed Project Area. .................................................................................................. 6 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1. The area of waterline replacement in Hanna, Wyoming. ............................................. 2 

Figure 2. Land use and land cover in Hanna, Wyoming (USGS NLCD 2006). ........................... 3 

Figure 3. National Wetlands Inventory map of Hanna, Wyoming. ............................................... 4 

 

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Agency Correspondence 

Attachment B: Exhibit A – Map of the Proposed Action Area 

 

 

 



City of Hanna Waterline Replacement Environmental Review 

 

 

WEST, Inc. 1 November 30, 2012 

1.0  Purpose and Need of the Proposal 

1.1  Project Description (Proposed Action) 

The Proposed Action includes replacing existing water distribution lines with the same size lines 

and slightly larger lines. Replacement would occur in areas previously disturbed by construction 

of the original distribution system. Four inch ductile iron pipe (DIP) in the area of Hanna would 

be scheduled for upgrade. DIP in this area would be replaced with 6 inch polyvinyl chloride 

(PVC) pipes. The replacement of water distribution lines would occur in portions of Sections 16, 

17, 18, 19 and 20, Township 22 North, Range 81 West, Carbon County, Wyoming.  

 

The Proposed Action includes a rectangular area of replacement bound by Front Street on the 

South, Main Street to the west, Madison Street to the east and 3rd Street to the north (Figure 1, 

Exhibit A). The Proposed Action includes replacement of several waterlines that offshoot from 

this rectangle, the largest of which extends west northwest from the southeast corner of the 

block, crosses 2nd Street, and runs between 2nd Street and the residential developments north of 

2nd Street extending as far east as Feldspar Court. The remaining offshoots include a small 

segment of line along 3rd Street between Madison and Jefferson Streets, a segment between 3rd 

and 4th Streets, a small segment just south of 2nd Street and west of Madison Street, and 

another slightly longer segment that crosses the intersection of State Highway 75 and 2nd street 

and extends due south to meet the waterline along Front Street (Exhibit A). Activities associated 

with the replacement would include trenching, removing existing pipelines, installation of new 

lines, and backfilling the trenches. This activity would occur within the rectangle and is referred 

to as the Project Area. 

1.2  Purpose and Need of the Proposal 

The current Hanna distribution system is a patchwork of old systems tied together over the past 

century. Several different kinds of pipe material have been used, which complicates repair work. 

Pipe replacement in Hanna will reduce leaks and line failures. Existing distribution lines have 

deteriorated and the Town of Hanna is faced with ongoing service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses to repair leaks and line breaks.  

2.0  Alternatives to the Proposed Action 

Because the Proposed Action is to replace the current water distribution system, the only 

reasonable alternative is the No Action alternative. The No Action alternative would result in the 

reoccurring maintenance resulting in similar activities as the Proposed Action, which include 

excavation and backfilling. 
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Figure 1. The area of waterline replacement in Hanna, Wyoming. 

 

 

3.0  Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences 

3.1  Land Use/Important Farmland/Formally Classified Lands 

3.1.1  Affected Environment  

The lands affected by the Proposed Action are transitional grasslands within the city that have 

previously been disturbed and contain the existing pipelines. According to correspondence with 

the Natural Resources Conservation Service, dated August 13, 2012, the Proposed Action will 

not result in any permanent conversion of irrigated agricultural land to non-agricultural use. As 

such the Proposed Action will not adversely impact prime farmland. According to the US 

Geologic Survey National GAP Protected Areas Data Viewer (USGS 2012), there are no 

formally classified lands affected by the Proposed Action. 

 

An attempt was made to create a NRCS soil survey map; however, data were not available for 

the town of Hanna. The NRCS web soil survey mapping tool is available online at 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/. Land use land cover data also supported the findings 



City of Hanna Waterline Replacement Environmental Review 

 

 

WEST, Inc. 3 November 30, 2012 

of the NRCS that the proposed action will not adversely impact farmland (Figure 2; USGS 

National Landcover Database [NLCD] 2006). 

 

 
Figure 2. Land use and land cover in Hanna, Wyoming (USGS NLCD 2006). 

 

3.1.2 Environmental Consequences  

The Proposed Action would result in short-term disturbance of vegetation and soil along the 

distribution system. Long-term effects, either beneficial or adverse, are unlikely. The Proposed 

Action would not result in any change to the current land use. 

3.1.3  Mitigation 

Mitigation measures include the replacement of the original soil after waterline replacement and 

the revegetation of disturbed land. 

3.2  Floodplains 

3.2.1  Affected Environment 

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood map for the Town of 

Hanna, no floodplain will be affected by the Proposed Action (FEMA 1975). FEMA maps for 

Hanna are available online; downloadable GIS information was not available to create a map.  
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3.3  Wetlands 

3.3.1  Affected Environment  

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) reviewed maps and aerial photographs of the 

Proposed Action and determined that the entire permit area is an upland environment with no 

aquatic resources present. Therefore, the USACE determined the affected area does not 

contain any waters of the United States as defined at 33 CFR Part 328.3(a). In addition to 

consultation with the USACE, WEST reviewed National Wetlands Inventory data which further 

supports the finding that the Proposed Action does not affect wetlands (Figure 2; United States 

Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS] National Wetland Inventory 2004). 

 

 
Figure 3. National Wetlands Inventory map of Hanna, Wyoming. 

 

3.3.2  Environmental Consequences 

The USACE determined that the proposed waterlines replacement activity would not require any 

discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States.  
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3.3.3  Mitigation 

Any expansion of the construction activity beyond the area as defined on the maps provided 

could require authorization. The USACE should be consulted if planned activities change. 

3.4  Historic Properties 

3.4.1  Affected Environment  

The Proposed Action occurs on land previously disturbed during the original placement of the 

waterlines.  

3.4.2  Environmental Consequences  

The Wyoming State Parks and Cultural Resources State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

was consulted, and a response was received on August 22, 2012. The SHPO determined that 

there was a low probability of the area containing historic properties, but acknowledged that 

there is a potential that buried prehistoric or historic materials may be discovered during the 

Proposed Action. 

3.4.3  Mitigation 

The SHPO suggests that work in the area should halt immediately if any cultural materials are 

discovered during the Proposed Action. If cultural materials are found, the federal agency and 

SHPO staff should be contacted, and the materials be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist or 

historian that meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (48 FR 

22716, Sept. 1983).  

3.5  Biological Resources 

3.5.1  Affected Environment  

The environment affected by the Proposed Action primarily includes the vegetation and soils 

along the waterlines. The vegetation type consists of a transitional grasslands within the city. 

3.5.2  Environmental Consequences  

The Wyoming office of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) suggested the 

availability of habitat for several species protected or candidates for protection under the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA 1973) be considered (Table 1). Of these species, two species 

were examined in more detail due to the available habitat surrounding the town of Hanna: black-

footed ferret and greater sage-grouse. Montane forests are not present in the vicinity of the 

Proposed Action, and wetlands are not likely to be affected by the Proposed Action; therefore 

the other endangered, threatened, and candidate species are unlikely to be affected. 
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Table 1. Endangered, Threatened, and Candidate Species and their Designated and Proposed 
Critical Habitat that Occur in or may be Affected by Actions in the Proposed Project Area. 

Species Scientific Name Status habitat 

Availability of 
Habitat in the 
Area of 
Replacement 

black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes Endangered Prairie dog towns 

no prairie dog 
towns in the area 
of Proposed Action 

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis Threatened Montane forests habitat not present 

bonytail Gila elegans Endangered Riverine habitat 
downstream of 
Wyoming in the 
Yampa, Green, and 
Colorado River 
systems 

No wetland habitat 
affected by the 
Proposed Action 

Colorado pikeminnow Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered 
humpback chub Gila cypha Endangered 

razorback sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered 

least tern Sterna antillarum Endangered 

Riverine habitat 
downstream of 
Wyoming in the 
Platte River system 

No wetland habitat 
affected by the 
Proposed Action 

pallid sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus Endangered 
piping plover Charadrius melodus Threatened 
western prairie fringed 

orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened 
whooping crane Grus americana Endangered 

Ute ladies’-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened 

Seasonally moist 
soils and wet 
meadows of 
drainages below 
7,000 ft. elevation 

No wetland habitat 
affected by the 
Proposed Action 

greater sage-grouse 
Centrocercus 

urophasianus Candidate 
sagebrush 
communities 

habitat surrounds 
Hanna, but all 
Proposed Action 
will occur within 
city limits 

yellow-billed cuckoo 
(western) Coccyzus americanus Candidate 

Riparian areas west 
of Continental 
Divide habitat not present 

 

Black-footed Ferret 

To determine the potential for black-footed ferret to be affected by the Proposed Action, a site 

visit was conducted by Mrs. Gretchen Norman, a WEST Ecologist, on September 21, 2012. 

During this site visit, it was determined that no prairie dog towns are located along the area of 

Proposed Action. As such, black-footed ferrets are unlikely to be impacted by the Proposed 

Action. 

 

Greater Sage-grouse 

Sagebrush communities are located on the periphery of the town of Hanna, but all Proposed 

Actions occur within city limits. No sagebrush habitat will be altered by the Proposed Action; 

therefore, greater sage-grouse, a sagebrush obligate species, is unlikely to be affected by the 

Proposed Action. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is in concurrence with this 

assessment, stating in their August 15, 2012, letter “We have no terrestrial wildlife concerns 

pertaining to this proposed waterline replacement project”. 

 

In addition to a list of endangered, threatened, and candidate species, the USFWS provided a 

list of priority species not protected under the ESA: pygmy rabbit, white-tailed prairie dog, 
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Wyoming pocket gopher, and mountain plover. Pygmy rabbits are sagebrush obligate species, 

requiring tall, dense sagebrush cover. The Proposed Action would not affect pygmy rabbit 

habitat, therefore pygmy rabbits are unlikely to occur within the affected environment. As 

previously stated, no prairie dog towns are located in the area of replacement. Relatively little is 

known about the Wyoming pocket gopher; however, the sparse data available indicates that this 

species prefers dry, gravelly ridges (Keinath and Beauvais 2006). Additionally, the only 

confirmed sightings of Wyoming pocket gophers in Carbon County are considerably west of 

Hanna (Keinath and Beauvais 2006). The Proposed Action is unlikely to affect the Wyoming 

pocket gopher as suitable habitat for this species is not available in the Area of Replacement. 

Mountain plovers prefer open flat areas and are often associated with prairie dog towns; due to 

the lack of habitat this species is unlikely to be effected by the Proposed Action. 

 

The USFWS also provided information regarding birds protected under the Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act (MBTA 1918) and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA 1940), including a 

list of migratory bird species of management concern in Wyoming. Given the locale of the 

Proposed Action, which occurs in previously disturbed land in the town of Hanna, these species 

are unlikely to be affected by the Proposed Action. 

 

While the Proposed Action would cause the removal of some vegetation, the affected 

environment consists of previously disturbed land within the town of Hanna. The vegetation 

removed and/or disturbed by the Proposed Action does not provide unique or critical wildlife 

habitat. The removal of the vegetation resulting from the Proposed Action is unlikely to result in 

long-term destabilization of soils and increased erosion, due to the limited area of disturbance 

and revegetation.  

 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD), in their letter dated August 15, 2012, stated 

that the agency had no terrestrial wildlife concerns pertaining to this proposed waterline 

replacement project. WGFD suggested several Best Management Practices (BMPs) to avoid 

impacts to aquatic resources; however, aquatic resources are unlikely to be affected by the 

Proposed Action per the USACE. 

3.5.3  Mitigation 

It is not expected that mitigation would be warranted by the Proposed Action; however, WGFD 

provided several BMPs to minimize the impacts to the aquatic resources of nearby waterways: 

 

 Accepted BMPs be implemented to ensure that all sediments and other pollutants are 

contained within the boundaries of the work area. Disturbed areas that are contributing 

sediment to surface waters as a result of project activities should be promptly 

revegetated to maintain water quality. 

 Equipment should be serviced and fueled away from streams and riparian areas. 

Equipment staging areas should be at least 300 feet from riparian areas. 

 Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) is a priority for the State of 

Wyoming, and in many cases, the intentional or unintentional spread of organisms from 

one body of water to another would be considered a violation of State statute and 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commission Regulations. To prevent the spread of AIS, we 

recommend the following: 
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o If equipment has been used in an area known to contain AIS or suspected to 

contain AIS, the equipment will need to be inspected by an authorized AIS 

inspector certified in the state of Wyoming prior to its us in any Wyoming water. If 

AIS are found, the equipment will need to be decontaminated. 

o Decontamination may consist of either 

1) Drain all water from equipment and compartments, clean equipment of all 

mud, plants, debris, or animals, and dry equipment for 5 days in summer 

(June, July, and August); 18 days in spring (March, April, and May) and 

Fall (September, October, and November), or 3 days in winter 

(December, January, and February) when temperatures are at or below 

freezing. 

2) Use a high pressure (3500 psi) hot water (140°F) pressure washer to 

thoroughly was equipment and flush all compartments that may hold 

water. 

3.6  Water Quality Issues 

3.6.1  Affected Environment  

The Proposed Action occurs in upland habitat, no waterways will be affected by the Proposed 

Action. 

3.7  Socio-Economic/Environmental Justice Issues 

3.7.1  Affected Environment  

The Proposed Action occurs throughout the town of Hanna.  

3.7.2  Environmental Consequences  

The Proposed Action will not result in disproportionately adverse effects on low-income and 

minority populations. 

3.8  Air Quality 

3.8.1  Affected Environment 

The Proposed Action could have the potential to affect the air quality in the town of Hanna and 

the surrounding area.  

3.8.2  Environmental Consequences  

No significant emissions from the Proposed Action are anticipated per the Wyoming Department 

of Environmental Quality Division of Air Quality (DAQ) in their letter dated August 22, 2012. The 

DAQ provided a subsequent letter, dated August 24, 2012 that suggested that waterlines/mains 

may contain suspect material for asbestos. 

3.8.3  Mitigation 

Prior to disturbance of suspect material for asbestos, a thorough inspection for asbestos is 

required.  
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4.0  Summary of Mitigation 

Mitigation measures include the replacement of the original soil after waterline replacement and 

the revegetation of disturbed land.  

 

The USACE suggested any expansion of the construction activity beyond the area as defined 

on the maps provided could require authorization, and the USACE should be consulted if 

planned activities change.  

 

The SHPO suggests that work in the area should halt immediately if any cultural materials are 

discovered during the Proposed Action. If cultural materials are found, the federal agency and 

SHPO staff should be contacted, and the materials be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist or 

historian that meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards (48 FR 

22716, Sept. 1983).  

 

WGFD provided several BMPs to minimize the impacts to the aquatic resources of nearby 

waterways: 

 

 Accepted BMPs be implemented to ensure that all sediments and other pollutants are 

contained within the boundaries of the work area. Disturbed areas that are contributing 

sediment to surface waters as a result of project activities should be promptly 

revegetated to maintain water quality. 

 Equipment should be serviced and fueled away from streams and riparian areas. 

Equipment staging areas should be at least 300 feet from riparian areas. 

 Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) is a priority for the State of 

Wyoming, and in many cases, the intentional or unintentional spread of organisms from 

one body of water to another would be considered a violation of State statute and 

Wyoming Game and Fish Commission Regulations. To prevent the spread of AIS, we 

recommend the following: 

o If equipment has been used in an area known to contain AIS or suspected to 

contain AIS, the equipment will need to be inspected by an authorized AIS 

inspector certified in the state of Wyoming prior to its us in any Wyoming water. If 

AIS are found, the equipment will need to be decontaminated. 

o Decontamination may consist of either 

1) Drain all water from equipment and compartments, clean equipment of all 

mud, plants, debris, or animals, and dry equipment for 5 days in summer 

(June, July, and August); 18 days in spring (March, April, and May) and 

Fall (September, October, and November), or 3 days in winter 

(December, January, and February) when temperatures are at or below 

freezing, or 

2) Use a high pressure (3500 psi) hot water (140°F) pressure washer to 

thoroughly was equipment and flush all compartments that may hold 

water. 

 

A thorough inspection for asbestos is required prior to disturbance of suspect material for 

asbestos to mitigate any potential adverse effect on air quality. 
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5.0  Correspondence 

WEST sent a letter requesting comment regarding the Proposed Action to the Wyoming Field 

Offices of the NRCS, ASACE, Wyoming SHPO, USFWS, WGFD, and the Wyoming DEQ 

(Attachment A).  

 

All agency response letters are provided in Attachment A. The USFWS comments focused on 

the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act), 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq, the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), 16 U.S.C. 703, and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 

(BGEPA), 16 U.S.C. 668. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department provided comments 

relating to the general wildlife. The USACE regulates the placement of dredged and fill material 

into waters of the United States in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 

U.S.C. 1344) and provided comments regarding the associated regulations published in the 

Code of Federal Regulations as 33 CFR Parts 320 through 332. The NRCS provided comments 

pertaining to the Agriculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-98), which contains the 

Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA), Subtitle I of Title XV, Section 1539-1549. The Wyoming 

DEQ provided comments pertaining to the Wyoming Environmental Quality and the Wyoming 

Air Quality Standards and Regulations. 

6.0  Exhibits  

6.1  Exhibit A: Map of the Proposed Action (see Attachment B) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL & STATISTICAL CONSULTANTS 

415 W. 17
th

 Street, Suite 200, Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 Phone: 307-634-1756  www.west-inc.com  Fax: 307-637-6981  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 9, 2012 

 

 

Todd Heward 

US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Federal Building 

P.O. Box 33124 

100 East B St., 3rd Floor 

Casper, Wyoming 82602-5011 

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Martinez, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water 

system and identify the areas proposed for replacement.  

 

I am requesting information on the possible effect of the proposed project on important farmland 

and prime rangeland and any recommendations you have to minimize or avoid these effects. I 

am also seeking your assessment of the compatibility of the proposed project with State and 

local government or any private programs and policies to protect important farmland.   

 

The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the USEPA 

Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive Orders that 
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apply in federal financial assistance.  We are contacting you to ensure this project complies with 

applicable authorities under your agency's jurisdiction. 

 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist 

 



  

 

~NRCS 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
100 East B Street. Room 3124 
P.O. Box 33124 
Casper, Wyoming 82602 

August 13,2012 

United States Department of Agriculture 

West Inc, Environmental & Statistical Consultants 
Attn: Gretchen Norman, Ecologist 
415 W. I til Street, Su ite 200 
Cheyenne, WY 8200 1 

Dear Ms. Norman: 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the Hanna and Elmo Waterline 
Replacement Project proposa l received August 13, 20 12. 

The Agricu lture and Food Act of 1981 , (Public Law 97-98) contain ing the Farmland Protection Policy 
Act (FPPA)-Subtitle I ofTitie XV, Section 1539-1549, is intended to min imize the impact federa l 
programs have on the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. 
Projects are subject to FPPA requirements if they may irreversib ly convert fa rmland (directly or 
indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a federal agency or with assistance from a federal 
agency. 

It does not appear there will be any permanent conversion of irrigated agricultural land to non-agricu ltural 
use based on the information you provided. As such, we do not believe the work wi ll adversely impact 
prime farm land. 

If you have any questions, or need to discuss th is comment, please contact Jenny Castagno at (307) 233-
6761. 

Sincerely, 

~JtA J4/k-&dJ~ 
ASTRID MARTINEZ 
State Conservationist 

Helping People Help the Land 
An Eqllal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
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August 9, 2012 

 

 

Mathew Bilodeau 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District 

2232 Dell Range Blvd., suite 210 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009-4942 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bilodeau, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water 

system and identify the areas proposed for replacement. All proposed construction activities will 

occur north of the wetlands delineated along the Big Ditch drainage. The delineation was 

prepared for the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Abandoned Mine Land 

Division in conjunction with the Big Ditch Project 7F-6 in October 20, 2008. 

 

I am contacting you to ensure this project complies with applicable authorities under your 

agency's jurisdiction. I am requesting that you review the project for potential impacts and 

provide any recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these effects. I would also 

appreciate receiving any information regarding additional review requirements that your agency 

may have. The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the 
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USEPA Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive 

Orders that apply in federal financial assistance.   

 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist 

 



  

 

 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Wyoming Regulatory Office 

Ms. Gretchen Nonnan 
West, Inc. 
4 15 W. lih Street, Suite 200 
Cheyelme, Wyoming 82001 

Dear Ms. Nonnan: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT 

WYOMING REGULATORY OFFICE 
2232 DELL RANGE BOULEVARD, SUITE 210 

CHEYENNE WY 82009-4942 

August 14, 2012 

This letter is in response to infonnation we received from you on August 10,2012, 
conceming Department of the Anny authorization to undertake replacement of water distribution 
lines in portions of Sections 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20, Township 22 North, Range 81 West, Carbon 
County, Wyoming. 

The U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers regulates the placement of dredged and fill material 
into waters of the United States in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. 1344). The term "waters of the United States" has been broadly defined by statute, 
regulation, and judicial interpretation to include all waters that were, are, or could be used in 
interstate COllUnerce such as streams, reservoirs, lakes and adjacent wetlands. The Corps 
regulations are published in the Code oj Federal Regulations as 33 CPR P31ts 320 through 332. 
Infonnation on Section 404 program requirements in Wyoming can be obtained from our web 
site at http: //www.nwo.usace.anny.millhtmllod-lwv/Wyoming.htm. 

We have reviewed the maps you provided and aerial photographs. We detennined that 
the entire pennit area is an upland enviromnent with no aquatic reso urces present. Therefore, the 
affected area as defined by you does not contain any waters of the United States as defined at 33 
CPR Part 328.3(a). 

[n the March 28, 2000, edition of the Federal Register (Vol. 65, No. 60), the Corps 
implemented an administrative appeals process for jurisdictional detenninations. This letter 
serves as an approved jurisd ictional detennination. The landowner and other affected parties 
may appeal any detennination to the Northwestern Division Appeals Officer, Ms. Mary 
Hoffman, by obtaining a Notification of Administrative Appeal Options and Process (NAO) 
fonn at our website. Section "0" of the NAO explains the procedures for appeal. The NAO 
fonn must be submitted to Ms. Hoffman at the address shown on the NAO fonn prior to 
October 15, 2012, or forfeit the right to an administrative appeal. 

As a result of this analysis, we detennined that Department of the Anny authorization is 
not required for the proposed water lines replacement activity because it would not require any 



  

 

 

discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States. Any expansion of the 
construction activity beyond the area as defined on the maps you provided could require 
authorization. This detennination does not eliminate requirements to obtain any other applicable 
federal, state, tribal , or local pennits. 

Thank you for your interest in cooperating with requirements of the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers' regulatory program. Please contact Ms. Jesse Fernandes at (307) 772-2300 and 
reference file NWO-20 12-0 1976 if yo u have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

(~thFw1':lilod~~' tJl~ 
Program Manager 
Wyoming Regulatory Office 

The Omaha DiSlrict, Regulatory Branch, Wyoming Regulatory Offi..::e is committed to providing qunlity and timely 
sen ice to our customers. In an efrort to impro .... e customer service, please take a moment to complete a Customer 

Service Survey found on our , .... cb site at http://www.nwo.usace.army.miVhlmllod-rwy/survey.htm Paper copius of 
the survey are also available upon request for those without I IlICl11et access. 
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August 9, 2012 

 

 

Mary Hopkins 

Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office 

2301 Central Avenue 

Barrett Building, Third Floor 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 

 

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Hopkins, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water 

system and identify the areas proposed for replacement.  

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission requests the assistance of your office in 

identifying historic properties that are listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places and that may be affected by the project. Please provide me any 

recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these impacts, to properties that may be 

affected.  

 

The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the USEPA 

Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive Orders that 
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apply in federal financial assistance.  We are contacting you to ensure this project complies with 

applicable authorities under your agency's jurisdiction. 

 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist 

 



  

 

--
ARTS. PARKS. State Historic Preservation Office 

BarreU Building, 3rd Floor 

HISTORY. 
Wyoming State Parks & Cultural Resources 

August 22, 2012 

Gretchen Norman, Ecologist 
WEST, [nco 
4 15 W. 17th Street, Suite 400 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

2301 Central Avenue 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
Phone: (307) 777-7697 
Fax: (307) 777-6421 
hUp :/Iwyoshpo. state. wy. us 

re: Wyoming Water Development Commission, Phased Waterline Replacement in Hanna, WY 
(SHPO File # 08 12RLC006) 

Dear Ms. Norman: 

Thank you for consulting with the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
regarding the above referenced undertaking. Following 36 CFR Palt 800, we find that the 
proposed undertaking is in an area of previous disturbance and has a low probability of 
containing hi storic properties, as defined in 36 CFR § 800.16(1)( 1). No further identifi cation 
efforts are warranted . 

There is a possibi lity that buried prehistoric or historic materials may be discovered during the 
undertaking and we recommend the U.S.D.A Rural Utilities Service and/or the Environmental 
Protection Agency incorporate the fo llowing stipulation in the project permit: 

If any cultural materials are discovered during construction, work in the area should halt 
immediately, the federal agency and SHPO staff be contacted, and the materials be evaluated 
by an archaeologist or historian meeting the Secretary of the Interior' s Professional 
Quali fication Standards (48 FR 22716, Sept. 1983). 

This letter should be retained in your files as documentation of a SHPO concurrence with your 
finding of no historic properties affected . Please refer to SHPO project #08 12RLC006 on any 
future correspondence regarding this undertaking. If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 307-777-5497. 

Sincerely, 

Richard L. Currit 
Senior Archaeologist 

Matthew H. Mead, Governor 
Milward Simpson, Director 
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August 9, 2012 

 

 

Mark Sattelberg 

USFWS Wyoming  

5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Sattelberg, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water 

system and identify the areas proposed for replacement.  

 

The proposed project does not represent a “major construction activity” as defined in 50 CFR 

402.02. I am requesting a list of any Federally-listed or proposed threatened or endangered 

species and designated or proposed critical habitat that may be present in the project area. In 

addition, please advise me of any present concerns you may have related to possible effects of 

the project listed above on such species or critical habitat, as well as any other wildlife 

concerns.  

 

The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the USEPA 

Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive Orders that 
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apply in federal financial assistance.  We are contacting you to ensure this project complies with 

applicable authorities under your agency's jurisdiction. 

 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist 

 



  

 

United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
06E13000/wY12SL0331 

Gretchen Norman, Ecologist 
WEST, Inc. 
415 W. 17'h Street, Suite 200 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

Dear Ms. Norman: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Ecological Services 
5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A 

Cheyenne, WY 82009 

SEP 12 2012 

Thank you for your letter and maps of August 9, 2012, received in our office on August 10, 
regarding the proposed replacement of existing water distribution lines located in I-Ianna and 
Elmo in Carbon County, Wyoming (Project). The Project includes replacing existing water 
distribution lines with the same size lines and slightly larger lines. Replacement will occur in 
areas prcviously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system. 

You have requested information regarding species listed under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (Act), 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. Tn response to your request, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service) is providing recommendations for protective measures for threatened, 
endangered and candidate species in accordance with the Act. We are also providing 
recommendations conceming migratory birds in accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(MBTA), 16 U.S.C. 703, and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA), 16 U.S.C. 
668. Wetlands are afforded protection under Executive Orders 11990 (wetland protection) and 
11988 (floodplain management), as well as section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Other fish and 
wildlife resources are considered nnder the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended, 16 
U.S.C. 661 et seq., and the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 742a-742j. 

The Service has transitioned to a new online system to deliver species lists: the Information, 
PlatU1ing, and Consultation (!PaC) system. To obtain a current list of endangered, threatened, 
proposed, and candidate species and their designated and proposed critical habitat that occur 
within the boundaries of or may be affected by actions associated with your proposed Project, 
please visit our website at http://ecos,fws.gov/ipac/. The system will provide you with an 
immediate response to your species list request. The response will also include information 
regarding other Service trust authorities. 

lil accordance with section 7(c) of the Act, we have determined that the following species or 
their designated habitat may be present in the proposed Project area. We would appreciate 



  

 

receiving information as to the current status of each of these species within the proposed Project 
area. 

Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and Candidate Species 
And Their Designated and Proposed Critical Habitat That Occur 
In or May Be Affected by Actions in the Proposed Project Area 

September 2012 

Species/Critical Scientific Name Status Habitat 
Habitat 

Black-footed Ferret Mustela nigripes Endangered Prairie dog towns 

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis Threatened Montane forests 

Colorado River Fish Riverine habitat 

• Bony tail, Gila elegans Endangered downstream of Wyoming 

• Coloradn Pikeminnow, Ptychocheilus lucius Endangered in the Yampa, Green, and 

• Humpback Chub, Gila cypha Endangered 
Colorado River systems 

• Razorback Sucker Xyrauchen texanus Endangered 

Platte River Species Riverine habitat 

• Least Tern (Interior Sterna antillarum Endangered downstream of Wyoming 

Population), in the Platte River system 

• Pallid Sturgeon, Scaphirhynchus Endangered 
albus 

• Piping Plover, Charadrius melodus Threatened 

• Western Prairie Platanthera Threatened 
Fringed Orchid, praeclara 

• Whooping Crane G rus ame ricana Endangered 

Ute Ladies' -tresses Spiranthes diluvialis Threatened Seasonally moist soils 
and wet meadows of 
drainages below 7,000 ft. 
elevation 

Greater Sage-grouse Centrocercus Candidate Sagebrush communities 
urophasianus 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus Candidate Riparian areas west of 
(Western) americanus Continental Divide 

Black-footed Ferret: Black-footed ferrets (Mustela nigripes) may be affected if prairie dog 
towns are impacted. Please be aware that black-footed ferret surveys are no longer 
recommended in black-tailed prairie dog towns statewide. If white-tailed prairie dog towns or 
complexes greater than 200 acres will be disturbed, please contact our office to determine if 
surveys for ferrets are recommended. Surveys may be recommended even if onl y a portion of 
the white-tailed prairie dog town or complex will be impacted. According to the Service's 
Black-Footed Ferret Survey Guidelines, a prairie dog complex consists of two or more 
neigbboring prairie dog towns less than 7 kilometers (4.3 miles) from each other. We encourage 
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project proponents to protcct all prairie dog towns or complexes for their value to the prairie 
ecosystem and the many species that rely on them. We further encourage you to analyze 
potentially disturbed prairie dog towns for their value to future black-footed ferret reintroduction. 

Canada Lynx: In Wyoming, Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) live in subalpine/coniferous 
forests of mixed age and structural classes. Mature forests with downed logs and windfalls 
provide cover for denning sites, escape, and protection from severe weather. Early to mid
successional forests with high stem densities of conifer saplings provide optimal habitat for the 
lynx's primary prey, the snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus). Snowshoe hares reach their highest 
densities in regenerating forests that provide visual cover from predators and thermal cover. To 
benefit lynx, habitats should retain an overstory for concealment and forested connectivity 
between feeding, security, and denning habitats. 

Historically, lynx were observed in every mountain range in Wyoming. The majority of lynx 
observations presently occur in western Wyoming in the Wyoming and Salt River ranges and 
north through the Tetons and Absaroka ranges in and around Yellowstone National Park. 
Numerous records have also come from the west slope of the Wind River Range, with fewer 
observations in the Bighorn and Uinta mountains. Critical habitat for the Canada lynx (50 CFR 
17.95(a» has been designated for portions of Fremont, Lincoln, Park, Sublette, and Teton 
Counties, including parts of Yellowstone National Park and the Bridger-Teton and Shoshone 
National Forests. For additional information see Federal Register notice (74 FR 8615; February 
25, 2009). Maps of the critical habitat and more detailed location information are available at 
http://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/species/mammals/lynx/. 

Colorado River FisWDepletions: Formal interagency consultation under section 7 of the Act is 
required for projects that may lead to depletions of water from any system that is a tributary to 
the Colorado River. Federal agency actions resulting in water depletions to the Colorado River 
system may affect the endangered bony tail (Gila elegans), Colorado pikemillllow (Ptychocheilus 
lucius), humpback chub (Gila cypha), and razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) and their 
habitat downstream in the Green and Colorado River systems. In addition, upstream depletions 
may contribute to the destruction or adverse modification of designated critical habitat for these 
four species. Critical habitat is designated for Colorado River Fish in Colorado and Utah in 
downstream riverine habitat in the Yampa, Green, and Colorado River systems (see 50 CFR 
17.95(e» 

In general, depletions include evaporative losses and/or consumptive use of surface or 
groundwater within the affected basin, often characterized as diversions less return flows. 
Project elements that could be associated with depletions include, but are not limited to, ponds 
(detention/recreation/irrigation storage/stock watering), lakes (recreation/irrigation 
storage/municipal storage/power generation), reservoirs (recreation/irrigation storage/municipal 
storage/power generation), hydrostatic testing of pipelines, weBs, dust abatement, diversion 
structures, and water treatment facilities. Any actions that may result in a water depletion should 
be identified. The document should include an estimate of the amount and timing of average 
annual water use (both historic and new uses) and methods of arriving at such estimates; location 
of where water use or diversion occurs, as specifically as possible; if and when the water will be 
returned to the system; and the intended use of the water. Depending upon the details of the 

3 



  

 

 

project, the Service may have more specific questions regarding the potential consumptive use of 
water. 

The Service, in accordance with the Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery Program, 
adopted a de minimis policy, which states that water-related activities in thc Upper Colorado 
River Basin that result in less than 0.1 acre-foot per year of depletions in flow have no effect on 
the Colorado River endangered fish species, and thus do not require consultation for potential 
effects on those species. Similarly, detention basins designed to detain runoff for less than 72 
hours, and temporary withdrawals of water outside of critical habitat (c.g., for hydrostatic 
pipeline testing) that return all the water to the same drainage basin within 30 days, are 
considered to havc no effect and do not require consultation. 

Platte River Species: If the proposed action may lead to consumptive use of water or have the 
potential to affect water quality in the Platte River System, there may be impacts to threatened 
and endangered species inhabiting the downsU'eam reaches of this river system. For more 
information on how to seek coverage under the Act for water-related activities through the Platte 
River Recovery Implementation Program, please visit our web site at 
http://www .fws. gov /platteri ver. 

Ute Ladies'-tresses: Ute ladies' -tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis) is a perennial orchid, 8 to 20 
inches tall, with white or ivory flowers clustered into a spike arrangement at the top of the stem. 
Ute ladies' -tresses typically blooms from late July through August. However, it may bloom in 
early July or still be in flower as late as early October, depending on location and climatic 
conditions. Ute ladies' -tresses is endemic to moist soils near wetland meadows, springs, lakes, 
and perennial streams wherc it colonizes early successional point bars or sandy edges. The 
elevation range of known occurrences is 4,200 to 7,000 feet (although no known populations in 
Wyoming occur above 5,500 feet). Soils where Ute ladies'-tresses have been found typically 
range from fine silt/sand, to gravels and cobbles, as well as to highly organic and peaty soil 
types. Ute ladies'-tresses is not found in heavy or tight clay soils or in extremely saline or 
alkaline soils. Ute ladies'-tresses typically occurs in small, scattered groups fonnd primarily in 
areas where vegetation is relatively open. 

Many orchid species take 5 to 10 years to reach reproductive maturity; this appears to be true for 
Ute ladies'-tresses (FR 57 2048). Furthermore, reproductively mature plants do not flower every 
year. For these reasons, 2 to 3 years of surveys are necessary to determine presence or absence 
of Ute ladies'-U·csses. Surveys should be conducted by knowledgeable botanists trained in 
conducting rare plant surveys. 

Species of Conservation Concern 

Greater Sage-gronse: The Service has determined that the greater sage~grouse (Centrocercus 
urophasianus) warrants listing under the Act, but the development of a proposed listing rule is 
precluded by other higher priority listing actions. As a result, the greater sage-grollse has been 
placed on the list of candidate species. Candidates are reviewed 3lIDually to determine if they 
continue to warrant listing or to reassess their listing priority. Ideally, sufficient threats can be 
removed to eliminate the need for listing, in which case sage-grouse would no longer be a 
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Pygmy Rabbit: The pygmy rabbit (Brachylagus idahoensis) is the smallest member of the 
Leporidae (rabbit) family and it occurs in portions of many western states including 
southwestern Wyoming. Pygmy rabbits are sagebrush obligate species that are primarily found 
in areas with deep soils that support dense big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) communities, 
often where other species of sagebrush and forbs occur as well. Conversion of sagebrush 
grasslands, habitat ti'agmentation, fire, invasive plants, and overgrazing are considered potential 
threats to pygmy rabbits. We encourage planners to analyze project areas for potential effects to 
pygmy rabbits and their habitats. Project planning measures that retain large tracts of suitable 
habitat and corridors to adjacent habitat will aid in the conservation of this species. 

White-tailed Prairie Dog: The white-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys leucurus) is approx imately 
13 to 15 inches long and weighs 1 to 3 pounds. It is a small, stout rodent within the squirrel 
family. White-tailed prairie dogs have a short, white-tipped tail, large eyes, a blackish-brown 
cheek patch above and below each eye, and a tan-brown pelt. They typically inhabit moderately 
sloped grasslands, desert' grasslands, and shrub lands at altitudes ranging from 5,500 to 9,800 feet. 
While the white-tailed prairie dog occurs over much of its historic range, colonies are more 
widely dispersed and population sizes have declined. The white-tailed prairie dog inhabits areas 
across western and central Wyoming, northwest Colorado, northeastern Utah, and a small area in 
south-central Montana. The majority of the range of this species is encompassed by Wyoming. 

We encourage the conservation of prairie dog colonies for their value to the many species that 
rely on them. Prairie dogs serve as the primary prey species for the black-footed ferret (Mustela 
nigripes) and several raptors, including the golden eagle (Aguila chrysaetos) and ferruginous 
hawk (Buteo regalis). Prairie dog colonies and burrows also provide shelter or nest sites for 
species like tbe mountain plover (Charadrius mOn/anus) and the burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia). Please note we are currently updating our list of black-footed ferret 'block-cleared 
areas' - areas of prairie dog colonies for which black-footed ferret surveys are no longer 
required. If white-tailed prairie dog towns or complexes greater than 200 acres will be distlU'bed, 
please contact our office to determine if surveys for ferrets are recommended. 

Wyoming Pocket Gopher: Wyoming pocket gopbers (Thomomy.l' clu.l'ius) are powerfully built 
mammals, characterized by a heavily muscled head without a noticeable neck, strong front limbs 
with long nails llsed for digging, small ears, small eyes, and fur-lined cheek pouches used to 
carry food. Adult Wyoming pocket gophers typically have a body length (not including the tail) 
of 4.4 to 5.3 inches, and a weight of 1.6 to 2.5 ounces. The Wyoming pocket gopher is 
genetically Lmique from other pocket gopbers in Wyoming and can be differentiated from other 
pocket gophers in its geographical range by being smaller and paler, with a yellow cast to the 
coat, especially in younger animals. The dorsal coat is uniform in color, and the margins of the 
ears are fringed with whitish hairs. 

Very few individuals have been captured to date, with all occurrences in Sweetwater and Carbon 
COLUlties. The Wyoming pocket gopher is believed to OCCLU' primarily in small 'islands' of low or 
sparsely vegetated areas found interspersed within sagebrush habitats. These islands are 
characterized by baving less big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata), more winterfal 
(Krascheninnikovia lanata), more Gardner's saltbush (Atriplex gardneri), more bare soil, less 
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litter, and fewer surface rocks than the surrounding area. For more information, please visit the 
Wyoming Natural Diversity Database website at http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/wvndd/. 

Monntain Plover: On May 12, 2011 , the Service announced the decision to withdraw the 
proposed listing of the mountain plover (Charadrius montanus) as a threatened species under the 
Act (76 FR 27756). The mountain plover is a migratory, terrestrial shorebird averaging 
8 inches (21 centimeters) in body length. Mountain plovers are light brown above and white 
below, but lack the contrasting band characteristic of other plovers. They feed on invertebrates, 
primarily beeties, crickets , and ants. Mountain plovers arrive at their breeding grounds in the 
western Great Plains and Rocky MOlmtain states in the spring. Southbound migration is 
prolonged, starting in late June and continuing through October. 

We encourage project planners to develop and implement protective measures if mountain 
plovers, or suitable mountain plover habitat, occur within project areas. Measures to protect the 
mountain plover ii'om further decline may include: (1) avoidance of suitable habitat during the 
plover nesting season (April 10 through July 10), (2) prohibition of ground disturbing activities 
in prairie dog towns, and (3) prohibition of any permanent above ground structures that may 
provide perches for avian predators or deter plovers from using preferred habitat. Suitable 
habitat for nesting mountain plovers includes grasslands, mixed grassland areas and short-grass 
prairie, shrub-steppe, plains, alkali flats, agricultural lands, cultivated lands, sod farms, and 
prairie dog towns. 

Migratory Birds: The MBTA, enacted in 1918, prohibits the taking of any migratory birds, 
their parts, nests, or eggs, except as permitted by regulations, and cloes not require intent to be 
proven. Section 70:3 of the MBTA states, "Unless and except as permitted by regulations ... it 
shall be unlawful at any time, by any means or in any manner, to ... take, capture, kill, attempt to 
take, capture, or kill, or possess ... any migratory bird, any part, nest, or eggs of any such bird ... " 
The BGEPA prohibits knowingly taking, or taking with wanton disregard for the consequences 
of an activity, any bald or golden eagles or their body parts, nests, or eggs, which includes 
collection, molestation, disturbance, or killing. Work that could lead to the take of a migratory 
bird or eagle, their young, eggs, or nests (for example, if you are going to erect new roads, or 
power lines in the vicinity of a nest), should be coordinated with our office before any actions are 
taken. 

Removal or destruction of such nests, or causing abandonment of a nest could constitute 
violation of one or both of the above statutes. Removal of any active migratory bird nest or nest 
tree is prohibited. For golden eagles, inactive nest permits are limited to activities involving 
resonrce extraction or human health and safety. Mitigation, as determined by the local Service 
field office, may be required for loss of these nests. No permits will be issued for an active nest 
of any migratory bird species, unless removal of an active nest is necessary for reasons of human 
health and safety. Therefore, if nesting migratory birds are present on, or near the project area, 
timing is a significant consideration and needs to be addressed in project planning. 

If nest manipulation is proposed for this project, the project proponent should contact the 
Service's Migratory Bird Office in Denver at 303-236-8171 to see if a permit can be issued for 
this project. No nest manipulation is allowed without a permit. If a permit carmot be issued, the 
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project may need to be modified to ensure take of a migratory bird or eagle, their young, eggs or 
nest will not occur. 

The Service's Wyoming Field Office has compiled a list of Migratory Bird Species of High 
Federal Interest (Enclosure) ti'om the ongoing work among State and Federal agencies, non
governmental organizations, and the interested public that produced the Wyoming Bird 
Conservation Plan, This list will now serve as our list of Migratory Bird Species of Management 
Concern in Wyoming, in place of the previous list based on the Migratory Nongame Birds of 
Management Concern in the United States: the 1995 List. 

EaglelRaptor: Enclosed please find OLlr general recommendations for the protection of eagles 
and other raptor species, We strongly encourage project proponents to fully implement the 
protective measures described in the enclosures in order to help ensure compliance with the 
META and the BGEPA. We are also available to assist you in developing a project specific plan 
to address the MBTA and BGEPA concerns, 

WetlandslRiparian Areas: Wetlands or ripariml areas may be impacted by the proposed 
project. Wetlands perform significant ecological functions which include: (1) providing habitat 
for numerous aquatic and terrestrial wildlife species, (2) aiding in the dispersal of floods, (3) 
improving water quality through retention and assimilation of pollutants from storm water 
runoff, and (4) recharging the aquifer, Wetlands also possess aesthetic and recreational values, 
If wetlands may be destroyed or degraded by the proposed action, those wetlands in the project 
area should be inventoried and fully described in terms of their functions and values, Acreage of 
wetlands, by type, should be disclosed and specific actions should be outlined to avoid, 
minimizc, and compensate for all unavoidable wetland impacts, 

Riparian or streamside areas are a valuable natural resource and impacts to these areas should be 
avoided whenever possible, Riparian areas are the single most productive wildlife habitat type in 
North America, They support a greater variety of wildlife than any other habitat. Riparian 
vegetation plays an important role in protecting streams, reducing erosion and sedimentation as 
well as improving water quality, maintaining the water table, controlling flooding, and providing 
shade and cover. In view of their importance and relative scarcity, impacts to riparian areas 
should be avoided, Any potential, tmavoidable encroachment into these m'eas should be further 
avoided and minimized, Unavoidable impacts to streams should be assessed in terms of their 
functions and values, linear feet and vegetation type lost, potential effects on wildlife, and 
potential effects on bmlk stability and water quality, Measures to compensate for unavoidable 
losses of riparian areas should be developed and implemented as part of the project. 

Plans for mitigating unavoidable impacts to wetland and ripm'ian areas should include mitigation 
goals and objectives, methodologies, time frames for implementation, success criteria, and 
monitoring to determine if the mitigation is succcssful. Thc mitigation plan should also include a 
contingency plan to be implemented should the mitigation not bc successful. In addition, 
wetland restoration, creation, enhancement, andlor preservation does not compensate for loss of 
stremn habitat; streams and wetlands have different functions and provide different habitat values 
for fish and wildlife resources, 
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Best Management Practices (BMPs) should be implemented within the project area wherever 
possible. BMPs include, but are not limited to, the following: installation of sediment and 
erosion control devices (e.g., silt fences, hay bales, temporary sed iment control basins, erosion 
control matting); adequate and continued maintenance of sediment and erosion control devices to 
insure their effectiveness ; minimization orthe construction di sturbance area to further avoid 
streams, wetlands, and riparian areas; location of equipment staging, fue ling, and maintenance 
areas outside of wetlands, streams, riparian areas, and floodplains; and re-seeding and re-planting 
of riparian vegetation nati ve to Wyoming in order to stabi lize shorelines and streambanks. 

For our internal tracking purposes, the Service would appreciate notification of any decision 
made on thi s project (such as issuance of a permit or signing of a Record of Decision or Decision 
Memo). Notification can be sent in writing to the letterhead address or by electronic mail to 
FW 6 _Federal_Activities _ Cheyenne@fws.gov. 

We appreciate your efforts to ensure the conservation of endangered, threatened, and candidate 
species and migratory bi"rds. If you have questions regarding this letter or your responsibilities 
under the Act and/or other authorities or resources described above, please contact Lynn Gemlo 
of my office at the letterhead address or phone (307) 772-2374, extension 228. 

Enclosures (2) 

R. Mark Sattel berg 
Field Supervisor 
Wyoming Field Office 

cc: WGFD, Non-game Coordinator, Lander, WY (B. Oakleaf) 
WGFD, Statewide Habitat Protection Coordinator, Cheyenne, WY (M. Flanderka) 
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Migratory Bird Species of Management Concern in Wyoming 
(Migratory Birds of High Federal Interest) 

Based on the Wyoming Bird ConserVlltion Plan (Cerovski et al. 2(00) 
May 2, 2002 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming Field Office, 
5353 Yellowstone Road - Suite 308A, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009 

The Wyoming Field Office of the U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has compiled the 
following list trom the ongoing work among State and Federal agencies, non-governmental 
organizations, and the interested public that produced the Wyoming Bird Conservation Plan, 

Enclosure 1 

This list will now serve as our list of Migratory Bird Species of Management Concern in 
Wyoming, in place of the previous list based on the Migratory Nongame Birds of Management 
Concern in the United States: the 1995 List. The Wyoming Bird Conservation Plan identified 
priority species based on a number of criteria (see below) using the best information available for 
these generally un-studied species, In many cases, this list reflects identified threats to habitat 
because no information is available on the species population trends. In some cases it reflects 
identified population declines though no causal factors have been identified. 

The following tables and explanatory text are taken directly from the Wyoming Bird 
Conservation Plan (Cerovski et al. 2000). For more information on this listing process, this 
report is available from our Wyoming Field Office, 5353 Yellowstone Road, Suite 308A, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82009; or Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD), Nongame 
Branch, 260 Buena Vista, Lander, Wyoming 82520. 

Table 1. Level I Species (Conservation Action). Species clearly needs conservation action. 
Includes species of which Wyoming has a high percentage of and responsibility for the breeding 
population, and the need for additional knowledge through monitoring and research into basic 
natural history, distribution, etc. 

PIF 
Species Scorefl Alb PT' Primary Habitat Type(s) 

Mountain Ploverd 28 4 3 Shortgrass Prairie, Shrub-steppe 
Trumpeter Swan 26 3 3 Wetlands 
Sage Grouse 26 5 3 Shrub-steppe 
McCown's Longspur 26 3 2 Shortgrass Prairie, Shrub-steppe 
Baird's Sparrow 26 2 3 Shortgrass Prairie 
Ferruginous Hawk 23 4 3 Shrub-steppe, Shortgrass Prairie 
Brewer's Sparrow 23 5 5 Shrub-steppe, Mountain-foothills 

Shrub 
Wilson's Phalarope 22 3 5 Wetlands 
Franklin's Gull 22 3 3 Wetlands 
Sage Sparrow 22 5 2 Shrub-steppe, Mountain-foothills 

Shrub 



  

 

Table 1. Level I Species (Conservation Action), continued. 

PIF 
Species Scorea Alb PTe Primary Habitat Type(s) 

Swainson's Hawk 21 3 3 PlainslBasin Riparian 
Long-billed Curlew 21 2 3 Shortgrass Prairie 
Short-eared Owl 20 3 3 Shortgrass. Prairie 
Northern Goshawk 19 4 3 High Elevation Conifer, 

Mid Elevation Conifer, Aspen 
Peregrine Falcon 19 3 3 Specialized (cliffs) 
Burrowing Owl 19 3 4 Shortgrass Prairie 
Forster's Tern 19 2 3 Wetlands 
Bald Eagle 18 3 3 Montane Riparian, 

PlainslBasin Riparian 
Upland Sandpiper 18 2 2 Shortgrass Prairie 
Black Tern 18 3 3 Wetlands 
Whooping Crane nla nla nla Wetlands 
Piping Plover nla nla nla Wetlands, Aquatic 

" From the PIF Priority Database (Carter et aI. 1997). 
b AI' Area Importance (from the PIF Priority Database, Carter et aI. 1997). 
, PT' Population Trend (from the PIF Priority Database, Carter et aI. 1997). 
d Species in all capital letters previously appeared on the Service's 1995 list. 
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Table 2. Level II Species (Monitoring). The action and focus for the species is monitoring. 
Includes species of which Wyoming has a high percentage of and responsibility for the 
breeding population, species whose population trend is unknown, species that are peripheral 
for breeding in the habitat or state, or species for which additional knowledge is needed. 

PIF 
Species Score tl Alb PTe Primary Habitat Type(s) 

Calliope Hummingbird 23 5 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 
Montane Riparian 

Lewis' Woodpecker 23 3 3 Low Elevation Conifer, 
Plains/Basin Riparian 

Cassin's Kingbird 22 3 3 .Tuniper Woodland, 
Plains/Basin Riparian 

Lark Bunting 22 4 4 Shortgrass Prairie, Shrub-steppe 
American White Pelican 21 3 3 Aquatic 
Williamson's Sapsucker 21 3 3 Mid Elevation Conifer 
Black-backed Woodpecker 21 3 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 

High Elevation Conifer 
Gray Flycatcher 21 3 3 .Tuniper Woodland, 

Mountain-foothills Shrub 
Juniper Titmouse d 21 3 3 Juniper Woodland 
Dickcissel 21 3 3 Shortgrass Prairie 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 21 2 3 Shortgrass Prairie 
Harlequin Duck 20 3 3 Montane Riparian 
Snowy Plover 20 3 3 Wetlands 
Black-chinned Hummingbird 20 2 3 Plains/Basin Riparian, 

Shrub-steppe 
Rufous Hummingbird 20 2 3 Mid Elevation Conifer 
Red-naped Sapsucker 20 3 2 Aspen 
Three-toed Woodpecker 20 4 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 

High Elevation Conifer 
Willow Flycatcher 20 3 4 Montane Riparian, 

Plains/Basin Riparian 
Hammond's Flycatcher 20 2 3 High Elevation Conifer with 

Aspen, Montane Riparian 
Cordilleran Flycatcher 20 3 3 Montane Riparian, 

Mid Elevation Conifer 
Pygmy Nuthatch 20 3 3 Low Elevation Conifer 
Marsh Wrcn 20 3 4 Wetlands 
American Dippel' 20 3 3 Montane Riparian 
Plumbeous Vireo 20 3 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 

Low Elevation Conifer 
Townsend's Warbler 20 3 3 High Elevation Conifer, 

Mid Elevation Conifer 
Dusky Flycatcher 19 3 2 Low E levation Conifer, Aspen, 

Mountain-foothills Shrub 
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Table 2. Level II Species (Monitoring), continued. 

PIF 
Species Scorefl Alb PT' Primary Habitat Type(s) 

Western Bluebird 19 3 3 Juniper Woodland, 
Low E levation Conifer 

Sage Thrasher 19 5 2 Shrub-steppe 
Grasshopper Sparrow 19 3 5 Sholigrass Prairie, Shrub-steppe 
Bobolink 19 2 3 Shortgrass Prairie, Shrub-steppe 
Common Loon 18 3 3 Wetlands 
Black-billed Cuckoo 18 2 3 PlainslBasin Riparian 
Red-headed Woodpecker 18 2 3 PlainslBasin Riparian, 

Low Elevation Conifer 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 18 3 3 PlainslBasin Riparian 
Eastern Screech-Owl 18 3 3 PlainslBasin Riparian 
Western Screech-Owl 18 3 3 PlainslBasin Riparian 
Great Gray Owl 18 3 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 

High Elevation Conifer 
Boreal Owl 18 3 3 High Elevation Conifer 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird 18 2 2 Montane Riparian, PlainslBasin 

Western Scrub-Jay d 

Riparian, Mid Elevation Conifel' 
18 3 3 Juniper Woodland 

Loggerhead Shrike 18 3 3 Shrub-steppe 
Vesper Sparrow 18 5 4 Shrub-steppe 
Lark Sparrow 18 3 4 Shrub-steppe 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 17 3 3 High Elevation Conifer 
MacGillivray's Warbler 17 3 1 Montane Riparian, 

PlainslBasin Riparian 
Ash-throated Flycatcher d 16 2 3 Juniper Woodland 
Bushtit d 16 3 3 Juniper Woodland 
Brown Creeper 16 3 3 Mid Elevation Conifer, 

High Elevation Conifer 
Merlin 15 3 3 Low Elevation Conifer 

Sprague's Pipit nla nla nla Grassland, PlainslBasin Riparian, 
Shortgrass Prairie 

Barn Owl nla nla nla Shortgrass Prairie, Urban 
White-faced Ibis nla nla nla Wetlands, Aquatic 
American Bittern nla nla o/a Wetlands, Aquatic 
Common Tern nla nla nla Wetlands, Aquatic 
Purple Martin nla nla n/a Wetlands, AquaticlBasin Riparian, 

Montane Ri~al'ian 

" Prom the PIP Priority Database (Carter et a!. 1997). 
b AI' Area Importance (from the PIF Priority Database). 
, PT' Population Trend (li'om the PIF Priority Database). 
d Nicholoff, S. 2002. Wyoming Bird Conservation Plan, Version 1.1. Wyoming Partners In 

Flight and Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Lander. In press. 
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Wyoming Partners In Flight Process for Prioritizing Species 

Wyoming Partners In Flight participants developed the current list of priority species based on a 
combination of the seven criteria in the national Partners In Flight Priority Database (Carter et al. 
1997). This database serves as a defensible method of prioritizing both species and habitats in 
need of conservation. The criteria include Wyoming-dependent and Wyoming-independent 
factors. The Wyoming-independent criteria are constant over a species' range and do not vary 
for each species. The Wyoming-dependent criteria were the key components used to prioritize 
species and their conservation action needs. In the absence of any more rigorous statewide 
surveys, Breeding Bird Survey data dating back to 1968 were used to determine population 
trends in Wyoming. 

Criteria 

Within each criterion below, a species was given a rank score ranging from I to 5, with 1 being 
the least critical rank and 5 the most critical. Each ranked species could potentially receive a low 
score of7 and a high score of35 . However, setting conservation goals based only on total score 
could be misleading; therefore, each total score was reviewed in conjunction with its component 
parts. In Wyoming, species were initially ranked using total score, area importance, and 
population trend. 

1. Relative Abundance (RA) - The abundance of a bird, in appropriate habitat within its entire 
range, relative to other bird species. This criterion gives an indication of a species' vulnerability 
to withstand cataclysmic environmental changes. A low score would indicate a higher relative 
abundance, therefore reducing the risk of complete extirpation from losses in one or more 
regions. Higher scores indicate a lower relative abundance, thus more vulnerability to drastic 
losses or population changes. 

2. Breeding Distribution (BD) - A relative measure of breeding range size as a proportion of 
North America (defined as the main body of the continent, excluding Greenland, through 
Panama and the islands of the Caribbean, comprising an area of22,059,680 km2 [National 
Geographic Society 1993]), and as such it provides an index of a species' vulnerability to 
random environmental events. High scores indicate localized breeding, thus a higher likelihood 
of serious decline from drastic environmental changes. Low scores indicate wide breeding 
distribution, therefore less likelihood of extirpation. Used for breeding birds only. 

3. Non-breeding Distribution (ND) - A relative measure of non-breeding, or winter, range size 
as a proportion of North America, and as such it provides an index ofa species' vulnerability to 
random environmental events. High scores indicate localized distribution on the non-breeding 
grounds. Low scores indicate wide distribution on the non-breeding grounds, therefore less 
likelihood of extirpation. Used for wintering birds only. 

4. Threats on Breeding Grounds (TB) - The abi lity of a habitat in an area to support 
populations ofa species in that area. Two factors are considered here: I) each species' 
demographic and ecological vulnerability (the potential inability ofa species to recover from 
population loss by normal reproductive effort due to low reproductive rate, high juvenile 
mortality, or both; and the level of ecological specialization of a species and, hence, its potential 
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inability to withstand environmental change), and 2) habitat loss or disruption (a combination of 
the amount of habitat or conditions necessary for survival and reproductive success that has been 
lost since 1945, and the amount that is anticipated to be lost in the future). High scores indicate 
either a large loss of habitat or a species that is an extreme ecological specialist. Low scores ' 
indicate a stable or increasing habitat or a species that is an ecological generalist. Used for both 
breeding and wintering birds. 

5. Threats on Non-breeding Grounds (TN) - Range-wide threats on non-breeding, or winter, 
grounds. This is scored using the same criteria as threats on breeding grounds but reflects non
breeding issues, including migratory habitat. Used for wintcring birds only. 

6. Population Trend (PT) - The overall population trend of each species assigned 
independently for each state, province, or physiographic area. This criterion must meet two 
thresholds, reliability and magnitude, to warrant either a very high or very low score. When 
possible, a score was assigned using BBS data, which incorporated a population trend 
uncertainty score based on the statistical validity ofthc BBS data (i.e. a species must be detected 
on a minimum of 14 BBS routes per state for population trends to have statistical significance). 
This criterion was chosen to alert managers to species with modest, but certain, population 
declines. 

7. Area Importance (AI) - The abundance of a species within a state, province, or 
physiographic area relative to its abundance throughout its range. This criterion helps direct 
conscrvation efforts toward areas that are most important to a species' survival. Area 
Importance is scored locally; therefore, high scores indicate that a large proportion of the 
species' breeding or winter range occurs in Wyoming, or a species is using a habitat that is only 
available in Wyoming. Low scorcs indicate that a small proportion of the species' range occurs 
in Wyoming, or the preferred habitat is widespread across its range. Used for both breeding and 
wintering birds. 

Priority Species 

Priority bird species in Wyoming were identified from the PIF Priority Database (Carter et al. 
1997) and by qualitative, informed decisions. Those species with a total score of 18 or above, 
Area Importance (AI) of 3 or above, andlor Population Trend (1'T) of 3 or above from the 
database, or with a total score less than 18 but of significant local interest were identified as the 
highest priority species. However, as more information becomes available, the highest priority 
species for Wyoming may change, as this is a dynamic database that allows for updated 
information to be periodically inserted and reviewed. The primary habitat type or types required 
for breeding were identified for each species to determine the highest priority habitat types for 
the state. 

Literature Cited 
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Enclosure 2 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office 

Protections for Raptors 
Raptors, or birds of prey, and the majority of other birds in the United States are protected by the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, 16 U.S.C. 703 (MBTA). A complete list of migratory bird species can be found in the Code of 
Federal Regulations at 50 CFR 10.13. Eagles are also protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 
16 U.S.C. 668 (Eagle Act). 

The MBTA protects migratory birds, eggs and nests from possession, sale, purchase, barter, transport, import, 
export, and take. The regulatory definition of take, defined in 50 CFR 10.12, means to pursue, hunt, shoot, 
wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect a migratory 
bird. Activities that result in the unpermitted take (e.g., result in death, possession, collection, or wounding) of 
migratory birds or their eggs are illegal and fully prosecutable under the MBTA. Removal or destruction of 
active nests (i.e. , nests that contain eggs or young), or causing abandonment of an active nest, could constitute a 
violation of the MBTA, the Eagle Act, or both statutes. Removal of any active migratory bird nest or any 
structure that contains an active nest (e.g .. tree) where such removal resul ts in take is prohibited. Therefore, if 
nesting migratory birds are present on or near a project area, project timing is an important consideration during 
project plmming. As discussed below, the Eagle Act provides additional protections for bald and golden eagles 
and their nests. For additional information concerning nests and protections under the MBTA, please see the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Migratory Bird Permit Memorandum, MBMP-2. 

The Service's Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office works to raise public awareness about the possible 
occurrence of birds in proposed project areas and the risk of violating the MBTA, while also providing guidance 
to minimize the likelihood that take will occur. We encourage you to coordinate with our office before 
conducting actions that could lead to the take of a migratory bird, their young, cggs, or active nests (e.g., 
construction or other activity in the vicinity of a nest that could result in a take). If nest manipulation is 
proposed for a project in Wyoming, the project proponent should also contact the Service's Migratory Bird 
Office in Denver at 303·236-8171 to see if a permit can be issued. Permits generally are not issued for an active 
nest of any migratory bird species, unless removal of the nest is necessary for human health and safety. If a 
permit carmot be issued , the project may need to be modified to ensure take of migratory birds, their young or 
eggs will not occur. 

For infrastructure (or facilities) that have potential to cause direct avian mortality (e.g., wind tll1'bines, guyed 
towers, airports, wastewater disposal facilities, transmission lines), we recommend locating structures away 
from high avian-use areas such as those used for nesting, foraging, roosting or migrating, and the travel zones 
between high-use areas. If the wildlife survey data availabJe for the proposed project area and vicinity do not 
provide the detail needed to identify normal bird habitat use and movements, we recommend collecting that 
information prior to determining locations for any infrastructure that may create an increased potential for avian 
mortalities. We also recommend contacting the Service's Wyoming Ecological Services office for project
specific recommendations. 

Additional Protections for Eagles 
The Eagle Act protections include provisions not included in the MBTA, such as the protection of unoccupied 
nests and a prohibition on disturbing eagles. Specifically, the Eagle Act prohibits knowingly taking, or taking 
with wanton disregard for the consequences of an activity, any bald or golden eagle or their body parts, nests, 
chicks or eggs, which includes collection, possession, molestation, disturbance, or killing. The term "disturb" is 
defined as "to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, based on the 
best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, by snbstantially 
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltcring behavior, or (3) nest abandonment, by substantially 
interfering witb normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior" (50 CPR 22.3 and see also 72 PR 31132). 
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The Eagle Act includes limited exceptions to its prohibitions through a permitting process. The Service has 
issued regulations concerning the permit procedures for exceptions to the Eagle Act's prohibitions (74 FR 
46836), including permits to take golden eagle nests which interfere with resource development or recovery 
operations (50 CFR 22.25). The regulations identify the conditions under which a permit may be issued (i.e. , 
status of eagles, need for action), application requirements, and other issues (e.g., mitigation, monitoring) 
necessary in order for a permit to be issued. 

For additional recommendations specific to Bald Eagles please see our Bald Eagle information web page 
(http://www.fws.gov/wyominges/Pages/Species/Species_SpeciesConcernlBaldEagle.html). 

Recommended Steps for Addressing Raptors in Project Planning 
Using the following steps in early project planning, agencies and proponents can more easily minimize impacts 
to raptors, streamline plamling and permitting processes, and incorporate measnres into an adaptive 
management program: 

1. Coordinate with appropriate Service offices, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Tribal 
governments, and land-management agencies at the earliest stage of project planning. 

2. Identify species and distribution of raptors occurring within the project area by searching existing data 
sources (e.g., Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Fcdcralland-management agencies) and by 
conducting on-site surveys. 

3. Plan and schedule short-ternl and long-term project disturbances and human-related activities to avoid 
raptor nesting and roosting areas, particularly during crucial breeding and wintering periods 

4. Determine location and distribution of important raptor habitat, nests, roost sites, migration zones and, 
if feasible, available prey base in the project impact area. 

5. Document the type, extent, timing, and duration of raptor activity in important use areas to establish a 
baseline of raptor activity. 

6. Ascertain the type, extent, timing, and duration of development or human activities proposed to occur, 
and the extent to which this differs from baseline conditions. 

7. Consider cumulative effects to raptors from proposed projects when added to past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable actions. Ensure that project mitigation adequately addresses cumulative effects 
to raptors. 

8. Minimize loss of raptor habitats and avoid long-term habitat degradation. Mitigate for unavoidable 
losses of high-valued raptor habitats, including (but not limited to) nesting, roosting, migration, and 
foraging areas. 

9. Monitor and document the status of raptor populations and, if feasible, their prey base post project 
completion, and evaluate the success of mitigation efforts. 

10. Document meaningful data and evaluations in a format that can be readily shared and incorporated 
into wildlife databases (contact the Service' s Wyoming Ecological Services office for details). 

Protection of nesting, wintering (including communal roost sites), and foraging activities is considered essential 
to conserving raptors. In order to promote the conservation of migratory bird populations and their habitats, 
Federal agencies should implement those strategies directed by Executive Order 13186, "Responsibilities of 
Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory Birds" (66 FR 3853). 

Recommended Seasonalaud Spatial Buffers to Protect Nesting Raptors 
Because many raptors arc particnlarly scnsitive to disturbance (that may result in takc) during the breeding 
season, we recommend implementing spatial and seasonal buffer zones to protect individual nest sites/territories 
(Table 1). The buffers serve to minimize visual and auditory impacts associated with human activities near nest 
sites. Ideally, buffers would be large enough to protect existing nest trees and provide for alternative or 
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replacement nest trees. The size and shape of effective buffers vary depending on the topography and other 
ecological characteristics surrounding the nest site. In open areas where there is little or no forested 01' 

topographical separation, distance alone must serve as the buffer. Adequate nesting buffers will help ensure 
activities do not take breeding birds, their young or eggs. For optimal conservation benefit, we recommend that 
no temporary or permanent surface occupancy occur within species-specific spatial buffer zones. For some 
activities with very substantial auditory impacts (e.g., seismic exploration and blasting) or visual impacts (e.g., 
tall drilling rig), a larger buffer than listed in Table 1 may be necessary, please contact the Service's Wyoming 
Ecological Services office for project specific recommendations on adequate buffers. 

As discussed above, for infrastructure that may create an increased potential for raptor mortalities, the spatial 
buffers listed in Table 1 may not be sufficient to reduce the incidence of raptor mortalities (for example, if a 
wind turbine is placed outside a nest disturbance buffer, but inadvertently still within areas of normal daily or 
migratory bird movements) ; therefore, please contact the Service's Wyoming Ecological Services office for 
project specific recommendations on adequate buffers. 

Buffer recommendations may be modified on a site-specific or projcct-specific basis based on field observations 
and local conditions. The sensitivity of raptors to disturbance may be dependent on local topography, density of 
vegetation, and intensity of activities. Additionally, individual birds may be habituated to varying levels of 
disturbance and human-induced impacts. Modification of protective buffer recommendations may be 
considered where biologically supported and developcd in coordination with the Service's Wyoming Ecological 
Services Field Office. 

Bccause raptor nests arc often initially not identified to species (e.g., preliminary aerial surveys in winter), we 
first recommend a generic raptor nest seasonal buffer guideline of January 15th 

- August 15th
. Similarly, for , 

spatial nesting buffers, until the nesting species has been confirmed, we recommend applying a I-mile spatial 
buffer around the nest. Once the raptor species is confirmed, we then make species-specific and site-specific 
recommendations on seasonal and spatial buffers (Table 1). 

Activities should not occur within the spatial/seasonal buffer of any nest (occupied or unoccupicd) when raptors 
are in the process of courtship and nest site selection. Long-term land-use activities and human-use activities 
should not occur within the species-specific spatial buffer of occupied nests. ShOit-term land use and human
use activities proposed to occur within the spatial buffer of an occupied nest should only proceed during the 
seasonal buffer after coordination with the Service, State, and Tribal wildlife resources management agencies, 
and/or land-management agency biologists. If, after coordination, it is determined that due to human or 
environmental safety or otherwise unavoidable factors, activities require temporary incursions within the spatial 
and seasonal buffers, those activities should be planned to minimize impacts and monitored to determine 
whether impacts to birds occurred. Mitigation for habitat loss or degradation should be identified and planned 
in coordination with applicable agencies. 

Please contact the Service's Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office if you have any questions regarding the 
status of the bald eagle, permit requirements, or if you require technical assistance regarding the MBTA, Eagle 
Act, or the above recommendations. The recommended spatial and seasonal buffers are voluntary (unless made 
a condition of permit or license) and are not regulatory, and they do not supersede provisions of the MBTA, 
Eagle Act, Migratory Bird Permit Memorandum (MBMP-2), and Endangered Species Act. Assessing legal 
compliance with the MBTA or the Eagle Act and the implementing regulations is ultimately the authority and 
rcsponsibility of the Service's law enforcement personnel. Our recommendations also do not supersede Federal, 
State, local, or Tribal regulations or pennit conditions that may be more restrictive. 
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Table 1. Service's Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office's Recommended Spatial and Seasonal 
Buffers for Breeding Raptors 

Raptors of Conservation Concern (see below for more information) 

Common Name Spatial buffer (miles) Seasonal butl"er 
Golden Eagle 0.50 January 15 - July 31 
Fenuginous Hawk 1.00 March 15 - July 31 
Swainson's Hawk 0.25 April 1 - Allgllst 31 
Bald Eagle see Bald Eagle information web page' 
Prairie Falcon 0.50 March 1 - August 15 
Pcregrine Falcon 0.50 March 1 - August 15 
Short-eared Owl 0.25 Marchl5- August 1 
Burrowing Owl 0.25 April 1 - Septembcr 15 
Nor(hern Goshawk 0.50 April 1 - August 15 

Additional Wvominl! Rantors 
Common Name Spatial buffer (miles) Seasonal buffer 
Osprey 0.25 April 1 - August 31 
Cooper's Hawk 0.25 March 15 - August 31 
Sharp-shiImed Hawk 0.25 March 15 - August 31 
Red-tailed Hawk 0.25 Febmary 1 - August 15 
Rough-legged Hawk (winter resident only) ---- ----

N or(hern Harrier 0.25 April 1 - August 15 
Merlin 0.50 April 1 - August 15 
American Kestrel 0.125 April 1 - August 15 
Common Barn Owl 0.125 February 1 - September 15 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 0.25 March 1 - August 31 
Boreal Owl 0.25 February 1 - July 31 
Long-eared Owl 0.25 February 1 - August 15 
Great Horned Owl 0.125 December 1 - September 30 
Northern Pygmy-Owl 0.25 April 1 - August 1 
Eastern Screech -owl 0.125 March 1 - August 15 
Western Screech-owl 0.125 March 1 - August 15 
Great Gray Owl 0.25 March 15 - August 31 

. , http.llwww.fws.gov/wyommges/Pages/SpeclesISpecles_SpeclesConcernlBaldEagle.html 

Raptors of Conservation Concern 
The Service's Birds of Conservation Concern (2008) report identifies "species, subspecies, and populations of 
all migratory nongame birds (hat, without additional conservation actions, are likely to become candidates for 
listing" under the Endangered Species Act (16 V .S.C 1531 et seq.). This report is intended to stimulate 
coordinated and proactive conservation actions among Federal, State, and private partners. The Wyoming 
Partners in Flight Wyoming Bird Conservation Plan identifies priority bird species and habitats, and establishes 
objectives for biI'd populations and habitats in Wyoming. This plan also recommends conservation actions to 
accomplish the population and habitat objectives. 

We encourage project planners to develop and implement protective measures for (he Birds of Conservation 
Concern as well as o(her high-priority species identified in the Wyoming Bird Conservation Plm). For 
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Enclosurc 2 
additional information on the Birds of Conservation Concern that occur in Wyoming, please see our Birds of 
Conservation Concern web page. 

Additional Planning Resources 
Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC). 2006. Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power 

Lines: The State of the Art in 2006. Edison Electric Institute, APLIC, and the California Energy 
Commission. Washington, D.C. and Sacramento, CA. 

Edison Electric Institute and the Raptor Research Foundation. 1996. Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection 
on Power Lines - The State of the Art in 1996. Washington, D.C. 

Edison Electric lnstitute's Avian Power Line Interaction Committee and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: 2005. 
A Viall Protection Plm Guidelines. 

Edison Electl'ic Institute and the Raptor Research Foundation. 1994. Mitigating Bird Collisions with Power 
Lines - Thc State of the Art in 1994. Washington, D.C. 

U.S. Fish md Wildlife Service. 2000. Siting, Construction, Operation and Decommissioning of 
Communications Towers alld Tower Site Evalnation Form (Directors Memorandum September 14, 
2000), Arlington, Virginia. 

U.S. Fish md Wildlife Service. 2007. National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. United States Department 
of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Arlington, Virginia. 23 pp. 

Wyoming Game md Fish Department Internet Link to Raptor lnformation 

References 
50 CFR 10.12 - Code of Federal Regulations. Title 50--Wildlife md Fisheries, Chapter I--United States Fish 

md Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Part 1O--General Provisions. 

50 CFR 10.13- Code of Federal Regulations. Title 50--Wildlife and Fisheries, Chapter I--United States Fish 
md Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Part 1O--General Provisions. 

50 CFR 22.3 - Code of Federal Regnlations. Title 50--Wildlife and Fisheries, Chapter I--United States Fish md 
Wildlife Service, Depmtment of the Interior, Part 22- Eagle Permits. 

50 CFR 22.25- Code of Federal Regulations. Title 50--Wildlife and Fisheries, Chapter 1--United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Part 22-Eagle Permits. 

66 FR 3853 - Presidential Documents. Executive Order 13186 of January 10,2001. Responsibilities of Federal 
Agencies To Protect Migratory Birds. Federal Register, January 17, 2001. 

72 FR 31132 - Protection of Eagles; Definition of "Disturb". Final Rule. Federal Register, June 5, 2007. 

74 FR 46836 - Eagle Permits; Take Necessm'y To Protect Interests in Particular Localities. Final Rule. Federal 
Register, September 11, 2009. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2003. Migratory Bird Permit Memorandum, MBMP-2, Nest Destruction 
(Directors Memorandum April 15, 2003), Washington, D.C. 

5 



  

 

 

 

 

Enclosure 2 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2008. Birds of Conservation Concern 2008. United States Department of 
Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Migratory Bird Management, Arlington, Virginia. 85 pp. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL & STATISTICAL CONSULTANTS 

415 W. 17
th

 Street, Suite 200, Cheyenne, WY 82001 

 Phone: 307-634-1756  www.west-inc.com  Fax: 307-637-6981  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 9, 2012 

 

 

Scott Talbott 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

5400 Bishop Blvd.  

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82006 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Talbott, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. It is anticipated that the areas disturbed would not provide 

quality wildlife habitat based on the location (i.e., edge or within existing rural development) and 

previous disturbance. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water system and 

identify the areas proposed for replacement.  

 

I am requesting a list of any Wyoming State Wildlife Action Plan species of greatest 

conservation need and terrestrial habitat types of concern that may be present in the project 

area. In addition, please advise me of any concerns you may have related to possible effects of 

the project listed above on such species or habitat, as well as any other wildlife concerns.    

 

The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the USEPA 

Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive Orders that 
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apply in federal financial assistance.  We are contacting you to ensure this project complies with 

applicable authorities under your agency's jurisdiction. 

 

We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist



  

 

August 15, 2012 

WER 12982 
WEST, Inc 

WYOMING GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

5400 Bishop Blvd. Cheyenne, WY 82006 

Phone: (307) 777-4600 Fax: (307) 777-4699 

Web site: http://wgfd.wyo.gov 

Wyoming Water Development Commission 
Environmental Review for a Rural Uti li ties Service and/or 
Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan to the Town of Hanna 
for the proposed phased replacement of existing water 
distribution lines in Areas of Hanna and Elmo 
Carbon County 

Gretchen Norman 
WEST, Inc. 
415 W. 17"' Street, Suite 200 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

Dear Ms. Norman: 

GOVERNOR 
MATTHEW H. MEAD 

DIRECTOR 
SCOTT TALBOTT 

COMMISSIONERS 
AARON CLARK - President 
MIKE HEALY - Vice President 
RICHARD KlOUDA 
FRED lINDZEY 
T. CARRIE LITTLE 
ED MIGNERY 
CHARLES PRICE 

The staff of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department has reviewed the environmental review 
for the Wyoming Water Development Commission concerning the Rural Utilities Service and/or 
Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan to the Town of Hanna for the proposed phased 
replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County. 
We offer the following comments for your consideration. 

Terrestrial Considerations: 

We have no terrestrial wildlife concerns pertaining to tlus proposed water line replacement 
project. 

Aquatic Considerations: 

To muumize impacts to the aquatic resources of nearby waterways, we recommend the 
following: 

• Accepted best management practices be implemented to ensure that all sediments and 
other pollutants are contained within the boundaries of the work area. Disturbed areas 
that are contributing sediment to surface waters as a result of project activities should be 
promptly re-vegetated to maintain water quality. 

"Col/serving Wildlife - Servillg People" 
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• Equipment should be serviced and fueled away from streams and npanan areas. 
Equipment staging areas should be at least 300 feet from riparian areas. 

• Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) is a priority for the State of 
Wyoming, and in many cases, the intentional or unintentional spread of organisms from 
one body of water to another would be considered a violation of State statute and 
Wyoming Game and Fish Conunission Regulations. To prevent the spread of AIS , we 
recommend the fo llowing: 

If equipment has been used in an area known to contain aquatic invasive species or 
suspected to contain aquatic invasive species, the equipment will need to be inspected by 
an authorized aqliatic invasive species inspector certified in the state of Wyoming prior to 
its use in any Wyoming water. If aquatic invasive species are found , the equipment wi ll 
need to be decontaminated. 

Decontamination may consist if either 1) Drain all water from equipment and 
compartments, Clean equipment of all mud, plants, debris, or animals, and Dry 
equipment for 5 days in summer (June, July & August); 18 days in Spring (March, Apri l 
& May) and Fall (September, October & November); or 3 days in Winter (December, 
January & February) when temperatures are at or below freezing, 

Or 

2) Use a high pressure (3500 psi) hot water (140°F) pressure washer to thoroughly wash 
equipment and flush all compartments that may hold water. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

,;,~1 
Deputy Director 

JE/mflgb 

cc: USFWS 
Mike Snigg, Laramie Region 
Terry Creekmore, Laramie Region 
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ENVIRONMENTAL & STATISTICAL CONSULTANTS 

415 W. 17
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 Street, Suite 200, Cheyenne, WY 82001 
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August 9, 2012 

 

 

Steven Dietrich 

Department of Environmental Quality/Air Quality Division 

122 West 25th Street 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002-3784 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Dietrich, 

 

The Wyoming Water Development Commission is in the process of performing an 

environmental review pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act for the USDA, Rural 

Utilities Service in order that it may assess the environmental impacts of the proposed phased 

replacement of existing water distribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo in Carbon County, 

Wyoming. The town of Hanna may pursue funding through the Wyoming State Revolving Fund 

Loan Program for the proposed project. Therefore, I am submitting this letter to obtain the 

information needed for the preparation of the environmental review associated with the Rural 

Utilities Service and/or the Wyoming State Revolving Fund Loan program. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce service interruptions and excessive 

maintenance expenses required to repair leaks and line breaks due to the deterioration of the 

existing water distribution lines. Additionally, the distribution lines in Elmo are undersized for fire 

flow and need to be enlarged. It is proposed that the town replace existing distribution lines in a 

phased process based on available funding. All pipeline replacement will occur in areas 

previously disturbed by construction of the original distribution system, subsequent extensions 

of service, and excavation for repairs. Enclosed are several maps that depict the overall water 

system and identify the areas proposed for replacement. 

 

I am contacting you to ensure this project complies with applicable authorities under your 

agency's jurisdiction. I am requesting that you review the project for potential impacts and 

provide any recommendations you may have to mitigate or avoid these effects. I would also 

appreciate receiving any information regarding additional review requirements that your agency 

may have. The Wyoming State Revolving Fund Program and the federal funding agency, the 

USEPA Region VIII, are committed to complying with federal requirements and Executive 

Orders that apply in federal financial assistance.   
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We would appreciate a response within 30 days. If you need any further information or wish to 

discuss the project, please contact Gretchen Norman at 634-1756. Thank you for your attention 

in this matter.  

 

Regards,  

 

 

Gretchen Norman 

Ecologist 

 



  

 

Department of Environmental Quality 
To protect, conserve and enhance the quality of Wyoming's 

environment for the benefit of current and future generations. 

Matthew H. Mead, Governor 

Ms. Gretchen Norman 
Eco logist 
West, Inc. 
4 15 W. 17'" Street, Suite 200 
Cheyenne, WY 8200 I 

August 22, 20 12 

Re: Rep lacement of Exist ing Water Distribution Lines in Hanna and Elmo 

Dear Ms. Norman: 

John Corra, Director 

The Divi sion of Air Quality has rev iewed West, Incorporated 's August 9, 201 2 leIter addressing the 
proposed phased replacement of exist ing water di stribution lines in areas of Hanna and Elmo, in Carbon 
County, Wyomin g. Based on the in fo rmati on provided, the Division doesn't anticipate any signifi cant 
emissions from the project and therefore concludes that no permit is required. 

The Division' s determination is based on the information submitted. Any devi ation in the operation of 
this project from that represented and which cou ld result in sign ifica nt po ll utant emissions and impact, 
wi ll be a violation of the Wyoming Environmental Quali ty Act and the Wyoming Air Qua lity Standards 
& Regulations, Violations could result in enforcement actions and penalties under the law, 

If we may be offlllther assistance to you, please feel free to contact th is offi ce. 

Sincerely, 

Cl~ 
Co le Anderson 
New Source Review Program Manager 
Air Quality Division 

cc: Bob Gi ll 
Chris Hanify 

Herschler Building· 122 West 25th Street· Cheyenne, WY 82002 . http://deq.state.wy.us 
ADMIN/OUTREACH ABANDONED MINES 

(307) 777-7758 (307) 777-6145 
FAX 777-7682 FAX 777-6462 

AIR QUALITY 
(307) 777-7391 

FAX 777-5616 

INDUSTRIAL SITING 
(307) 777-7369 
FAX 777-6937 

LAND QUALITY 
(307) 777-7756 

FAX 777-5864 

SOLID & HAl. WASTE 
(307) 777-7752 
FAX 777-5973 

WATER QUALITY 
(307) 777-7781 
FAX 777-5973 



 

 

 

 Department of Environmental Quality 

Matthew H. Mead, Governor 

August 24, 201 2 

To protect, conserve and enhance the quality of Wyoming 's 

environment for the benefit of current and future generations. 

Ms. Gretchen Norman, Ecologist 
West, Inc. 
4 15 West 17'" Street, Suite 200 
Cheyenne, WY 8200 I 

RE: Replacement of Existing Water Distribution Lines in Hanna and Elmo 

Ms. Norman, 

John Corra, Director 

You requested an a ir quality review of the proj ect listed above in a letter dated August 9, 201 2. The 
response received from the Wyoming Air Quality Division's New Source Review Program Manager did 
not mention that the existing waterlines/mains may contain suspect material for asbestos. Please be aware 
that prior to disturbance of slispect material a thorough inspection for asbestos is requ ired. T his 
information should be passed along to all contractors/subcontractors for this project. 

The City/County may have records showing that the material does/does not contain asbestos, but these 
records should be used with caution un til they have been ver ified against site materials. 

If you have questions or need further information, please feel free to contact me at (307) 777-7394. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Dewitt 
Asbestos Program Coordinator 

Herschler Building' 122 West 25th Street · Cheyenne, WY 82002 . http://deq.state.wy.us 
ADMIN/OUTREACH ABANDONED MINES AIR QUALITY INDUSTRIAL SITING LAND QUALITY SOLID & HAl. WASTE WATER QUALITY 
_(~!L?Z!-!!~ (301) 111-6145 (301) 111-1391 (301) 111·1369 (301) 111-1156 (301) 111·1152 (301) 111·1181 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment B: Exhibit A – Map of the Proposed Action Area 
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