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PREMllNT COUNTY 
OVERVIEW 



'E'remont County,  Wyoming 

P i c k e d  by Outxide Magazine as one of the best  100 counties 
i n  America.  

P o p u l a t i o n  3 6 , 3 0 0  

--_I_ C l i m a t e :  Semi -a r id  w i t h  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  mountain climates 

Hicrhest  p o i n t :  Ganne t t  Peak 13,783 fee t  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  
i n  Wyoming 

Lowest p o i n t :  Sand Mesa 4 , 8 0 0  fee t  

- Land ownersh ie :  

F e d e r a l  
R e s e r v a t i o n  
P r iva t e  
S ta te  & l o c a l  government 
Water 

54% 
27% 
14% 

4 %  
1% 

-- Taxes : 

T h e r e  is  no p e r s o n a l  income t a x ,  no c o r p o r a t e  income tax ,  
and no b u s i n e s s  i n v e n t o r y  t a x  in Wyoming. 

Sales  t a x  is  3% of r e t a i l  sales.  

Af te r  1989 i n d u s t r i a l  l and  and b u i l d i n g s  and p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t y  w i l l  be assessed a t  11.5% of market v a l u e .  A l l  
o t h e r  l and  and b u i l d i n g s  and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  w i l l  be 
assessed a t  9.5% of market  v a l u e .  

Ma io,r I n d u s t r i e s  : 

A g r i c u l t u r e  
Services: largest  a r e  e d u c a t i o n ,  

R e t a i l  t r ade  
Government 
Minera 1 s 
Tour i s m  

h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  



Major Employers.: 

Wyoming State Training School 
D & H Print 
Bonneville Transloaders Inc. 
National Outdoor Leadership School 
Lander Valley Regional Medical 

Riverton Memorial Hospital 
Central Wyoming College 
Sim's Corporation 
County School Districts 

Center 

- F i nanc ia 1 : 

Total assets of the six county banks exceeds 210 
million dollars. 

Education: University: served by the University of 
Wyoming Outreach Services. College: Central Wyoming 
College, 2 year institution. High Schools: 6 .  
E Lemen ta I: y : nume r ous 

Wyoming ranks 2nd in the nation in percentage of school 
population who graduate from high school. 

Medical: 

Hospitals: Lander Valley Regional Medical Center 
Riverton Memorial Hospital 
Pine Ridge Hospital for Human Development 

Doctors: 5 8  
Dentists: 16 

Transportation: 

Roads: Our highway system provides year-round access to 
all of Wyoming and surrounding states. 

Air: Riverton Regional Airport i s  served by 
Continental Express/Rocky Mountain Airways 
with daily connections to Denver. Riverton 
and Lander airports are both served by charter 
services 

---_1__ Rail Service: Burlington Northern provides service to 
Bonneville, located 26 miles northeast of 
Riverton. 
BTI -- Shoshoni to Riverton 

Cost of Livinp: 

The cost of living in central Wyoming currently below 
the national average. 

( 4 )  



IndustrLal Parks and Facilities.: 

Central Wyoming College Technical Park, located 
adjacent to cWC offers lots of 1 - 2 . 5  acres, is zoned 
f o r  light industrial development. 35 acres total. 

Empire LndustriaL Park, located on South Second St. o f f  
Monroe Avenue in Riverton offers sites of 0.5-2 acres, 
is zoned for medium industrial development. 32 acres 
total. 

Business Campus Industrial Park, located north of West 
Sunset Avenue on Majors Avenue in Riverton offers 0.5-1 
acre parcels for heavy industrial development. 18 acres 
total. 

Riverton Industrial Park on Airport Road adjacent to 
the Riverton Airport is zoned for industrial 
development. The 4 7  acres can be divided as required. 

Wyoming Industrial Park is located east of Federal 
Blvd. on Market Street in Riverton, is zoned for heavy 
industry and occupies 4 0  acres with plots up to 3 acres. 

Wind River Industrial Park, located in Riverton, is 
owned by U.S. Energy Corportation, is zoned for meduim 
industry and occupies 37 acres. 

Lander Technical Park, located adjacent to the Wyoming 
State Training School in Lander is suitable f o r  light 
industrial development and has 168 acres available. 

South Lander Industrial Park located south of Lander 
off Highway 789 is zoned for heavy industry and has 80 
acres available with some unoccupied buildings up to 
10,000 square feet. 

Industrial Park North, located o f f  North 2nd Street in 
Lander is zoned for medium industrial development and 
has 10 acres available. 

Wind River ReSeKvatiOn, All property on the Wind River 
Reservation is zoned residential. However the Shoshone 
and Arapahoe Tribes have the authority to rezone any 
property f o r  industrial development. 

-.--- Recreation: Fremont County is an outdoor recreation 
paradise. 

hiking cross country skiing 
camping water skiing 
backpacking boating 
rock climbng rock hunting 
hunt ing sightseeing 
fishing s nowmo b i  1 ing 
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-... Attract ions:  Near Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 

3 National Forests 
Continental Snowmobile Trail 
Boysen State Park 
Sinks Canyon State Park 
3 Golf Courses 
Rodeos 
Wind River Indian Reservation 
South Pass City 
Oregon Trail 
1838 Mountain Furtrade Rendezvous Site 
Castle Gardens 
Cirque of the Towers 
Largest concentration of mountain glaciers 

Parks 

in the lower 48 states. 

Special Events: 

Riverton Rendezvous and Hot 

Gander Pioneer Days 
Wyoming Winter Fair 
Wild West Winter Carnival 
South Pass City Old Fashioned 

4 t h  of July Celebration 
1838 Rendezvous Reinactment 

July 1,2 and 3, 1989 

Air Balloon Rally 



HI STORY 

No p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  at: Wyoming has a more c o l o r f u l  and  
i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y  t h a n  Fremont County.  Fremont  
C o u n t y ' s  h i s t o r y  is  a h i s t o r y  of rugged and i n d e p e n d e n t  
p e o p l e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s e e k  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  and r a i s e  
t h e i r  fami l ies  where t h e r e  was a n  abundance  of 
o p p o r t u n i t y  and room. I t  is t o  these e a r l y  p i o n e e r s  
t h a t  t h e  E'remont C o u n t a i n s  owe t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  
p l e a s a n t  western l i f e  s t y l e .  

---- I n d i a n s ,  Trappers and S u r v e y o r s  

T h i s  vas t  and b e a u t i f u l  a rea  of l a n d  l y i n g  between t h e  
Owl Creek  and Wind R i v e r  Mounta ins  was know by t h e  
I n d i a n s  a s  t h e  "Warm V a l l e y " .  Many t r i b e s ;  Shoshone,  
Crow, Bannock, S i o u x  and Arapahoe vied f o r  c o n t r o l .  In 
1854  C h i e f  Washakie  of t h e  Shoshones and B i g  Robber of 
t h e  Crows met i n  b a t t l e  a l o n g  t h e  Wind River i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Crow Heart B u t t e .  Accord ing  t o  l e g e n d  t h e  
b a t t l e  between t h e  two t r i bes  was c l imaxed  when Chief  
Washakie k i l l e d  ' ' B i g  Robber" on t o p  of Crow Heart B u t t e  
and p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y e d  h i s  hear t  on  t h e  end of a l a n c e .  
I t  was t h e  winn ing  of t h i s  b a t t l e  t h a t  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  dominance of t h e  area f rom t h e  Crow N a t i o n  
t o  t h e  Shoshone.  

The f i r s t  w h i t e  men t o  e n t e r  t h e  area were f u r  t r appe r s  
f rom Canada. A F r e n c h  Canadian  by t h e  name of S lea r  d e  
La Verend tye  and h i s  s o n s  came down t h r o u g h  n o r t h e r n  
Wyoming as  f a r  a s  t h e  Wind River.  They  t a u g h t  t h e  
I n d i a n s  t o  t r a p  f u r s  f o r  commercial  t r a d e  and t h e  
I n d i a n s  i n  t u r n  ac ted  a s  t h e i r  g u i d e s .  Sometime Later,  
F r e n c h  Canad ians  and I n d i a n s  formed t h e  Nor thwes t  Fu r  
Company w h i c h  was t o  become one of t h e  l a rges t  i n  t h e  
wor Id .  
The  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Rocky Mounta in  f u r  t r ade  and t h e  
a n n u a l  r endezvous  h e l d  from 1825-1840  is a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c o l o r f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  p o r t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
Wyoming and E'remont County.  



P r e s i d e n t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  i n  1803, a f t e r  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  
P u r c h a s e ,  commissioned L e w i s  and C l a r k  t o  f i n d  a water 
r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  Two p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  
p a x t y  Sacajawea, t h e i r  I n d i a n  g u i d e  and J o h n  C o l t e r  p l a y e d  
l a t e r  r o l e s  i n  Wyomingls h i s t o r y .  C o l t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
West a f t e r  t h e  L e w i s  and C l a r k  e x p e d i t i o n  and e n t e r e d  what 
is  now Fremont  County o v e r  t h e  N o r t h e r n  O w l  C r e e k  
Moun ta ins ,  a scended  t h e  Wind River and c r o s s e d  o v e r  Union 
Pass  i n t o  J a c k s o n  Hole. Other  t r a p p e r s  and h u n t e r s  i n  t h e  
a rea  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  18OO1s i n c l u d e d  p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  
Wi l son  Hunt ,  G e n e r a l  Ashley ,  C a p t a i n  Benjamin B o n n e v i l l e ,  
K i t  Ca r son  and  J i m  Bridger .  Some of these e a r l y  h u n t e r s  
and  t r a p p e r s ,  n o t a b l y  Hunt,  Ashley  and B o n n e v i l l e  were t h e  
f i r s t  t o  u s e  S o u t h  Pass  a s  a t r a i l  r o u t e  w h i c h  became, 
severa l  years l a t e r ,  t h e  Oregon T r a i l ,  one  of America's 
most i m p o r t a n t  e m i g r a n t  t r a i l s .  
H i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  f u l l  of t h e  t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  
of t h e  e a r l y  e m i g r a n t s  who used  t h e  Oregon T r a i l .  
I n  1 8 4 6 ,  G e n e r a l  C .  Fremont e x p l o r e d  and mapped p o r t i o n s  
of t h e  a rea  w h i c h  was l a t e r  named i n  h i s  honor .  La ter  i n  
1859,  Col .  F.W. Lander  was commissioned t o  s u r v e y  and 
l a y o u t  a road  f rom Burn t  Ranch on  t h e  Sweetwater t o  t h e  
uppe r  c r o s s i n g  of t h e  Green  R i v e r  t h e n c e  t o  Oregon v i a  
Bear L a k e ,  U t a h .  Fremont  C o u n t y ' s  c o u n t y  s e a t  was l a t e r  
named i n  t h e  honor of Co l .  Lander .  

-- Gold and Wornens S u f f r a g e  

Gold was known t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  a rea  many years  b e f o r e  t h e  
a c t u a l  r u s h  of 1867. E m i g r a n t s ,  on  t h e i r  way t o  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  had d i s c o v e r e d  g o l d  a l o n g  Strawberry C r e e k  and 
t h e  Sweetwater. S o l d i e r s  a l s o  found  small amounts of g o l d  
in v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  and t h e  I n d i a n s  had found g o l d  
c a r r y i n g  q u a r t z  w h i c h  t h e y  had t a k e n  t o  t h e i r  t r a d i n g  
places .  L o u i s  Robinson d i s c o v e r e d  and b r o u g h t  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of g o l d  t o  F o r t  Br idger ,  U t a h  i n  
1867. S h o r t l y  afterward there  was a r u s h  t o  S o u t h  Pass.  
The f i r s t  major  l o a d  mine # # t h e  C l a r i s s a t i ,  now c a l l e d  t h e  
Ca r i s sa  was l o c a t e d  by a g r o u p  of S a l t  L a k e  C i t y  men i n  
1867. W i t h i n  a v e r y  s h o r t  time there  were a s  many a s  f i v e  
thousand  p e o p l e  combing t h e  h i l l s  and va l leys  of t h e  a rea .  

The c i t y  of S o u t h  Pass  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1867 i n  what  i s  
ca l l ed  t h e  C la r i s sa  Gulch  below t h e  C l a r i s s a  mine. I t  was 
es t imated t h a t  d u r i n g  S o u t h  P a s s ' s  hey-day there  was a 
r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  of 1200-2000 p e o p l e .  O t h e r  min ing  
camp towns c rea ted  d u r i n g  t h e  g o l d  r u s h  d a y s  i n c l u d e d  
A t l a n t i c  C i t y  and Mine r s  D e l i g h t .  The l a s t  g o l d  min ing  
camp t o  be  created was Lewiston i n  1881 sometime a f t e r  t h e  
main g o l d  r u s h  was o v e r .  By t h e  e a r l y  1870 ' s  most of t h e  
easy  g o l d  had been removed and t h e  a rea  began t o  l o s e  
p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  o n l y  a f e w  r e m a i n i n g  t o  c a r r y  on  w i t h  hard 
r o c k  mining .  W h i l e  v a s t  sums of money were neve r  made 



from the s a l e  of gold, the gold tush greatly accelerated 
the settlement of the Wind River Valley and the 
development of its early farms and villages. 

South Pass is as equally known for being the birthplace of 
womens suffrage as it is f o r  its gold production. Esther 
Hobart Morris, a resident of South Pass City, obtained a 
pledge from Col. William €1. Bright, a member of the 
Wyoming Territorial Legislature, to introduce and work f o r  
the passage of legislation granting suffrage to women. 
Col. Bright's bill was passed and signed into law by 
Governor J.A. Campbell on December 10, 1869. Wyoming 
territory thus became the first government to grant its 
women the right to vote. Mrs. Morris was then honored in 
1870 by being appointed as the worlds first women Justice 
of the Peace. 

The Reservation, Forts and SettLeLg 

The creation of the Shoshone Indian Reservation, the 
result of a treaty signed at Fort Bridger Utah Territory 
on July 3rd, 1868, by the U.S. Government, Eastern 
Shoshone and Bannocks was another important event which 
helped accelerate the settlement of the area. After the 
boundaries of the Reservation were established the 
government built several forts and camps to keep the 
peace. The earliest. military camps included Camp Auger, 
built in 1869, where the city o f  Lander is now located, 
and Camp Stambaugh near South Pass City in 1870. Camp 
Auger was later renamed Camp Brown, in honor of Captain 
Brown of the Eighteenth Infantry who was killed in the 
Fort Phil Kearney massacre of 1866. Three years later 
Camp Brown was moved sixteen miles north of Lander to its 
present location. In 1879 Camp Brown was renamed Fort 
Washakie in honor of the great Chief Washakie of the 
Shoshone. 

The Arapahoe Indians now co-occupying the Reservation with 
the Shoshone a r e  what were known as  the "Northern 
Arapahoe. Ii Their placement on the reservation stems from 
a series of actions and inactions taken by the government 
after the treaty entered into by the U.S. Government and 
the Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapahoe in 1876. The Arapahoe 
had agreed to take up residence in the Indian Territory on 
a separate reservation to be created for them. After 
reaching the North Platte River in Eastern Wyoming a 
portion of the Arapahoe deci.ded they would travel no 
further and they would ask that a reservation be 
established for them along the North Platte. The 
government, because Winter was coming, sought and obtained 
permission from the Shoshone to place them temporarily on 
the Shoshone Reservation. However, no later action was 
taken to move the Arapahoe. The whole situation dragged 
along until a new administration in Washington was elected 
and a l l  promises made by the earlier administration were 



forgotten. Consequently the Arapahoes have never: been 
moved. The government later changed the name of the 
reservation to the Wind River Indian Reservation and has 
officially recognized it as being jointly owned by both 
tribes. 

- Early Towns 

The very earliest towns within the County were the gold 
mining towns mentioned earlier. Many of the miners 
however, after the mining played out, and other settlers 
moved further north and settled in the IlWarm Valleyll on 
the north side of the Wind River Mountains. Some of the 
earliest settlers had started truck gardening in areas 
along the Pop0 Agie and supplied the mining towns with 
fresh vegetables. This vegetable growing earned the 
community to be formed near the Pop0 Agie the name of 
"Push Root.lI The treaty of 1868 with the Shoshone 
mentioned earlier, resulted with the building of Camp 
Auger in the location now occupied by McRae's Drug Store 
in Lander:. The same treaty also diminished the Shoshone 
areas by relinquishing the area between the Sweetwater and 
the North Fork of the Pop0 Agie to settlers. In 1882 a 
townsite was platted by B.J. Lowe and Peter Dickinson 
which encompassed the old Camp Auger site. The new 
townsite was named in honor of Col. F.W. Lander who 
surveyed land and established the Lander cut-off from the 
Oregon Tcail. 

Moneta, another of the County's earliest trading spots 
originated as a Texas cattle drive stop. It was here that 
the hired hands received and spent a part of their pay. 
Later when the Wyoming and Northwestern Railroad was built 
(1906), J . B .  Okie, an Englishman, built a sheep sheering 
barn, holding pens, and a store in the area, the Town also 
boasted three houses, a livery stable and a hotel. 

Fremo.nt County Created 

Fremont County was created by the Wyoming Territorial 
Legislature in 1884. The history of its creation can be 
traced from Idaho Territory, through Dakota, Nebraska and 
finally Wyoming Territory. Fremont County was cut from a 
then much larger Sweetwater County which was originally 
called Carter County. When F'remont County was first 
established it contained over twelve and a half million 
acres. Cander was named as the County Seat and the first 
Board of County Commissioners met and organized the County 
on  May 6, 1884. Subsequent actions have reduced the 
overall size of the County to approximately six million 
ac~es. 

Riverton Reclamation Project 

I n  1904 Goyne Drummond, after completing a thorough study 
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ot' a poction of the Reservation between the Owl Creek and 
Wind River Mountains, found that the study area could be 
made agriculturally productive through irrigation. In 
1906 the Government withdrew the area from the Reservation 
(ceded portion) and opened it to homesteading. Initially 
the project was called the Riverton Project and was funded 
thcough the Indian Service. Wide spread irrigation did 
not get underway until 1920 when the project was 
officially named the Reclamation Project and all funding 
and development responsibility was transferred to the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

The Midvale Irrigation District was organized in 1921 and 
it was through the District that the principal water 
storage and distribution facilities were constructed. At 
the ptesent time there a r e  over 69,000 acres under 
irrigation within the project. The LeClair and Riverton 
Valley Irrigation Companys irrigate an additional 20,000 
acres outside the project boundaries both within the 
Riverton general wea.  

All water used in the project comes from the Wind River 
and its tributaries above the Wind River Diversion Dam. 
The extimated annual water runoff at the Diversion Dam is 
870,000 acEe feet. 

Later Town2 

When the ceded portion of the Reservation was opened to 
homesteading, a townsite was platted by the government 
surveyors to provide lots f o r  the coming homesteaders and 
to create a center of commerce. The town was first called 
llWadsworthtl in honor of the first station agent who came 
with the railroad being built from Shoshoni to Lander in 
1906. The name Riverton was chosen after a few weeks as 
the permanent name for the town built in response to the 
boom brought about by the irrigation project. Riverton is 
now the largest city within the County. 

Shoshoni is another town which came into being because of 
the development of the Riverton Reclamation Project. With 
the announcement that the Government was going to open a 
portion of the reservation to homesteading the Pioneer 
Townsite Company Platted and laid o u t  the border Town of 
Shoshoni. The official opening date of the new Town was 
September of 1905 nearly one year before the opening of 
the ceded portion of the Reservation. It is reported that 
the Town became an instant tent city with over t w o  
thousand residents prior to the opening of the Reservation. 

..----- Railroads and Timber 

The coming of the railroad in 1906 stimulated the local 
economy and provided further impetus to the overall 
development of the arxa. At least one town, Hudson, owes 



its origin to the building of the railroad. Hudson began 
as a railroad depot at the confluence of the Big and 
Little Pop0 Agie Rivers. Subsequent growth of the Town 
was stimulated by the development of a coal mining 
operation. Hudson' s peak population numbered 
approximately 1500 persons. Later reductions in the 
demand for coal, caused by the advent of the diesel 
locomotive, coupled with operational problems at the two 
mines caused the Towns population to dwindle. 

The railroad being talked about was originally built by 
the Wyoming and Northwestern Railroad Company from the 
east connecting the towns of Moneta, Bonneville, Shoshoni, 
Riverton, Hudson and Lander. The majority of the track 
has since been taken over by the Burlington Northern which 
Lan a north-south Line from points north through the Wind 
River Canyon connecting with the Wyoming-Northwestern near 
Bonnevi 1 le. These rai 1 roads served as major 
transportation arteries for a number of years. 

The timber industry, the principal economic stimulus to 
the growth of Uubois, was begun in 1905 by Jim Seward who 
had been logging the Sheridan area. The main products of 
the industry were timbers and ties. The ties were used in 
the construction of the railroad. The ties were hand hewn 
by a group of rugged lumberjacks called the Ittie-hacksott 
The first tie drive downstream to Riverton took place in 
1915 and such tie drives were commonplace until 1946. 

Modern Prospectors 

The first oil discovered in Wyoming was found within the 
drilling of the Murphy No. 1 in 1883 in the Dallas Oil 
Field approximately eight miles southwest of Lander. 
Since then numerous oil and gas wells have been brought 
into production. The oil fields lie mainly along a 
northwest-southeast axis running roughly parallel to the 
Wind River Mountains passing through the center of the 
County. The natural gas fields are mainly found within 
the northeastern part of the County. 

The early 1950's brought another kind of prospector to 
Fremont County. This time the object of his search was 
uranium. Major uranium fields were first discovered in 
1953 in both the Gas Hills and Crooks Gap areas of the 
County. 

Iron ore was also discovered within the area during the 
1 9 5 0 1 s .  The Columbia-Geneva Steel division of the United 
States Steel Corporation began its taconite mining and 
milling operation in 1962. 



Mineral Resources 

Mineral deposits respond to the geologic environment in 
which they are formed. The environmental factors that are 
important in the localization o f  minerals include the 
geologic structure of the area, type of rock, and the 
composition, temperature and pressure of the mineralizing 
agents. Since mineral deposits are controlled by geologic 
factors, deposits of similar minerals are distributed into 
provinces which are large regions of similar geology. In 
a large area such as Fremont County a diversity of mineral 
deposits are to be expected. 

The following minerals are either currently of economic 
value within the county, are historically important, O K  
show promise for future development. It should be noted 
however , that additional discoveries may be made and that 
minerals which are presently of little economic value may 
become greater resources in the future. 

Coa 1 

Within Fremont County are portions of two massive coal 
deposits: a Large part of the Wind River Coal Basin, and 
a small edge of the Green River Coal Region. The original 
resources within the County have been estimated at 
733,760,000 s h o r t  tons of subituminous grade coal found 
mainly in the Mesaverde geological formation. There are 
no known deposits of strippable coal in Fremont County. 

Copper 

Deposits of copper have been found in many localities of 
Fremont County. The greatest concentration of copper so 
far discovered is approximately fifteen (15) miles north 
of Shoshoni, near the crest of Copper Mountain. At the 
present time, no copper is being mined in Fremont County, 
and future development is unknown. 

Gold 

Gold is historically important in Fremont County. 
Discoveries were made in the Atlantic City-South Pass 
District in 1842, and production began shortly after the 
Civil War. The Carissa Mine, the largest in the District, 
has produced somewhere between $100,000.00 and $500,000.00 
worth of gold on an intermittent basis since its 
discovery. In 19548 407 ounces of gold were produced and 
in 1955 only 52 ounces were produced. The last reported 
extraction was of 29.12 ounces in 1987. 



Jade 

Jade, a semi-precious gem stone used in jewelry and 
ornament manufacture, is found primarily in the 
southeastern part of Fremont County. There is a moderate 
but undetermined amount of commercial production. 

Oil and Natural Gas 

In 1987, F'remont county ranked eighth among Wyoming's 
twenty-three (23) counties in crude oil production and 
fourth in naturaL gas production. Fields are scattered 
widely across west-central Fremont County, primarily in 
the Riverton area and west of: Pavillion, account for most 
of the County's oil production, while fields scattered 
across the northeastern and north-central portions produce 
most of the natural gas. Crude oil reserves f o r  Fremont 
County have been estimated at about 61 million barrels, 
assuming present recovery rates and techniques. Oil 
production is expected to decline slowly over the next 
several years while annual natural gas production expected 
to increase substantially. Natural gas reserves are 
estimated at between 200 billion and 1 trillion cubic feet. 

Phosphate 

Phosphate, used as a fertilizer and as an ingredient in a 
variety of chemical products is found in the Phosphoria 
Formation along the northeast flank of the Wind River 
Mountains. The Bureau of Land Management reports an 
estimated 60,000 acres under lease for phosphate 
extraction. There is very limited production at present. 

LAND CAPABILITY 

Fremont County is characterized by dramatic elevation 
changes. Surface elevations range from 138783 feet above 
sea level on Gannett Peak, highest point in Wyoming, to 
4,800 feet on the Sand Mesa west of the Boysen Reservoir. 
The elevation difference between the highest and lowest 
points within the County is nearly 98000 feet. 

The Wind Rivet Mountain Range forms the western border of 
the County while the Absaroka Mountain Range forms the 
northern border. The southern and southeastern portions 
of the County contain a variety of topographical features 
including high plains and mesas, buttes, points, large 
rock outcroppings and mountains. Flatter areas at lower 
elevations are found within the northcentral portion of 
the County. The northwestem part of the County is 
characterized by high jagged mountain peaks and high 
mountain valleys. 



Climate 

F'remont county, due to the variety of local physiographic 
situations, exhibited nearly as broad a range of normal 
recorded temperatures and precipitation amounts as does 
the State of Wyoming as a whole. 

Reporting stations at Riverton and Lander (elevations 
4,954 and 58563 feet respectively) exhibit very similar 
annual temperature profiles, reporting July mean 
temperatures of 70.3 degrees fahrenheit and 70.4 degrees 
fahrenheit, and mean annual readings o f  43.5 degrees 
fahrenheit and 43.2 degrees fahrenheit. The close 
similarity of normal readings at these two stations, at 
somewhat different elevations, is partly due to air 
inversion phenomena associated with relief. The Town of 
Lander, situated in a valley floor, is normally a few 
degrees cooler than the weather station at the Lander 
airport. By contrast, Dubois and South Pass City. at 
6,917 and 7,805 feet respectively, record mean annual 
temperatures of 40.5 degrees fahrenheit and 34 degrees 
fahrenheit 

The average annual wind speed at Riverton is estimated at 
12 miles per hour (mph), and 14-15 mph during the winter 
months, while the Lander weather station reports average 
annual wind speed of 7.0 mph, among the lowest in the 
United States. Lander's proximity to the Wind River 
Mountains results in a normal annual snowfall of 103.6 
inches, among the highest in the State, compared to annual 
snowfall amounts of 35.8 inches and 33.7 inches at 
Riverton and Pavillion, relatively removed from high 
mountain influences. 

Mean annual precipitation totals range from 8.74 inches at 
Pavillion abd 8.90 inches at Riverton (removed from 
mountain orographic influences) and 9.54 inches inches at 
Dubois (in the day shadow of mountain ranges on three 
sides), to 11-76 inches at Fort Washakie, 11.75 inches at 
South Pass City, and 14.18 inches at Lander, largely due 
to heavy annual snowfalls. Slightly over a forth (40%) 
percent of Lander ' 6  annual snowfall normally occurs during 
the months of March and April. 

Water 

Hiinoft' from the glaciers and deep winter season snows of 
the Wind River Mountains provides most of the water 
readily available for development in the arid to semi-arid 
basins of Fremont County, as indicated on the accompanying 
surface and ground water maps. 



Most of this readily available water is associated with 
the V-shaped Wind River system on the Riverton Reclamation 
Area of the Wind Rivet Indian Reservation. Water from the 
Wind River was first diverted for irrigation through the 
Riverton Canal (now one of many in the Reclamation Area) 
in 1907. There are now nearly five-hundred farms with 
some 908000 acres under irrigation in the area. Water 
available in similar quantities on the Wind River 
Reservation has not yet been extensively developed, with 
only 42,601 acres presently under irrigation. Although 
considerable amounts of water are also available near 
Dubois, relatively short growing seasons have prevented 
extensive development for irrigation. 

Smaller acreages under irrigation from surface water are 
t'ound near the forks of the Pop0 Agie in the Lander area, 
on the Sweetwater: River near Jeffrey City, and scattered 
along several minor stream courses 

Diversion and impoundment have helped insure water 
availability for agriculture when and where desired. 
Major existing improvements in Fremont County for 
irrigation include Boysen Reservoir (impounding water 
primarily for use in the Big Horn Basin to the North) the 
Wyoming Canal and its branches, and Worthen, Shoshoni, 
Frye Lake and Bull Lake Reservoirs in the western part of 
the County. Fremont Count's streams and lakes are also 
used extensively f o r  recreation. 

The depth and quantity of available ground water varies 
widely throughout F'remont County, with prime availability 
at moderate to nearly implausible depths (100-38500 feet) 
occuring adjacent to higher mountain areas. Alluvial 
deposits bordering major streams provide dependable though 
less abundant supplies at minimal depth. Ground water in 
sufficient quantities for moderate residential use is 
widely available for the basin areas of Fremont County. 

Fremont County is abundantly blessed with large 
populations of big game, game birds and game fish. Big 
game animal species include moose, elk, mule deer, 
antelope and big horn sheep. There are also a limited 
number of black and grizzly bears within some regions of 
the County. Sage grouse are common throughout the plains 
area of the County, while chuker and Hungarian paxtridge 
are found throughout most of the central and northern 
portions of the County. Pheasants inhabit a portion of 
the irrigated cropland area near Riverton. Blue and 
ruffled grouse are found in parts of the Wind River and 
Absaroka Mountains in the west a-nd northwest. Game fish 
are generally plentiful in the County's lakes and 
streams. Major game f i s h  species  include trout, bass, 
ling, walleye, sanauger and perch. 
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AGRICULTURE IN FREMONT COUNTY 

The 5 8 9 2 0 , 2 4 0  acres i n  Fremont County a r e  d iv ided  w i t h  
5,745,568 acres  i n  r ange land  - n a t i v e  g r a s s e s ,  and 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1408000 a c r e s  of i r r i g a t e d  c r o p l a n d s .  Most 
r a n c h e s  and fa rms  a re  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  val leys  a l o n g  t h e  
major  r i v e r s  and s t r e a m s .  

A.  k n d  Ownership 

1. Federal  Lands = L i k e  many w e s t e r n  c o u n t i e s .  
Fremont County Rangelands  a r e  79.7% f e d e r a l  
owned under  t h e  BLM, (Bureau of Land 
Management), U.S.F.S. (Un i t ed  S t a t e s  F o r e s t  
Serv ice) ,  and U.S.B.R (Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Bureau 
of Rec lama t ion )  management. T h e s e  l and  a r e  
m u l t i - u s e  l a n d s  used  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g ,  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  min ing  and t i m b e r .  

2 .  Wind R i v e r  R e s e r v a t i o n  = w i t h  2,268,008 a c r e s  on 
t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  there  a re  t r i b a l  t r u s t  l a n d s ,  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  I n d i a n  owned l a n d s  and fee p a t e n t  
l a n d s  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  The bulk  of t h e  l a n d s  
on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  a r e  g r a z e d  by beef, c a t t l e  and 
h o r s e s .  

3.  Game  and F i s h  Lands = The Wyoming G a m e  and F i s h  
Commission a l s o  has over 28,000 a w e s  of G a m e  and 
F i s h  Management l a n d s .  

B.  L i v e s t o c k  E n t e r p r i s e s  

80,000 head of s t o c k  cows make up  t h e  l a r g e s t  
l i v e s t o c k  group,  f o l l o w e d  by 34,000 head of 
s t o c k  s h e e p ,  850 head of d a i r y  c a t t l e  p l u s  a 
l i m i t e d  number of hogs.  For s h e e p ,  t h e  c o u n t y  
has b o t h  r a n g e  s h e e p  o p e r a t i o n s  and a large 
farm f l o c k  i n d u s t r y .  Horses  are  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  
i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  w i l d  horses, work h o r s e s ,  show 
h o r s e s  and working c a t t l e  h o r s e s  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  t h i s  l a rge  i n d u s t r y .  

C. Major X r r i q a t e d  Crops 

Fremont County leads Wyoming i n  A l fa l f a  
p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  52,000 acres  and a y i e l d  
of 3 . 4  t o n s  p e r  acres .  I t  r a n k s  2nd i n  
a l l  hay p r o d u c t i o n  84,000 a c r e s  and a y i e l d  
of 2.98 t o n s  p e r  acre .  Malt b a r l e y  is t h e  
3rd  l a rges t  c r o p  in t h e  c o u n t y  w i t h  22,000 
a m e s  p l a n t e d  y e a r l y  w i t h  a 78 b u s h e l / a c r e  
y i e l d ,  Fremont is t h e  3rd  l a r g e s t  b a r l e y  
p roduc ing  coun ty  i n  Wyoming. I n  o a t  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  Fremont County ranks 3rd  i n  
Wyoming w i t h  5,700 a c r e s .  



Other Crops 

Fremont County produces 2,000 acres of dry 
1550 acres of sugar beets and 3000 acres of 
corn. Occassionally sunf Lowers are grown 
as is some spring wheat. 

D. Growinq Season 

Starting each spring, Fremont Count enjoys 
an average of 110 to 130 days of frost free 
growing weather, depending on the various 
locations in the county. 

E. Irriqation 

The Wind River, Little Wind River and the 
Pop0 Agie deliver the bulk of the waters 
needed for irrigation lands and the towns 
and cities in the county. Off stream storage 
even though lacking, supplies much needed 
storage from mid summer on till fall uses. 

Large irrigation companies service the many 
farming and ranching areas. Among the larger 
ones are the Midvale Irrigation District, 
Bureau of Indian AffaiKS (B.I.A.), LeClait 
and Riverton Irrigations Districts, plus  
numerous small irrigation companies and 
districts are in the Dubois and Lander area. 

F. Agricultural Exports 

Fremont County exports most of it's cattle 
as feeder calves, yearlings and cull cows, 
and has with limited cattle feeding. In the 
sheep industry, the county exports feeder 
lambs, cull sheep and some market ready- 
finished lambs, plus most of its wool crop. 

A5 Fremont County is the largest hay producing 
county in Wyoming, it is also the largest hay 
exporting county in Wyoming. The malt barley 
is either sold to Coors, Budweiser or other: 
companies to be used by the beer making 
industries and exported out of the county. 

Other exports are dry beans, sunflowers, oats 
and the commercial dairies selling their bulk 
milk to MEDA (Mountain Empire Dairy Association) 

Sugar beets returned as a major crop to the 
county after 10 years of absence. Even with 
limited acreages, it is an important 



agronomic crop. The beets are hauled at 
harvest to the Worland Holly Sugar Beet 
factory. 

C .  Certified Seed Production_ 

Certified seed production is one area that 
the production is used for domestic crop 
plantings and as an export crop. This is 
one area that there is alarge potential 
f o r  future growth and development. 



RESERVATION 
OVERVIEW 



Bordered on t.he west by the Wind River: Mountains and t o  
t he  N o r t h  by t h e  Owl  C r e e k  Mounta in  Ranger ,  t h e  Wind River 
I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  encompasses  a b o u t  3 8 5 0 0  s q u a r e  miles i n  
w e s t  c e n t  ra 1 Wyoming. 

W i t h i n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  r e s i d e s  more t h a n  48000 members of 
t h e  Shoshone and Arapahoe t r i b e s ,  b o t h  of whom m a i n t a i n  
s t r o n g  t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  p a s t s .  

The r e s e r v a t i o n  was o r i g i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
Shoshones  i n  1863 by The F o r t  B r i d g e r  T rea ty  and i n c l u d e d  
n e a r l y  448000~000 acres  i n  what i s  now t h e  s t a t e s  of 
Colo rado ,  Utah ,  Idaho  and Wyoming. R e s e r v a t i o n  b o u n d a r i e s  
w w e  n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  t r e a t y :  b u t  i n  
1868 t h e  T r e a t y  S e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Shoshone T r i b e "  t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  were set .  Subsequen t  a g r e e m e n t s  i n  1874, 1905 
and  1939 have placed t h e  a d m i n s i t r a t i v e  boundary where i t  
is  today. Major  d imin i shmen t  came from: 

1. C e s s i o n  o t  what is now t h e  S o u t h  Pass C i t y  Area 

2 .  R i v e r t o n  R e c l a m a t i o n  P r o j e c t  (1905) .  
3. R e s u l t s  of t h e  1887 D a w e s  A l l o t m e n t  A c t ,  t h r o u g h  

which  i n d i v i d u a l  I n d i a n s  received t r a c t  of l a n d ,  
u s u a l l y  a b o u t  100 acres ,  which  c o u l d  be p u t  i n  
Fee P a t e n t  S t a t u s  and  t h e n  s o l d  t o  n o n - I n d i a n s .  
Most of t h i s  l a n d  i s  a l o n g  major  waterways on  t h e  
reserva t i o n .  

(1874). The Shoshones  received s e t t l e m e n t  for 
t h i s  i n  t h e  1950's. 

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1878, t h e  U.S. m i l i t a r y  e s c o r t e d  a b o u t  
L O O 0  members of t h e  Arapahoe T r i b e  t o  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  on  
w h a t  was supposed  t o  be  a t empora ry  bas i s ,  however,  t h e  
government  l a t e r  made t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  permanent .  

I n  1927 Congres s  passed a n  a c t  e n a b l i n g  t h e  Shoshones  t o  
s u e  f o r  h a v i n g  t o  share  t h e i r  a l ready  d imished  r e s e r v a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  Arapahoes .  The Shoshones  were awarded a b o u t  $4 .5  
m i l l i o n  and t h e  Arapahoes  a c q u i r e d  and  u n d i v i d e d  h a l f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  

Today, most of t h e  Shoshones  reside on  t h e  w e s t e r n  s ide  of 
t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  Arapahoes on  t h e  e a s t e r n  s ide.  
H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e y  were w a r r i n g  t r i b e s ,  b u t  t r i b a l  members 
today say  t h a t  more of f r i e n d l y - c o m p e t i t i v e  a tmosphe re  
e x i s t s .  W h i l e  each t r i b e  m a i n t a i n s  i t  owns g o v e r n i n g  
body, t h e  two c o u n c i l s  from each t r i b e  come t o g e t h e r  t o  
a c t  on  matters t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  whole r e s e r v a t i o n .  

The Shoshones  were  lead f o r  more t h a n  60 years  by  t h e  
famous C h i e f  Washakie,  bo rn  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1800, 
a l t h o u g h  h i s  e x a c t  b i r t h d a t e  has  neve r  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  
Know as  a g r e a t  leader  among h i s  p e o p l e  and a f r i e n d  t o  
t h e  i n v a d i n g  w h i t e  man, Washakie became chief:  in 1840 and 
remained c h i e f  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1900. 



One example t h a t  best h e l p s  t o  show Washakie ' s  g r e a t  
wisdom o c c u r e d  when t h e  Shoshones  j o i n e d  G e n e r a l  Crook on  
a U.S. m i l i t a r y  campaign,  Gen. Crook had marched f rom 
F o r t  F e t t e r m a n  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i.n t h e  Army's p l a n  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  S i o u x  and t h e  Cheyenne t r i b e s  b a c k  t o  t he i r  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  and t h e  Shoshones j o i n e d  him t o  f i g h t  two of 
t h e i r  o l d  enemies .  T h i s  campaign e v e n t u a l l y  ended w i t h  
t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of Gen. George Armstrong C u s t e r  and  t h i s  
t r o o p s  i n  the b a t t l e  of t h e  L i t t l e  B i g  Horn on  J u n e  2 5 ,  
1876 . 
Crook was s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  R a t t l e  of t h e  Rosebud because  h i s  
s u p p l i e s  were t o  n e a r l y  e x h a s t e d  t o  p r o c e e d .  Over 150 
Shoshones  f o u g h t  w i t h  Crook, who was t o  be r e i n f o r c e d  by 
Gen. M e r r i t t  and t h e n  march t o  j o i n  C u s t e r .  Washakie ' s  
advice t o  Crook was: ''Even w i t h  Gen M e t t i t t ' s  
r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  you a r e  s t i l l  outnumbered 3- to-1.  Leave 
them a l o n e  f o r  a f e w  days.  They c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  
Large numbers i n  t h e  camp and they  w i l l  have t o  s ca t t e r  
f o r  meat and p a s t u r e .  They w i l l  soon  b e g i n  t o  f i g h t  among 
themselves and some w i l l  s n e a k  away t o  t h e i r  a g e n c i e s . "  
O f  Course ,  t h e  r e s t  is h i s t o r y .  

I t  is very p r o b a b l e  t h a t  had W a s h a k i e ' s  advice been  t a k e n ,  
t h e r e  would n o t  have been a b a t t l e  a t  t h e  L i t t l e  B i g  Horn. 

C h i e f  Washakie d i e d  Feb. 21, 1900 and was g i v e n  a f u L l  
m i l i t a r y  f u n e r a l  and  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  o l d  m i l i t a r y  cemetery 
a t  F o r t  Washakie .  

His caske t  was born  upon a c a i s s o n ,  v o l l e y s  were f i r e d  
over h i s  g r a v e  and t a p s  sounded by t h e  b u g l e r .  The 
i n s c r i p t i o n  o v e r  h i s  tomb reads: "Always loyal t o  t h e  
government  and h i s  w h i t e  b r o t h e r s  . 'I 
I n  t h e  Arapahoe T r i b e ,  C h i e f s  Sha rpnose  and B l a c k  Coal a r e  
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  two  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  leaders.  C h i e f  
S h a r p n o s e  r o s e  t o  power v e r y  q u i c k l y ,  a g i f t e d  speaker and 
brave i n  war:. H e  v o l u n t e e r e d  and served i n  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  
unde r  t h e  command of L t .  W.P. C l a r k  of t h e  Second 
Ca la l ry .  H e  comple ted  h i s  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s  and recieved a n  
h o n o r a b l e  d i scharge  i n  1884. 

Those  v i s i t i n g  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  w i l l  r e a d i l y  e x p e r i e n c e  
t h i s  her i tage .  Pow-wows, r o d e o s  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  
o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  summer months and v i s i t o r s  a r e  
welcome a t  all these o c c a s i o n s .  Some of t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  i f  
t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  a l l  i n  easy d r i v i n g  d i s t a n c e  f rom Lander ,  
i n c l u d e :  t h e  g raves i t e s  of C h i e f  Washakie; t h e  town of 
F o r t  Washakie ,  w h i c h  is t h e  hub of t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  
h o u s i n g  n e a r l y  all t h e  t r i b a l  and Bureau of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  
o f f i c e s ;  R o b e r t s  E p i s c o p a l  M i s s i o n ,  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  C a t h o l i c  
M i s s i o n ,  all of which  work a t  p r e s e r v i n g  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e ;  
and v a r i o u s  t r a d i n g  p o s t s  w h i c h  e x h i b i t  and s e l l  
h a n d c r a f t e d  work of b o t h  t h e  Shoshone and Arapahoe t r i b e s  
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as  well as  o t h e c  t r i b e s .  The  c u l t u r a l  s t o r e s  a r e  ' l o c a t e d  
at F o r t  Washakie ,  E t h e t e ,  Arapahoe and a t  S t .  S t e p h e n s  
M i s s i o n .  

EASTERN SHOStlONE TRlBE 

The  E a s t e r n  Shoshone T r i b e  were a pr imi t ive  p e o p l e ,  
wander ing  s i n g l y  O K  i n  s m a l l  f a m i l y  g r o u p s  o v e r  vas t  a r e a s  
i n  q u e s t  of food .  When some of t h e i r  p e o p l e  v e n t u r e d  i n t o  
t h e  R o c k i e s ,  t h e y  found a new way of l i f e .  W h i l e  b u f f a l o  
h u n t i n g ,  t h e y  grouped  t o g e t h e r  and c h o s e  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  

The Shoshone t r i b e  of t o d a y  i s  compr ised  of s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  
of Shoshonean s p e a k i n g  bands ,  a l l  of whom a r e  Great  B a s i n  
p e o p l e .  These  bands roamed f rom t h e  n o r t h e r n  t i p  of S o u t h  
America a c r o s s  w h a t  a r e  now t h e  s t a t e s  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho ,  U t a h  and Nevada. Dur ing  t h e  
e r a  of % e t t l e m e n t "  of I n d i a n  t r i b e s  i n  N o r t h  American a 
t r e a t y  of s e t t l e m e n t  was s i g n e d  between severa l  Shoshone 
and  Bannock bands r e s e r v i n g  some 44,000,000 ac re s  of 
l a n d .  B o u n d a r i e s  were n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  
t r e a t y  i n  1863 b u t  were d e f i n e d  f ive  years l a t e r  when t h e  
f i n a l  F o r t  Bridger  t r e a t y  was n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  E a s t e r n  
S h o s h o n e ' s .  The  Bannocks moved t o  Idaho  and were l a t e r  
s e t t l e d  a t  F o r t  Hal l .  

W i t h i n  the  1.26 e n s u h y  y e a r s  t h e  Wind R i v e r  R e s e r v a t i o n  
ha5 d i m i n i s h e d  a b i t  more t h r o u g h  minor c e s s i o n s  of l a n d .  
Most of t h e  l a n d  se t  a s i d e  f o c  t h e  Shoshone t r i b e  i n  1868 
r ema ins  i n  c o n t r o l ,  and now i n c l u d e s  2.3 m i l l i o n  acres .  

C h i e f  Washakie  became c h i e f  of t h e  e a s t e r n  Shoshones  a b o u t  
1850 and r u l e d  them u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1900. H i s  mother 
was a Shoshone,  and h i s  f a t h e c  Paseego ,  was a F l a t h e a d  
I n d i a n .  H i 5  b i r t h  name was "Shoo t s  S t r a i g h t " ,  because  a 
ray of t h e  m o r n h g  s u n  coming i n t o  t h e  lodge  made a 
s t r a i g h t  line, t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  of h i s  smal l  body. C h i e f  
W a s h a k i e  w h i c h  means " t h e  R a t t l e "  received t h a t  name 
because  h e  would r i d e  among t h e  enemy and s h a k e  h i s  r a t t l e  
s c a r i n g  t h e i r  h o r s e s .  He was always a good f r i e n d  t o  t h e  
w h i t e  man w h i c h  e a r n e d  him a s i l v e r  medai of honor .  

The  Shoshone T r i b e  has  two c o u n c i l s . .  . t h e  b u s i n e s s  and 
the g e n e r a l .  The B u s i n e s s  C o u n c i l  i s  made up of s i x  
t r i b a l  members nominated by t r i b a l  members every two 
y e a r s  and v o t e d  upon t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  whole t r i b e .  The  
G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  c o n s i s t s  of: a l l  members ot' t h e  t r i b e  
18 y e a r s  of age and o l d e r .  



The n a t i v e  foods a r e  m a i n l y  t h e  wildgame: d r i e d  meats 
( e l k  or d e e r ) ,  d i f f e r e n t :  t y p e s  of w i l d  b e r r i e s ,  w i l d  
c a r r o t s  and o n i o n s ,  and water c r e s e n t s  and peppe rmin t  
t e a .  A l l  these f o o d s  c o u l d  be  found i n  t h e  area and 
served i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  ce remonies  ma in ly .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  b u c k s k i n  c l o t h e s  and moccas ins  a r e  n o t  worm 
d a i l y  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  d a n c e s  and r e l i g o u s  ce remonies .  

The  n a t i v e  a r t s  and c r a f t s  have s l o w l y  been 
d i s a p p e a r i n g .  Many of t h e  c r a f t w o r k  of t h e  t r i b e  have 
been t a u g h t  f rom g e n e r a t i o n - t o - . g e n e r a t i o n ,  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
f a m i l y  homes. Beadwork i s  s t i l l  t h e  c r a f t  t h e  Shoshone 
p e o p l e  do .  Efforts a r e  made by d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
w i t h i n  t h e  t r i b e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  s k i l l s .  

The Shoshone p e o p l e  a r e  accustomed t o  t h e  modern w h i t e  
man ' s  way of l i f e ,  b u t  t h e y  s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  of t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s .  

The younger  g e n e r a t i o n  of t h e  t r i b e  a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  
t o  have t h e i r  e lders  teach  t h e  c u l t u r a l  ways and 
t r a d i t i o n s .  

The  Shoshone p e o p l e  o b s e r v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t r a d i t i o n  each 
year d u r i n g  t h e  Sundance,  u s u a l l y  i n  J u l y .  O t h e r  
Shoshone p e o p l e  a r e  members of t h e  Native American 
Church.  C h r i s t i a n i t y  is t h e  predominant  r e l i g i o n  among 
most  I n d i a n s  t o d a y .  

C e l e b r a t i o n s ,  pow-wows and d a n c e s  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
summer months.  H o l i d a y s  a re  celebrated i n t e r - t t i b a l l y  
and  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own f a m i l y  homes. These  c e l e b r a t i o n s  
a r e  open  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h i s  i s  t h e  time t h a t  c e r t a i n  
d a n c e s  a re  h e l d  and  viewed by t h e  p u b l i c .  Many of t h e  
d a n c e s  h e l d  Long ago  a re  no l o n g e r  s e e n  t o d a y .  

E f f o r t s  a r e  made t o  r e t a i n  and preserve t h e  E a s t e r n  
Shoshone l anguage .  Through t h e  E a s t e c n  Shoshone 
C u l t u r a l  and Resource  C e n t e r  who s p o n s o r  a d u l t  l anguage  
c lasses  u s i n g  t r i b a l  members a s  i n s t r u c t o r s .  The 
Shoshones  have no w r i t t e n  a l p h a b e t ,  b u t  e f f o r t s  a re  
a l s o  b e i n g  made by t h e  E a s t e r n  Shoshone Language 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Committee,  t o  r e c o r d ,  t each  and preserve 
t h e  l anguage  . 
I n  May 1988 t h e  d o o r s  of t h e  E a s t e r n  Shoshone C u l t u r a l  
and Resource  C e n t e r  opened t o  preserve t h e  c u l t u r a l  
reaseatch and  document t r i b a l  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n .  
The main g o a l s  a r e  t o  s p o n s o r  l anguage  c lasses  i n  t h e  
F o r t  Washakie and Crowhear t  a r eas  f o r  t r i b a l  members 
and d e s c e n d a n t s  of t h e  t r i b e ,  ga ther  and research 
m a t e r i a l s  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  t r i b e ,  e s t a b l i s h  a 
r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r ,  and ho ld  annuaL T r e a t y  Day 
Ce l e  b r  a t ion . 



The current: Board members aEe: Vina Ingawanup, Alta 
Hill, Jola LeBeau, Caroline Mills and Rose Goggles. 
For more information contact the above Board members, 
call or write: Eastern Shoshone Cuttural and Resource 
Center, PO Box 1008, Fort Washakie, Wyoming 82514, 
(307) 332-9106. 

THE NORTHERN ARAPAHO OF WIND RIVER 

Sky People 01: Blue Cloud People, as they are commonly 
referred to by the Sioux and Cheyenne, the Northern 
Arapaho Tribe of the 20th century is increasingly 
becoming of age in today's high tech society. 

The bribe boasts a birth rate twice that of Fremont 
County, and an educational awareness which is producing 
colLege graduates that are returning to the Wind River 
Indian Reservation and successfully pursuing their 
individual goals and careers 

The Northern Arapaho Tribe exercises tribal 
self-govecnance, functioning under the realm and legal 
status as a dependent sovereign nation. The Tribe 
maintains a general assembly format called "General 
Councilt8, which acts as final authority in all matters 
f o r  the tribe. 

Every two years the tribe elects an administrative 
body, "The Northern Arapaho Business Council, to 
govern in a limited capacity, which acts in an 
executive and legislative fashion. Six ( 6 )  tribal 
members are elected, by popular vote, in the fall and 
begin their. respective terms at the beginning of the 
calendar year. 

The Northern Arapaho Share the Wind River Reservation 
with the Eastern Shoshone; both bribes share all 
benefits equally including oil and gas royalities, 
hunting and fishing, and all other natural resources, 
which produce economic and social profits. 

The Arapaho generally reside on the eastern portion of 
the Wind River Reservation, in or near the communities 
of Arapaho Ranch (near Thermopolis, WY), Beaver Creek, 
St. Stephens, Arapahoe, l7-Mile, Mill Creek, Ethete and 
30 hns town . 
Economically, the tribe is steadily gaining and 
pioneering efforts to put the Tribe on the map as an 
economic force in F'remont County and the State of 
Wyoming. Present efforts include the establishment of 
a bank or financial institution, businesses to sefve 
the daily needs of tribal membership (grocery stores, 



full-service gas stations, laundromats , other 
commercial retail outlets), agricultural and tanching 
enterprises, and the recruitment of Light industry. 
The tribe is a l s o  investigating the possibliities of 
investment outside o t  tribal structure and becomming 
competive in the open market place. 



--- Governor I s  Economic -Developmznt Field Tour 

Fremont County, Wyoming 
June 28-30, 1989 

Schedule of Events 
Day One 

Tuesdx- June 27,- 1989 

6:OO -- 8:OO p.m. -I Registration and No Host Cocktails 
Holiday Inn, Riverton 

Wednesday, June 28, 1989 

6:OO a.m. - Breakfast, Holiday Inn sponsored by 
Rocky Mountain Federal 

6:30 a.m. - Welcome and Tour Orientation 
Don Brosz, University of Wyoming, Laramie - 

Wagon Master 

Albert Brown, Mayor, City of Riverton 

Thomas Satterfield, Vice-chairman Fremont 
County Board of County Commissioners 

Steve Schmitz, Economic Development & 

Narrator: Warren Thompson, Riverton 
TJ ives t oc k Auc t ion. 

Stabilization Board 
7:OO a.m. Board Buses 

7:lO a.m. Arrive County Fairgrounds, Riverton 

7:50 a.m. Board Buses 
Narrator: John Smith, Northern 
Arapahoe Developement Commission 

8:OO a.m Arrive St. Stephen's - 
B o b  Spoonhunter Executive Director, 

North American Indian Heritage 
Center 

the North American Indian Heritage 
Center 

Members of the Board of Directors of 

9:00 a.m. Board Buses 
Narrators during t r i p  to Hudson 
Bob Spoonhunter, Executive Director- 

North American Indian Heritage 
Center 

Lander 
Charles Fiala, City Administrator, 
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9:15 a . m .  Fremont Foods, Hudson 
Debra Mitchell, Owner, Fremont Foods 
Charles Fiala, City Administrator, 

Lander 

9:55 a.m. Board Buses 
Narrators during trip to Wyoming State 
Training School, 
Bruce Armentrout Small Business 

Ron Cunningham, Univeisity 

Tony Malmberg, Fremont County 

Development Center, Lander, 

Extention Agent, Lander 

Cattleman's Association 

10:15 a,m. Arrive Wyoming State Training School 
Refreshment Break (sponsored by 

Maureen Donahue, Training School 

Joyce Jansa, Public Relations 

W.S.T.S.) 

Director, 

Director, WSTS, Mayor of Lander 

10:45 a.m. Board Buses 

11:OO a.m. Arrive National Outdoor Leadership School 
( N O L S ) ,  Lander 
Dave Neary, Wyoming Director, NOLS, 
Lander, 
Bonnie Hof bauer , NOLS 

11:45 a.m. Board Buses 
Narrator, Linda Hewitt, Manager, Lander 

Chamber of Commerce 

1200 noon Eagle Bronze, Lander 
Lunch (sponsored by Eagle Bronze) 
Steve Schmitz, Director, Economic 

Governor's Welcome - Mike Sullivan, 
Development & Stabilization Board 

Governor, State of Wyoming 
Art Show 

1:30 p.m. Board Buses 
Narrator during trip to Wyoming Wood 

Charles Fiala, City Administrator, 
Products 

Lander 

1:45 p.m. Arrive Wyoming Wood Products 
Pat Hickerson, Manager, Wyoming Mood 

Products 

2:25 p.m. Board Buses 



2 3 5  p.m. 

3:05  p.m. 

3:2O p.m. 

4 : 0 0  p.m. 

4:15 p.m. 

5:lO p.m. 

5:15 p.m.  

6:OO p.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

8:OO p.m. 

8 : 4 5  p.m. 

Atrive Rocky Mountain Enterprises, Lander 
Jerry Rowe, Owner, Rocky Mountain 

Fnterpsises 

Board Buses 
Narrators during t r i p  to Wind River 

Meats, 
Bruce Arrnentrout, Small Business 

Deve Lopment Center, 
Ron Cunningham, University Extension 

Agent, Lander 

Arrive Wind River Meats 

Meats 
Charles Etickson, Manager Wind River 3 

Board Buses 
Narrator during trip to Llama Ranch 
Charles Fiala, City Administrator, 

Lander 

Arrive Pop0 Agie Ranch, Lander 
Refrestment Break (sponsored by Pop0 

Agie Ranch and Lander Valley Cow 
Belles), 

Darlene and Dave Vaughn, CO-owners, 
Anna Johnson, co-owner 

Board Buses 

Arrive Buffalo Ranch, Lander 
Dave Rayno lds, Owner 

Board Buses 

Arrive Lander City Park 
Bar €3--Q Buffalo Dinner 
Lander Ware Fair, 
Entertainment 
Master of Ceremonies Art Werner 
Joyce Jansa, Mayor, City of Lander 
Indian Dancers 

Board Buses 

Arrive Holiday Inn, Riverton 

GOOD NIGHT! 



LANDER COMMUNITY 
OVERVIEW 



LANDER ' S LOCAL HISTORY 

L a n d e r ' s  h i s t o r y  c a n  be t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  1812,  when S o u t h  
Pass was d i s c o v e r e d  as  a r e l a t i v e l y  easy and level  
r o u t e  o v e r  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d iv ide .  Bo th  t h e  Oregon and 
Mormom Trails used  S o u t h  Pass  a s  t h e y  made t h e i r  way 
o v e r  t h e  Rocky Mountaims i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 9  and 1850's. I n  
1858 a s u r v e y  camp f o r  t h e  Oregon T r a i l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  Pass on  t h e  midd le  fork of t h e  Pop0 
Agie River. This  l i t t l e  camp was t o  become t h e  C i t y  of 
La nde r . 
I n  1842 g o l d  was d i s c o v e r e d  o n  S o u t h  Pass. However, i t  
was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  mid -1860 ' s  t h a t  a n y  major  p r o s p e c t i n g  
t o o k  p lace  due  t o  h o s t i l e  I n d i a n  t r i bes  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  
a rea .  Small  min ing  camp towns s p r a n g  up on  t h e  Pass 
d u r i n g  t h i s  boom e ra .  Se t t le rs  moved t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n t o  
t h e  Pop0 Agie V a l l e y  where  game was more p l e n t i f u l  and 
t h e  c l imate  more f a v o r a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The Lander  
V a l l e y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  mining  towns w i t h  meat, vegetables ,  
f r u i t  and g r a i n .  By t h e  mid-.18701s,  most of t h e  
access ib l e  g o l d  had been removed f rom t h e  mines and 
S o u t h  Pass q u i c k l y  decreased i n  p o p u l a t i o n .  Many of 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s e t t l e r s  moved i n t o  t h e  Lander  V a l l e y .  

In 1870 Camp Brown was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
Shoshone I n d i a n s  f rom r a i d s  by o t h e r  I n d i a n  t r i b e s .  
T h r e e  years l a t e r  a t r e a t y  was s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  Shoshone 
l n d i a n s  o p e n i n g  up t h e  a r e a  between t h e  Pop0 Agie River 
and  S o u t h  Pass  t o  homes tead ing .  These  two e v e n t s  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a n  i n f l u x  of homes teade r s  i n t o  t h e  Wind 
River V a l l e y  a r ea .  I n  1884 F'remont County was created 
and  i n  t h e  same y e a r  Lander  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  and made 
t h e  County s e a t .  

S h e e p  and c a t t l e m e n  were a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  area w i t h  its 
p r o d u c t i v e  canch  l a n d .  B y  t h e  1880's b o t h  i n d u s t K i e s  
had e s t a b l i s h e d  a s t r o n g  f o o t h o l d  and have been a major  
c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  Lander  and Wyoming. 

O i l  was d i s c o v e r e d  in t h e  a r e a  by e a r l y  t r a p p e r s .  The 



filcst oil c1ai.m was staked southeast of Lander in 
1873, This also marked the first oil well being 
drilled in the West, at the Dallas oil field southwest 
o f  Lander. The oil industry has continued to be a 
major contributing industry to the area for over a 
hundred years. 

In cesponse to these growing industties, Lander's 
downtown area grew and prospered. In the years between 
1880 and 1910 there wefe three brick yards in the 
Lander Valley, supporting the community's growth. Some 
of the brick produced was exported, but most war; used 
in local buildings. Many of the old buildings which 
are still standing are a living historical testimony of 
Lander's early development. 

Lander also became an agricultural center because of 
its location and climate. Fruit, vegetables and grain 
were produced and exported from the aKea. At one time 
there were several grain mills in the area. One is 
still i n  operation at the east end of Main Street. 
There was also a brewery in operation during the 
1880's. To transport these products, the freighting 
businesses prospered until the coming of the railroad 
in 1906. With the railroad came more settlers and the 
community continued to grow. 

I n  the 1910's8 coal mines opened in Hudson, eight miles 
northeast of Lander, which increased business in 
Lander's growing commercial district, These mines were 
in production until the early 1950's. 

During the 19201s, tourism became a major contributor 
to Lander's growth as the city became known as the 
gateway to Yellowstone Park. The city was a pleasant 
stop on the highway to the Park and the end of the 
raikoad line f o r  tourists traveling by train. Large 
Luxury hotels were built on Main Street to accommodate 
travelers on their way to Yellowstone. Since that 
time, tourism has been a vital part of Lander's economy. 

Tourism was only one of a number of factors that helped 
the Thndsr community through the depression years. The 
economic resilience to the rough times caused the gold 
mine on South Pass to reopen, Phosphate and asbestos 
mines were also operating in the area during the 1920's 
and 1930's bringing money and jobs into the community. 

The last major period of growth came in the 1950% when 
uranium and i.ron ore mines opened in F'remont County. 
These new industries bEought many jobs and a 
substantial increase in population. 

Since settlers first came to Lander from South Pass, 
the Indians have played an important part in the 



communi ty ' s  g rowth .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  of b a n d e r ' s  
deve lopmen t ,  men s t a t i o n e d  o n  t h e  Wind River I n d i a n  
R e s e r v a t i o n  a t  F o r t  Washak ie  came t o  Lander  t o  spend 
t h e i r  e a r n h g s .  The I n d i a n s  have a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
l o c a l  economy by coming t o  Lander  f o r  goods  and  
services .  The  I n d i a n s  have a l s o  made a c u l t u r a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  u n i q u e  c u l t u r a l  and  s o c i a l  
e v e n t s  t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  on  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  

Many of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  d u I i n g  L a n d e r ' s  e a r l y  y e a r s  
remain i n t a c t ,  i n  u s e  and r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged o r  
s l i g h t l y  changed w i t h  new facades .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
a legacy of t h e  h i s t o r y  and  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  g rowth ,  
deve lopmen t  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  a c e n t e r  of commerce 
f o r  t h e  a r e a .  

Lander  I s  downtown commerc ia l  d i s t r i c t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
C i t y ' s  and  r e g i o n ' s  g rowth  and  development  s i n c e  t h e  
1880's. The c e g i o n ' s  c o l o r f u l  h i s t o r y  and e v o l u t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a r e  e v i d e n t .  

The C i t y  of Lander  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  west c e n t f a l  p a r t  
of t h e  s t a t e  and  s i t s  a t  a n  e l e v a t i o n  of 5 8 3 5 7  f e e t ,  
n e s t l e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  w i t h  t h e  majes t ic  Wind River 
Moun ta ins  r i s i n g  t o  o v e r  13,000 f e e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and  
west.  The Pop0 Agie River ,  w h i c h  has i t s  b e g i n n i n g s  
near t h e  C o n t i n e n t a L  D i v i d e ,  meanders  p e a c e f u l l y  
t h r o u g h  town. S t a t e  Highway 28 i n t e r s e c t s  U.S. Highway 
287 a t  t h e  e a s t  edge of town. 

CLIMATE 

Lander  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n a t u r a l  p o c k e t ,  c a u s i n g  a l l  
w inds ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h o s e  f rom t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  
t o  be down s l o p e  i n  n a t u r e .  T h i s  p r o d u c e s  a Chinook 
e f f e c t ,  most n o t i c e a b l y  f rom t h e  w e s t .  The average 
wind speed  a t  t h e  weather s t a t i o n  is 6 . 7  mph. D u r i n g  
t h e  56 y e a r s  wind s p e e d  was r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
town, t h e  a v e r a g e  wind s p e e d  was 4 . 7  mph. Lander  
boasts of b e i n g  one  of t h e  l e a s t  windy c i t i e s  i n  
America.  W i t h  i t s  she l t e red  l o c a t i o n ,  Lander  is  
p r o t e c t e d  f rom most of: t h e  s e v e r e  w i n t e r  s t o r m s .  The 
a v e r a g e  w i n t e r  t e m p e r a t u r e  i s  21.3 d e g r e e s  F #  t h e  
a v e r a g e  d a i l y  h i g h  b e i n g  3 6  degrees E', w i t h  1 degree F 
b e i n g  t h e  a v e r a g e  d a i l y  low. 

F i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y  d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  summer t h e  
t e m p e r a t u r e  r e a c h e s  o r  e x c e e d s  9 0  degrees E', u s u a l l y  
d u r i n g  J u l y  and  Augus t .  The h i g h e s t  t e m p e r a t u r e  
r e c o r d e d  was 101 degrees F i n  J u l y  1 9 5 4 .  Even t h e  
warmest  d a y s  a r e  n o t  o p p r e s s i v e  d u e  t o  low h u m i d i t y  
and  c o o l  n i g h t  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w h i c h  a v e r a g e  3 0  degrees 
F' lower t h a n  t h e  dai.Ly h i g h .  



Mounta ins  b l o c k  m o i s t u r e  fcom t h e  P a c i f i c  c f e a t i n g  a 
s e m i - a r i d  climate.  Lander  receives a b o u t  13 i n c h e s  
of m o i s t u r e  per year.  The heavies t  and most 
p e r s i s t e n t  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  comes when t h e  wind i n  t h e  
lower levels  is f rom t h e  e a s t .  Through a c o m b i n a t i o n  
of low p r e s s u r e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and h i g h  p r e s s u r e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  and because  of i t s  l o c a t i o n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
mounta in ,  Lander  receives more p r e c i p i t a t i o n  t h a n  
much of t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a rea .  More t h a n  a t h i r d  of 
t h e  a n n u a l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o c c u r s  i n  A p r i l  and May, 
w i t h  a n o t h e r  smaller p e a k  i n  September and O c t o b e r .  
Summer m o i s t u r e  comes f rom o c c a s i o n a l  showers .  About 
o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  a n n u a l  s n o w f a l l  comes i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
months of March and  A p r i l .  

GEOLOGY 

The C i t y  o f  Lander  is l o c a t e d  on  t h e  boundary of t h e  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  s l o p e  of t h e  Wind River Range and t h e  
s o u t h w e s t e r n  edge of t h e  Wind River B a s i n .  
E l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  from 5300 f ee t  a t  Lander  t o  13,200 
f ee t  a t  Wind River Peak t o  t h e  west. The area has a 
Long and complex g e o l o g i c  h i s t o r y .  

The Wind River Range is t h e  largest  discrete  mounta in  
mass in t h e  s t a t e  and a l s o  has  t h e  h i g h e s t  summit 
p e a k s ,  s u c h  a s  G a n n e t t  Peak ,  Fremont  Peak ,  M t .  
B o n n e v i l l e  and Wind River Peak. T r e n d i n g  N 4 0  W f rom 
S o u t h  Pass  C i t y  on  t h e  s o u t h  t o  F i s h  L a k e  Mounta in  on 
t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  r a n g e  is  a major  barr ief  between 
w e s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  Wyoming. I n  a broad  way, t h e  
mounta in  mass has a n  ea s t  s l o p i n g  f l a n k  i n  which  t h e  
s e d i m e n t a r y  r o c k s  a r e  exposed  i n  a ser ies  of 
hogbacks .  Glaciated peaks  mark t h e  c e n t r a l  r e g i o n ,  
and  permanent  i ce  f i e l d s  l i e  i n  t h e  higher  v a l l e y  
heads.  

Almost e x a c t l y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of Wyoming there is  a 
rhomb shaped  t o p o g r a p h i c  d e p r e s s i o n  known a s  t h e  Wind 
River B a s i n .  N o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a r e a  i s  s i m p l e ,  s i n c e  
t h e  moun ta ins  b o t h  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  of t h e  
b a s i n  t r e n d  n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h e a s t ,  whereas t h e  b a s i n  is 
bowed down a l o n g  a n  east-west a x i s .  The  deepest p a r t  
of t h e  t r o u g h  is  a t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  immedia t e ly  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Owl C r e e k  Moun ta ins .  

The w e s t e r n  boundary  of t h e  b a s i n  i s  t h e  e a s t - d i p p i n g  
f l a n k  of t h e  Wind River Moun ta ins ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  t r e n d i n g  hogbacks  of s e d i m e n t a r y  
r o c k s .  The s o u t h e r n  boundary is, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
a n o r t h - f a c i n g  e s c a r p m e n t ,  known a s  Beaver R i m .  

W i t h i n  t h e  Wind River B a s i n  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  p r o d u c i n g  
o i l  f i e l d  in Wyoming, t h e  Da l l a s  Dome f i e l d ,  l o c a t e d  



a b o u t  s i x  miles s o u t h e a s t  of Lander .  A l so  w i t h i n  
t h i s  b a s i n  a r e  l o c a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  major  uran ium 
d e p o s i t s  found i n  t h e  S t a t e .  

S i n k s  Canyon i s  l o c a t e d  s i x  miles s o u t h w e s t  of Lander  
in t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  Middle Fork  of t h e  Pop0 A g k e  
River. In t h i s  acea,  a l l  t h e  s e d i m e n t a r y  s t r a t a  
s o u t h w e s t  o f  Lander  are dippi .ng a b o u t  15  degrees t o  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and away f rom t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  Wind 
R i v e r  Moun ta ins .  The  mouth of t h e  canyon,  a t  the 
point :  where t h e  stream f l o w s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  f l a t s ,  is 
very nar row and is  e r o d e d  i n t o  t h e  c r o s s - b e d d e d  w h i t e  
t o  buf f  s a n d s t o n e  of t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  T e n s l e e p  
S a n d s t o n e .  Some g l a c i a l  outwash  e x t e n d s  eastward 
f rom t h e  canyon mouth, and a very f a i n t  s u g g e s t i o n  of 
a mora ine  c a n  be de tec ted .  

As one  t r a v e r s e s  u p  t h e  canyon toward t h e  S i n k s ,  one  
goes lower i n  t h e  s t r a t e g r a p h i c  s e c t i o n  and sees 
o l d e r  r o c k s .  A t  t h e  u p p e r  end of t h e  v a l l e y ,  n e a r  
t h e  s w i t c h b a c k s ,  P r e c a m b r i a n  r o c k s  a r e  exposed .  

The S i n k s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t h i c k  l i m e s t o n e s  of t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i a n  Madison F o r m a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  n e a r  
t h e  t o p  of t h a t  u n i t .  The  stream d i s a p p e a r s  i n t o  a 
cavern o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y  and r e a p p e a r s  
i n  a s p r i n g  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  r o a d ,  a few 
hundred yards  downstream. 

Commercial m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  found i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
a r e a  i n c l u d e  c o a l ,  o i l ,  n a t u r a l  gas ,  i r o n  o r e  
( t a c o n i t e ) ,  p h o s p h a t e  r o c k ,  l i m e s t o n e .  uran ium o ~ e s ,  
g o l d  and  jade .  

COMMEKC:T.AL/INDUSTRlAL FACLT.sITIES 

Lander  o f f e r s  a n  abundance  of l a n d  f o r  commerc ia l  
e x p a n s i o n . .  The  c i t y  is c u r r e n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  a 170 
a c r e  t e c h n i c a l  p a r k  s u i t e d  f o r  " h i g h  tech" re la ted  
b u s i n e s s e s .  The  4 7  acre  D e t o z i e r  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k  
p r o v i d e s  l o t s  f o r  heavier commercial u s e s .  

Many d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s ,  s p e c i a l t y  shops, s u p e r m a r k e t s  
and  n a t i o n a l  c h a i n  s t o r e s  e x i s t  t o  meet a wide 
v a r i e t y  of s h o p p i n g  needs .  Two banks ,  two c r e d i t  
u n i o n s  and a savi-ngs and l o a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  make t h e i r  
homes i n  Lande r .  

MEDICAL SEHVlCES 

Lander  V a l l e y  R e g i o n a l  Medical C e n t e r  is a 107-bed 
a c u t e  ca re  medical f a c i l i t y  s e r v i n g  w e s t e r n - c e n t r a l  
Wyoming. The new b u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  was opened November 
1 3 ,  1983, c o n t a i n s  95 p r i v a t e  p a t i e n t  rooms and 1 2  
K A / C C U  beds within its 98,000 s q u a r e  f ee t .  LVHMC 



oveclooks the community and is located between the 
Lander Airport and the public golf course. 
Thirty-five phys i c ia ns represent twenty- two 
specialties and subspecialties on the medical staff. 
LVRMC employs 180 persons and is considered one of 
the top ten employers in E'remont County. LVRMC 
provides technological capabilities including laser 
surgery, c o l o r  flow ultra-sound, mobile MRI, a 
laminar air flow surgical suite, CT scan and Cardiac 
Cath TJab. Special hospital community services 
include health education programs, medical library, 
alternative birthing center, diabetic education, 
diagnostic breast care center, cranio-mandibular 
clinic for head, neck and facial pain, respiratory 
home oxygen services and volunteer opportunities 
including Velping € i a n d ~ ~ ~ .  Lander Valley Regional 
Medical Center's mission is "to focus on the 
well-being of people in a service area through a 
variety of medical, hospital and other healthcare 
programs designed to achieve and sustain a state of 
exuberant health". 

PineHidge Elospital i s  a treatment center for chemical 
abuse and for psychiatric problems. The 48-bed 
hospital opened in October 1984 and offers treatment 
for adolescents and adults. With a staff of 70 
employees, the hospital features the services of two 
psychiatrists, psychologists, licensed counselors, 
therapists and registered nurses dedicated to quality 
care. The hospital is accredited by the J o i n t  
Commi s s ion on Accreditation Of Hea 1 t hcar e 
Organizations, and has outreach clinics in Riverton, 
Green River, Casper  and Laramie. 

In addition, the city has other  health care 
personnel. The city boasts six dentists, one 
chiropractic center and two optometric clinics which 
compliment the excellent medical community. Thus, 
the City of Lander can meet any and a l l  health care 
needs that most anyone may have. 

LOCAL GOVEHNMENT SERVICES 

Lander City Government works in harmony with the 
community in order to preserve the lifestyle, 
offering a wide range of services under a strong 
mayor- council form of government. A city relatively 
free of crime, Lander's police force numbers 19. 
A l s o  headquartered in Lander is the sheriff and State 
Hiyhway Patrol offices, each providing strong 
protection f o r  the community. Dedicated volunteers 
make up both the city and rural firefighting 
departments. 



PIRE AND POLICE PROTECTION 

F i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  is p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Lander V o l u n t e e r  
F i r e  Depar tment ,  a d e p a r t m e n t  of 39 v o l u n t e e r s  w i t h  a 
f i r e  r a t i n g  of 5 .  Response tj .me f rom t h e  f i r e  h a l l  
t o  most Lander  l o c a t i o n s  is less t h a n  5 m i n u t e s .  

Several l o c a l  p r i v a t e  f i r m s  p r o v i d e  equipment  f o r  
remote  s e c u r i t y  and a l a r m  m o n i t o r i n g .  Alarms a r e  
mon i to red  by t h e  Lander  Po l i ce  Depar tment ,  24 h o u r s  
p e r  day, and  head end equipment  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  d i s p a t c h e r  o f f i c e .  S i g n a l s  a r e  
t r a n s m i t t e d  ove r  leased t e l e p h o n e  l i n e s .  I n  t h e  case 
of a f i r e  a l a r m  system b e i n g  a l e r t e d ,  t h e  d i s p a t c h e r  
i n i t i a t e s  and d i r e c t s  t h e  v o l u n t e e r  d e p a r t m e n t .  

GROUND TRANSPORTATION 

Powder R i v e r  bus 1i .nes p r o v i d e s  p u b l i c  ground 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  nea rby  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  communi t ies  
w h i c h  a r e  served by C o n t i n e n t a l  T r a i l w a y s .  

Edson-DLH E x p r e s s ,  N o r t h  P a r k  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
Mountain H i g h  T r u c k i n g ,  U n i t e d  Parcel  S e r v i c e s  and 
Federal  E x p r e s s  a l l  p r o v i d e  Lander  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  
se rv ice .  

AIRPORT PROFILES: 

---I_-- Hunt F i e l d  A i r p o r t  

Munt F i e l d  A i r p o r t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  c i t y ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1950.  E x i s t i n g  
a i r p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  a s i n g l e  runway 5,100 f e e t  
l o n g  by 75 f e e t  wide ,  a n  a p r o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  lZO,OOO 
s q u a r e  f ee t  i n  a rea ,  c o n t a i n i n g  3 6  t i e  downs, three 
f u e l  pumps, s e v e n  I I T I l  h a n g a r s  and 11 r e c t a n g u l a r  
h a n g a r s .  N a v i g a t i o n a l  a i d s  i n c l u d e  runway l i g h t s ,  a 
1 0 - i n c h  h i g h  i n t e n s i t y  beacon and  a l i g h t e d  wind 
cone .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a UNICOM f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  
s i t e ,  o p e r a t e d  e i g h t  h o u r s  a day by Lander  Airways. 
The a i r p o r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n s  a p i l o t  
Lounge, r e s t r o o m s  and f i x e d -  base o p e r a t i o n  o f f i c e .  

Land ings  and t a k e - o f f s  a v e r a g e  15,000 o n  a n  a n n u a l  
bas i s .  The  a i r p o r t  manager estimates t h a t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  Hunt F i e l d  a r e  2 0  p e r c e n t  cha r t e r ,  50 
p e r c e n t  p r i v a t e  t r a n s i e n t ,  10 p e r c e n t  p r i v a t e - l o c a l  
and  20  p e r c e n t  s t u d e n t  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s .  

F u t u r e  improvements i n c l u d e  a d d i t i o n a l  h a n g a r s ,  
h e l i o p a d  and n e c e s s a r y  p a v i n g  a round  t h e  U . S .  Weather 
Bureau b u i l d i n g  and t h e  new h a n g a r s .  F u r t h e r ,  a n  
access l a n e  has been c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e  



Lander Valley Regional Medical Center and Hunt Field 
to provide an air ambulance service. 

Fremont County Regional Airport 

The Fremont County Regional Airport consists of a 
main asphalt runway 8,200 feet long by 150 feet wide, 
a cross wind runway 2,600 feet Long by 75 feet wide, 
a taxiway 4,000 feet Long by 5 0  feet wide, 5 tie 
downs, 4 2  hangars and fuel facilities. 

Navigational aids include runway lights, UNICOM, a 

weather observation. 
beacon, REZL, EASI, VOR-DME, LIzts8 LOC, NDB, ALS and 

The airport administration building contains car 
rental service, a restaurant and other passenger 
conveniences. 

Landings and take-offs average 14,000 on an annual 
basis. Operations at the regional airport are 4 
percent charter, 54  percent private, 37 percent 
commuter, and 5 percent air carrier. 

Commercial airlines offer several daily flights to 
and from Denver. 

EDUCATION 

Educational opportunities in Lander cover a broad 
range of experience beginning with the Public Schools 
to the National Outdoor Leadership School which 
extends its educational offering as far away as 
Africa. 

The Lander Public Schools extend a full range of 
programming in the basics, the arts, general 
interest, vocational, special education, and gifted 
and talented. 

The average scores of Lander students greatly exceed 
the norms scored by students nationally. Class size 
and well equipped schools compliment a truly 
dedicated and caring staff in the education o f  all 
area and community youth. 

Beyond the excellent primary and secondary 
educational facilities of the city, there are two 
specialty schools as well. The Wyoming State 
Training School  is a state- run facility providing 
care and education for the profoundly handicapped. 
Not only does the school o f f e r  educational programs 
for the handicapped but a l s o  houses, feeds and 
provides excellent medical and dental care. The 
WOK Id headquarters for the National Outdoor 
Leadership School is in Cander. This school offers 
accredited courses in a wide range of outdoor skills, 

( 3 8 )  



including climbing, survival technique, kayaking, 
skiing, etc. on a year-round schedule. Their courses 
are conducted in very diverse locations ranging from 
the nearby Wind R i v e r  Mountains to Kenya, Africa. 
Central Wyoming College, located 20 miles away, also 
maintains an o f f i c e  in Lander and offers a wide range 
of vocational and liberal arts programs. 

A listing of the education facilities follows: 
Lander Northside Elementary School, Lander Southside 
Elementary School, Lander West Elementary School, 
Hudson Elementary School, Starrett Junior High 
School, Lander Valley High School, Central Wyoming 
College, National Outdoor Leadership School, Wyoming 
State Training School, University of Wyoming 
Extension classes and Child Development Services of 
F'remont County. 

COMMlJN I CAT IONS 

Lander ha5 one newspaper and radio station KOVE/KDLY 
AM/IF'M directly serviny its people. The national 
award winning Wyoming State Journal has been serving 
the T,ander area for a century, publishing semi-weekly 
with coverage reflecting the news and attitudes of 
the community. 

A recent communications breakthrough is Wyomingts 
first public television station, which began 
broadcasting through Central Wyoming College in the 
spring of 1983. Besides offering national PBS 
programming, there is local educational and cultural 
programming produced at the Lander production studio. 

Telephone service in Lander is provided by U.S. West, 
Western Union offers telegraph service and the Lander 
post office is a class--one postal branch. 

Cable television i s  provided by Telecommunications, 
Incorporated. 

HOUS ING 

Whenever a new business is established, housing for 
employees is of prime importance. Lander provides a 
wide range of housing opportunities including types 
of housing, location and price. The price ranges t'or 
apartments in Lander are from $195 to $375 with 
renters usually paying t'or their utilities except for 
water and sewer, in which case the landlord normally 
pays for that utility. Local residents are served by 
Pacific Power and Light and Northern Gas Company. 
The City of Lander is a full service city which 
provides 50 miles of paved streets. Two private 
contractors provide solid waste disposal. 



RECREATION 

Lander is situated in an area of Wyoming that offers 
the best outdoor. recreational opportunities in the 
West. Landerr is the gateway to two of the most 
spectacular national parks in the United States, 
Grand Teton National Park and Yellowstone National 
Park. 

Additionally, a mere five to ten minutes drive from 
Lander is the S i n k s  Canyon State Park and Shoshone 
National Forest. Both areas provide excellent 
hunting, fishing, camping and cross country skiing 
opportunities. The heartier souls in the community 
also utilize Sinks Canyon State Park for polishing 
their mountain climbing skills. 

The nearby mountains are a playground paradise. 
During the summer, day or weekend trips to the Wind 
River Mountains provide a spectacular background for 
hiking, camping, climbing or just for a family 
drive. High country Lakes, rivers and streams yield 
some of the best fishing in the country, while larger 
lakes on the nearby plains feature boating, sailing 
and water skiing. 

In the wintertime, snow related activities swing into 
high gear. The Lander area is superb for cross 
country skiing. Alpine skiers enjoy the nearby 
Jackson Hole Recreation Area, which offers three 
uncrowded major s k i  resoEts. Snowmobiling, ice 
skating and ice fishing remain popular winter 
activities. 

One ot' the favorite areas close to Lander is the Loop 
Road, which winds through the majestic mountains 
above the city before intersecting with the South 
Pass highway south of Lander. As you begin the  
ascent up the Loop Road through Sinks Canyon, be sure 
to stop and investigate one of Lander's natural 
wonders - -  the rise and fall of the Sinks. 

Here the P o p 0  Agie River (pronounced po-po-shia) 
actually disappears underground, only to resurface a 
halt' mile downstream. The rise and fall of the Sinks 
has provided much mystery and legend through the 
years. 

As the road continues to climb, the view grows even 
more splendid as natural wildlife, vegetation and 
rock formations abound. Finally you reach the top, 
as the road continues f o r  15 miles by beautiful 
mountain meadows and lakes that offer excellent 
hiking, camping and fishing. T h e  roads ends on South 



Pass, hiyh a t o p  the C o n t i n e n t . a l  Div ide .  

Near Lander  aLe h i s t o r i c a l .  s i tes  t h a t  a r e  a n  i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of t h e  Wes te rn  h i s t o r y .  S o u t h  Pass  C i t y ,  
A t l a n t i c  C i t y  and t h e  Oregon T r a i l  were a l l  v i t a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  and development  of t h i s  p a r t  
of t h e  c o u n t r y .  P e o p l e  c a n  s t i l l  e n j o y  these Links  
w i t h  o u r  p a s t  f i r s t h a n d  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  l o c a t e d  a 
s h o r t  d r i v e  from Lander .  

O t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  o n l y  
m u n i c i p a l  g o l f  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  many o u t d o o r  
r o d e o s ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  l e a g u e s  f o r  s o f t b a l l  and s o c c e r ,  
v o l l e y b a l l ,  t e n n i s  and snowmobil ing.  Lander  p r o v i d e s  
a wide  r a n g e  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  e v e r y o n e  
r e g a r d l e s s  of age o r  p r e f e r e n c e .  

WYOMING CONTINENTAL DIVIDE SNOWIOBXLE T R A I L  

The Wyoming C o n t i n e n t a l  D i v i d e  Snowmobile Traj .1 
c o n c e p t  was s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  Lande r ,  Wyoming Economic 
Development Commission i n  1985.  A t  t h a t  time t h e  
idea o f  a c o n t i n u o u s  groomed snowmobile t r a i l  from 
Lander  t o  West Y e l l o w s t o n e  and Cody was p r e s e n t e d  t o  
landowner a g e n c i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a i l .  

Ftom t h o s e  i n i t i a l  f i r s t  m e e t i n g s  t h e  idea t h e n  went 
t o  communi t ies  i n v o l v e d  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  t o  see i f  
t h e r e  was i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c e p t .  

To d a t e  t h e  t r a i l  has  been  comple t ed  e x c e p t  f o r  two 
a r e a s  where n e g o t i a t i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  is b e i n g  
done ,  t h o s e  a reas  b e i n g  s o u t h  and n o r t h  of P i n e d a l e  
and  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  Grand T e t o n  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  The g o a l  of: t h e  commit tee  i s  t o  have 
t h e  t r a i l  comple t ed  by t h e  Wyoming C e n t e n n i a l  i n  1990 
and a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  i t  appears  t h a t  w e  w i l l  be 
s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  
Grand T e t o n  Pack ,  w h i c h  p r e s e n t l y  i s  d o i n g  a w i n t e r  
u s e  s t u d y  t o  see i f  t h i s  w i l l  be  f e a s i b l e  w i t h  
p r e s e n t  P a r k  r e g u l a t i o n s .  



Gp-vernar I s  Economic Developme@ Field Tour 

Fremont County, Wyoming 
June 2 8 ,  29, 308 1989 

Schedule of Events 
Day Two 

- ThursdaLJune ---- 298-1989 

7:OO a.m. 

7:45 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

9:30  a.m. 

1O:lO a.m. 

Board Buses 
Natratocs during trip to Fort Washakie 
Wayne Dennis, Local Historian 
Bob Spoonhunter Executive Director 

Rusty Collins, Environmental Engineer 

North American Indian Heritage 
Center, 

Landmark Reclamation 

Arrive Senior Citizen Center, 

Breakfast (sponsored by 
Fort Washakie, 

Economic Development and 
Stablization Board) 

View Indian Crafts 

Board Buses 
Narrator during trip to Winkleman Dome 
John Washakie, Chairman, Shoshone 

David Allison, Superintendent, Wind 
Business Council, 

River Reservation Bureau of 
Indian Affairs 

Arrive Winkleman Dome 
Gus Kechler, AMOCO Oil CO., Fort 

Was ha k ie 

Board Buses 
Narrators during trip to Dubois 
John Washakie, Chairman, Shoshone 

Business Council, 
Ralph Urbigkeit, Rancher and County 

Commissioner, Crowheart, 
John Talbott, District Supervisor, 

Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 
David Allison, Superintendent, 

Wind River Reservation, 
Richard Baldes, Supervisor U.S. Fish & 

Wi.Ldlife Service 
Jack Kelly, Area Manager, Bureau of 

Land Management 
Art Quintana, District Ranger, 

U.S. Forest Service 



11:OO a.m. 

11:10 a.m. 

12:OO noon 

1:30 p.m. 

3:OO p.m.  

3 : 3 0  p.m. 

4:15 p,m. 

5:OO p.m. 

5 : 3 0  p.m. 

Arrive Dinwoody Lake 
John Washakie, Chairman, Shoshone 

Business Council, 
Greg Kerr, Water Research Center, 

University of Wyoming 

Leave Dinwoody Lake Area 

Arrive Dubois 
Lunch (sponsored by the Town of Dubois) 

Program: Vance Ponton, Mayor, Town of 

Whiskey Mountain Buckskinners 

& Dubois Outfitters 

Dubois 

Board Buses 
Narrators during t r i p  to Togwotee Pass 

Patrick Neary, Town Adminstrator, Dubois 
Ron Paris, President of Chamber of 

Thomas Portice, District Ranger, Shoshone 

Kay Bowles, Wyoming Game & Fish Dept. 
Craig Sorensen, Bureau of Land Management 

Area 8 

Commerce 

National Forest 

Tour: Upper Wind River Valley to 

Highlights: 
Togwotee Pass 

Local Cattle & Agricultural Ranches 
Dude Ranches 
Historic Sites 
National Forests 
Snowmobile Country 
Timber Opportunities 
Outfitting, hunting, fishing 
Camping Opportunities 

Arrive at scenic turnout --Teton view 

Board Buses 

Arr ive  Dubois. tree time to visit Dubois 
shopping area 

Board Buses 
Nacrator: Scott Ratliff, State 

Representative 

Arrive Diversion Dam * Midvale Irrigation 
Nacrators during trip through the Midvale 

Dennis Horton, Fremont County Barley 
I c r  iga tion District , 

I ndu s t ~t y , 



B i l l  Brown. Irrigation District Manager 
Ken Asay, Wyoming Game & Fish Dept. Ret., 
Richard  Klein, A l f a l f a  Gcowner 
Frank Philp, Fremont County Wool 

Growers Association, 
Don B r o s z ,  Engineer, University of 

Wyoming 

7:OO p.m. Arrive Holiday Inn 

7:15 p.m. Social Hour and Buffet 

Program: Business Rendezvous 



UUBOIS COMMUNITY 
OVERVIEW 



DUBOIS -- 

' They say t h e  t r u e  West i.s gone.  The r a n c h e s  have been 
s u b d i v i d e d .  The game has been hun ted  o u t .  The  
w i l d e r n e s s  i s  o v e r r u n  w i t h  p e o p l e .  Everyone  is  t r y i n g  
t o  s e l l  you someth ing .  

It' you buy t h a t ,  you h a v e n ' t  been t o  Dubois .  

From a n c i e n t  times, when Shoshone and o t h e r  I n d i a n  
t r i b e s  used  t o  w i n t e r  here i n  t h e  R'warm va l l eyRa ,  t h e  
p e o p l e  who l ive  i n  t h e  Upper  Wind River V a l l e y  have 
c h e r i s h e d  i t s  b e a u t y  and g e n t l e  c l imate .  The town 
began o v e r  a c e n t u r y  ago  w i t h  a small  p o s t  o f f i c e  on  
Horse C r e e k  n e a r  t h e  Wind River,  I t  grew up a t  t h e  
t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  when s t r a p p i n g  S c a n d i n a v i a n  
t r e e c u t t e r s  t o o k  t h e i r  broad-axes  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  t o  c u t  
t ies  and  f l o a t e d  them down t h e  r iver  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

Dubois  today rema ins  a small  town w i t h  small town 
ways : Wo r k i n g  r a n c h e s  , OIJ t f  i t  t e r  s , a r t  is  ts , craf t smen 
and  Loggers ,  mix i n  a n  area t h a t  o f f e r s  c o n v e n i e n t  
services and  accommodat ions to r e s i d e n t s  and  v i s i t o r s  
a l i k e .  Dubois  is a town f o r  a l l  s e a s o n s .  You w i l l  
f i n d  e x c i t i n g  a d v e n t u r e ,  peace and s e r e n i t y ,  and  
g e n e r o u s  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  

IN SPRING: The s e a s o n  opens  w i t h  t h e  town's a n n u a l  T i e  
Hack D i n n e r ,  commemorating t h e  days when hungry  t i e  
h a c k s  r o d e  t h e i r  l o g s  down t h e  t i v e r  t o  R i v e t t o n ' s  
r a i l r o a d .  T h i s  is one  of t h e  best times t o  view t h e  
b i g h o r n  s h e e p  and t h e i r  Lambs. The 9 -ho le  Dubois  golf 
c o u r s e  is open ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  museum and t h e  w i l d l i f e  
museum welcome v i s i t o r s ,  and t h e  p r e - r u n o f f  f i s h i n g  i s  
t e r  r i f  i c .  I t l s  a f a v o r i t e  t i m e  f o r  a r t i s t s  and 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  when t h e  w i l d l i f e  emerges and t h e  p e a k s  
a r e  s h e d d i n g  t h e i r  d r a p e r i e s  of.' snow. 

IN SIJMMER: T h i s  is t h e  busy  s e a s o n ,  b u t  t h e  abundance  
of w i l d  c o u n t r y  a round  Dubois  m a k e s  escape and pr ivacy  
easy  t o  come by, neve r  more t h a n  a s h o r t  d r i v e  or h i k e  



away T h i s  is when climbers scale summits l i k e  
Klond ike  Peak ,  when R V ' s  make  t h e i r  way t o  campgrounds 
and  f i s h i n g  h o l e s ,  and h o r s e p a c k e r s  ca r ry  r iders  deep  
i n t o  t h e  w i l d s  of Ye l lows tone  backcoun t ry .  Main Street  
is busy,  w i t h  w a r e s  r a n g i n g  f rom I n d i a n  j e w e l r y  t o  
o u t d o o r  equ ipmen t ,  t o  food  and t o  a r t w o r k .  
E n t e r t a i n m e n t  i s  a n  e v e r y - n i g h t  p o t l u c k ,  w i t h  l i ve  
music ,  s q u a r e  d a n c i n g  and a v a r i e t y  of t a l e n t .  
Trave l le rs  h e a d i n g  for Y e l l o w s t o n e  o r  Grand T e t o n  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  take a b r e a k  i n  Dubo i s . .  .and o f t e n , t h a t ' s  
a s  f a r  a s  they  go.  

IN FALL: Dubois  r a n k s  a s  one  of t h e  f a v o r i t e  h u n t i n g  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  h u n t e r s  b o t h  i n - s t a t e  and f rom a round  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  A l i m i t e d  number of b i g h o r n  s h e e p  permits  
a r e  i s s u e d  a n n u a l l y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  e l k ,  deer,  a n t e l o p e ,  
b e a r  and moun ta in  l i o n .  Some of t h e  b igges t  brown and 
c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t  of t h e  s e a s o n  a re  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  f a l l .  
Fo r  o t h e r s ,  i t ' s  s i m p l y  a time of q u i e t  m a g n i f i c e n t  
b e a u t y ,  a c h a n c e  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  i n  a n  uncrowded, 
unma t c ha b l e  set  t i ng . 
I N  WINTER: The l a n d s c a p e  is w h i t e ,  b u t  t h e  snow is  
n e v e r  a h i n d r a n c e ,  because  warm mounta in  winds  melt i t  
away i n  t h e  town. Over 100 miles of snowmobile t r a i l s ,  
groomed c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i  a r e a s ,  and ice f i s h i n g  on  
e a s y - t o - - g e t - - t o  l akes  make t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  a time of 
g r e a t  a d v e n t u r e .  

Dubois  l i e s  i n  Wyoming's "banana  b e l t " ,  where Chinook 
winds  f l o w  g e n t l y  o f f  t h e  Wind River Moun ta ins ,  c o o l i n g  
i n  t h e  summer, warming i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  A t i a r a  of 
wonders  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  town: e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p a s t e l s  
p a i n t  t h e  s a n d s t o n e  ' t bad lands l l  t o  t h e  e a s t ;  t h e  
g l ac i e r - f ed  ' lakes  s p a r k l e  i n  t h e  Wind River: Mounta ins  
t o  t h e  w e s t ;  b e a u t i f u l  a l p i n e  meadows a l t e r n a t e  w i t h  
jagged peaks  i n  t h e  Absaroka  Mounta ins  t o  t h e  n o r t h ;  
and  s a g e b r u s h  p l a i n s  a r e  home t o  s u n  d a n c e s  and o t h e r  
c e r e m o n i e s  on  t h e  Wind River I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  T h e r e  is no p lace  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  w i t h  a comparab le  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of w i l d l i f e .  
The l a rges t  Rocky Mounta in  b i g h o r n  s h e e p  he rd  i n  t h e  
wor ld  wanders  down t h e  f l a n k  of Whiskey Mounta in  every 
yea r ,  and there  a r e  moose, e l k ,  deer ,  a n t e l o p e ,  bear 
and  mounta in  l i o n s  t o  view and h u n t .  

The Upper Wind River V a l l e y  

A s  you leave t h e  s a g e b r u s h  p l - a i n s  of t h e  lower c o u n t y  
and  t h e  Wind R i v e r  I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  you e n t e r  the  
Upper  Wind River V a l l e y  and! t h e  Dubois  a rea .  The 
highway f o l l o w s  t h e  t w i s t s  and t u r n s  of t h e  Wind River, 
and  is  b racke ted  by t h e  b a d l a n d s  on  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  
f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Wind River Mounta ins  on  t h e  s o u t h .  
The u p p e r  reaches of t h e  v a l l e y  i n c l u d e  some of t h e  



c o n t i n e n t ' s  most w i l d  and s p e c t a c u l a r  c o u n t r y .  
L i t e r a l l y  s u r r o u n d e d  by N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s ,  W i l d e r n e s s  
Areas, and t h e  R e s e r v a t i o n  i s  t h e  town of Dubois ,  which  
s e r v e s  a s  t h e  commercial  hub f o r  t h e  upper  v a l l e y  and 
t h e  s t a r t i n g  p lace  f o r  your  w i l d e r n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e .  

N a t u r e  has  blessed t h e  Dubois  a r e a  w i t h  a n  abundance  of 
w i l d l i f e  and n a t u r a l  b e a u t y .  The l a r g e s t  herd  of 
b i g h o r n  s h e e p  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  res ide a t  Whiskey 
Mounta in ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  of Dubois ,  and c a n  be viewed 
from town. G r i z z l y  and b l a c k  bear, mounta in  Lion, 
moose, e l k ,  deer and  a n t e l o p e  a r e  a l l  p r e s e n t  in t h e  
va l ley .  Bo th  t h e  Bald and Golden Eagle i n h a b i t  t h e  
a r ea ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s a n d h i l l  and whooping c r a n e s ,  g r e a t  
b l u e  h e r o n s  and a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of w a t e r f o w l  and 
s o n g b i r d s .  F i s h  i n c l u e d  t r o u t  species s u c h  a s  Golden ,  
Rainbow, C u t t h r o a t ,  Brook, Brown and Mackinaw, and 
o t h e r  game f i s h .  

Wyoming's h i g h e s t  m o u n t a h ,  G a n n e t t  P e a k  ( 1 3 , 8 0 4 )  i s  
n e a r b y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a la rge  number of o t h e r  h i g h  peaks .  
The  most e x t e n s i v e  g l a c i e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  a l s o  
access ib le  from Dubois ,  and  have carved a w e - i n s p i r i n g  
v a l l e y s  and deep  l a k e s  f u l l  of f i s h .  Two n a t u r a l  
b r i d g e s  a r e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and  a geyser, a p e t r i f i e d  
f o r e s t ,  e x t e n s i v e  b a d l a n d s  a re  a l s o  here f o r  t h e  
v i s i t o r s  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Nearly every v a l l e y  has I n d i a n  
p e t r o g l y p h s ,  m y s t e r i o u s  and i n t r i g u i n g .  

A t  t h e  headwaters of t h e  r iver ,  mounta in  t r a i l s  and 
passes r a d i a t e  l i k e  t h e  s p o k e s  of a wheel t o  p r o v i d e  
access t o  t h e  Shoshone,  B r i d g e  and T e t o n  N a t i o n a l  
F o r e s t s  and t h e  Washakie,  F i t z p a t r i c k ,  Br idge  and T e t o n  
W i l d e r n e s s  a reas .  

It' you l o v e  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and  i f  you l o v e  w i l d l i f e ,  
y o u t l L  l o v e  Dubois!  

The Town of Dubois  

Founded i n  1886 a t  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  of t h e  Wind River and 
Horse  C r e e k ,  Dubois  i s  a f u l l  service community which 
s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  w e s t e r n  f l a v o r .  I n  t h e  o lder  
s e c t i o n s  of town, there a r e  many l o g  c a b i n s  s t i l l  i n  
u s e  as  r e s i d e n c e s ;  and on  t h e  main t h o r o u g h f a r e ,  
Ramshorn S t r e e t ,  there  a re  s t i l l  log b u i l d i n g s ,  wooden 
s t o r e f r o n t s  and  s i d e w a l k s ,  and a d i s t i n c t l y  r u s t i c  
a tmosphe re .  S c e n i c  v i s t a s  of moun ta ins  and b a d l a n d s  
c a n  be e n j o y e d  f rom anywhere i n  town, and w i l d l i f e  is  
e v e r  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  moose w i n t e r i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r iver  and 
i n  backya rds ,  and ba ld  eagles  c r u i s i n g  t h e  r i ve r  f o r  
i t s  abundan t  t r o u t .  B ighorn  s h e e p ,  e l k  and deer c a n  be 
s e e n  on s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s i d e s ;  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  n e s t  i n  
t h e  w e t l a n d s  n e a r  town. I n  t h e  p a s t ,  Dubois  was 
o r i e n t e d  towards  t h e  f o r e s t s ,  moun ta ins  and w i l d  game 
and we  s t i l l  a r e  today!  

( 4 8 )  



Duhois is a yateway commiinity t o  the YeLLawstone and 
Grand T e t o n  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  and  y e t  is  r e l a t i v e l y  
unknown. Of t h e  three t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  
t h e  p a r k s  from Wyoming, Dubois  is t h e  l eas t  deve loped  
and  has ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  of undeveloped  
p o t e n t i a l .  The town is s t i l l  small ,  q u a i n t  and 
f r i e n d l y ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  t r a f f i c ,  c l u t t e r  and rampant  
deve lopment  ot' t h e  s t e r e o t y p i c  ' ' t o u r i s t  t r a p " .  Y e t  
Uubois  is o n l y  2 5  miles f a r t h e r  from t h e  ga t e s  of 
Y e l l o w s t o n e  t h a n  J a c k s o n ,  and t h e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  p a r k  i s  
o v e r  a r e c e n t l y  d e s i g n a t e d  Wyoming C e n t e n n i a l  S c e n i c  
Highway. The  community hopes  t o  c o n t r o l  i t s  
development  i n  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  manner,  t o  l e a r n  fxom t h e  
mis t akes  of o t h e r s  and r e t a i n  ou r  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  
and n a t u r a l  b e a u t y .  

'Dubois is t h e  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  s e r v i n g  t h e  
c a t t l e  and g u e s t  r a n c h e s ,  t h e  f o r e s t e r s  and o u t f i t t e r s ,  
t h e  townspeople  and t o u r i s t s .  Two of o u r  s t o r e s ,  
W e l t y l s  and t h e  Dubois  M e r c a n t i l e ,  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  R e g i s t r y  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  a t t e s t i n g  t o  
t h e i r  Long years of se rv ice  t o  t h e  community. The o l d  
maxim fits Uubois  - "If you c a n ' t  f i n d  i t  i n  
Dubo i s . .  .you p r o b a b l y  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  need i t  anyway!" 

-.- A B r i e f  --- H i s t o r y  of Dubois  

I n  p r e h i s t o r i c  times, t h e  Shoshone I n d i a n s  c a l l e d  t h e  
Dubois  a rea  t h e  l l v a l l e y  of t h e  warm winds"  due  t o  t h e  
mi ld  w i n t e r s ,  and o f t e n  w i n t e r e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y s  
themselves. The re  a r e  e x t e n s i v e  p e t r o g l y p h s  i n  many of 
t h e  a d j o i n i n g  v a l l e y s ,  o l d  teepee r i n g s ,  and game t r a p s  
a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  Due t o  t h e  many passes a t  t h e  head 
of t h e  v a l l e y ,  t h e  upper  Wind Kiver was a l s o  a t rave l  
c o r r i d o r  f o r  war p a r t i e s ,  and  many t r i bes  d i s p u t e d  t h e  
h u n t i n g  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Crow and Blackfee t .  

The f i r s t  w h i t e  man i n  t h e  area was p r o b a b l y  J o h n  
C o l t e r ,  who l e f t  t h e  L e w i s  and C l a r k  e x p e d i t i o n  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  r e t u r n  i n  1806. I t  was C o l t e r  who f i r s t  made 
known t h e  wonders  of t h e  Ye l lows tone  c o u n t r y ,  a l t h o u g h  
i t  was deemed a f a n t a s y  and named V o l t e P s  H e l l t 1 .  The 
A s t o r i a n s ,  on t h e i r  way t o  Oregon c o u n t r y  i n  1811, 
t r a v e l e d  up t h e  va l l ey  and over what is  now Union 
Pass. The  r o m a n t i c  e r a  of t h e  Mounta in  Man w i t n e s s e d  
many e x p e d i t i o n s  u s i n g  t h e  v a l l e y  a s  a c o r r i d o r  t o  t h e  
r i c h  t'ut in t h e  r e g i o n ,  and a s  a r o u t e  t o  t h e  many 
r endezvous  i n  t h e  lower Wind River v a l l e y .  

I n  1867, t h e  Shoshone l n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and l a s t i n g  peace came t o  t h e  v a l l e y .  
Whi te  s e t t l e r s  came t o  t h e  u p p e r  v a l l e y  soon 
t h e r e a f t e r ,  and i n  1886, a f a m i l y  from Iowa began a 
homestead n o t  far f rom the p r e s e n t  L o c a t i o n  of Uubois .  



In 1889, a post office was established. Originally 
known as "Never Sweat" due to the temperate summer 
climate, the name Dubois came from a prominent senator 
from Idaho. 

Dubois has a long history in association with the 
timber industry. Beginning in 1914, the Wyoming Tie 
and Timber Company began supplying the CB&Q railroad 
with ties. Ties were hewn from timbers by a man with a 
broadaxe, and stacked to dry in the summer. During the 
winter, they were sledded over the snow to one of the 
t i e  flumes b u i l d  in the mountain valleys. The valley 
flumes carried the ties to the Wind River where the 
high spring water floated the ties to the railhead at 
River ton. "Tie-haCkeLS", as they were called, were 
often Scandinavians Itwho could plane a log so smooth 
with an axe that one could dun a hand across them 
without picking up a single splinter". The tie hack 
operation continued until 1946, producing up to 400#000 
ties annually. 

Timbering continued to be a major industry in the 
valley and, until recently, the Louisiana-Pacific saw 
mill was one of the largest and fastest in the Rocky 
Mountain region. Logs of Lodgepole Pine and Engleman 
Spruce were cut from the surrounding National Forests 
and the mill produced from 180,000 to 2OO,OOO board 
feet of studs per shift. When supplies of timber were 
reduced by federal management policies, the mill was 
forced to stop operations. At present, the Darwin 
Wilson Mill is the largest timber operation in Dubois, 
utilizing 3-4  million board feet of timber annually. 

Dubois is proud of its western heritage and many cattle 
and guest ranches are still in operation today. Every 
year, the cattLe are driven through the streets of 
Dubois on their way to and from the summer ranges. 

In all the years that have past, and all the Indians, 
trappers, settlers, ranchers and loggers that have 
inhabited the valley around Dubois, the essential and 
everlasting beauty of the land has remained 
undiminished. The wildlife flourishes, the air and 
water is pure, and the land is still fertile. Blessed 
by a relatively mild climate in both summer and winter, 
Dubois is a wonderful place to Live, work and play. 

Future Development Issues and Opportunities 

An extensive study has been performed on the Dubois 
economy and resources. An Economic Diversification 
Plan has been formulated including Action Plans to 
address specific tactical goals. Four general areas 
have been targeted for action, including: forest 
products, tourism/recreation, light industry, and 



public sector devehpment. The town's Economic 
Diversification Committee is comprised of volunteer 
civic leaders o n  a central committee, and smaller 
action teams to key on the areas of special interest. 

*.--I Forest Products 

Recently, a Timberr: Products Revitalization Study was 
conducted by the town with the aid of the Wyoming 
Economic Development and Stabilization Board. This 
study examined the timber resources available to the 
potential Dubois operator , sought prospective companies 
interested in opening a new mill in town and prepared 
financial analyses for those expressing a strong 
interest in Dubois. Most significantly, the study 
prepared a document entitiled IRA Guide to Opening a Saw 
Mill in Dubois, Wyoming." This document is in the form 
o f  a tutorial f o r  use by any company interested in 
opening a mill of approximately SMMBF in volume. It 
contains a complete description of the financing 
sources available to such a company, as well as the 
status of a l l  key requirements for success, and 
suggestions as to the format of business and financing 
plans necessary to solicit backing. Please contact 
Town liall for a copy of this report. 

Tourism and Recreation 

Tlubois is a gateway community to the Yellowstone and 
the Teton Parks region, but is relatively undeveloped 
and unknown as a major tourist destination point. This 
means that Dubois has a tremendous potential for the 
future. Dubois is isolated by surrounding National 
Forests and Indian Reservation lands, which in the past 
has been a handicap, but which may ultimately prove to 
be beneficial. This isolation has pKeSeKVed the 
rustic, western flavor of the town and the beauty of 
the land. 

Several developments are underway to attract more 
visitors to Dubois and to retain them once they get 
here. They will be listed briefly; additional 
information is available from the Chamber of Commerce 
and from Town Hall. 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is planning to 
establish a National Bighorn Sheep Interpretive Center 
in Dubois. This facility would highlight the "Wyoming 
Widllife Worth the Watchingt1 ot' the Department, and 
serve to educate the public on big game management 
techniques. The Whiskey Mountain Habitat Unit just 
outside of Dubois is the home of the largest wintering 
herd of Bighorn sheep in the U.S. Some 1,000 animals, 
winter in the Whiskey Mountain area and can be viewed 
at very close range during the rut and winter months. 



The herd is a primary source of animals used to seed 
other areas and are transplanted throughtout Wyoming 
and other states. 

Dubois is home to the Whiskey Mountain Buckskinners, a 
club devoted to the mountain man era. This colorful 
group, dressed in their leathers and furs and carrying 
their blackpowder rifles, are enthusiastic performers, 
students of the era, and perform many public services 
throughout the year. The second weekend in August, 
they hold their annual Wind River Rendezvous, in 
conjunction with the volunteer firemens's Buffalo 
Barbeque. The State Championship Cannon and Mortar 
Shoot, and the state Blackpowder Championshie will also 
be held in Dubois. The annual Little Fawn Rendezvous 
originated with a service performed for the Make a Wish 
Foundation, and has become a favorite weekend for local 
children, with nights under the stars, in teepees and 
hosted by the Buckskinners. 

Local interest in the  mountain men has resulted in the  
recent feasibility study for  the Mountain Man Museum 
- and Historical Center. Although in the planning 
stages, the Museum would house artifacts fxom the 
romantic Mountain Man era of American history. A 
library and reseaxch center , with related exhibitions, 
would be part of the museum. Of great interest is the 
living-hishory portion depicting a actual Rendezvous, 
with historical re-enactments of the trappers, traders 
and 'Ishininl times''. 

A f e w  miles east is the Dubois Badlands, a geological 
wonderland of weathered rock that is beautiful to the 
eye and the camera. It is also the home ot' Bighorn 
Sheep herd, as well as deer and antelope. A Dubois 
Badlands State Park is proposed for this area. 

Dubois is becoming known as a national center for 
Snowmobilinq, with nearly 150 miles of groomed trails 
along the Continental Divide. Some of the most scenic 
snowmobiling in the country is available in the 
pristine high country of the Shoshone and Bridger-Teton 
National Forests. The proposed Continental Divide 
-- Trail running the length of the Wind River Mountains 
and connecting Dubois with Yellowstone has received 
recent congressional support and may soon be a 
reality. Snowmobile Magazine recently held their 1990 
prototype testing on Union Pass near Dubois and will 
provide extensive promotional coverage of the area 
during the 1990 season., 

Hunting, fishing and outfitting and dude ranches have 
been a substantial part of the Dubois scene for 
generations. Some of the finest hunting and fishing in 
the country is available. Dude o t  Guest Ranches, have 



a l o n g  h i s t o r y  hers and t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  ma tch  a n y t h i n g  
ava i l a b  l e  , 

L i c r h t  I n d u s t r y  

Dubois  is seeki .ng c l e a n  l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  t o  a i d  i t s  
economic deve lopmen t .  Small c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  
p r e s e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  e n t e r p r i s e s  s u c h  as  Wind R i v e r  
Kn ives ,  a h i g h  q u a l i t y ,  cus tom k n i f e  maker. The re  a r e  
a number of cus tom lea ther  goods  c r a f t s m e n  i n  town, 
p r o d u c i n g  goods  w h i c h  vary f rom s a d d l e s ,  t o  beaver  
c o a t s .  Many lea ther  worke r s  make mounta in  man re la ted  
items s u c h  a s  f r i n g e d  j a c k e t s ,  l ea the r  p a n t s  and o t h e r  
s u c h  memorab i l i a .  I n d i a n  beaded goods r a n g e  f rom 
moccas ins  t o  b a y s  f o r  l ' poss ibLes l l  made f rom Bighorn  ram 
s c r o t u m s  -- a very p o p u l a r  item! 

I n  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  Wind River A r t i s t s '  G u i l d  
has a r t i s t s  of n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  Two 
bronze  t ' o u n d a r i e s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  town, and c o u l d  
f u n c t i o n  i n  a m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  a r t i s t i c  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  

P u b l i c  S e c t o r  

The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  deve lopment  underway 
is t h e  Wyoming Game  and F i s h  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  Whiskey 
Mounta in  N a t i o n a l  B i g h o r n  Sheep O b s e r v a t o r y -  Game and 
F i s h ,  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  F o r e s t  Service and the  
Bureau  of Land Management, manage t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  l a rges t  
w i n t e r i n g  h e r d  of B ighorn  Sheep a t  t h e  Whiskey Mounta in  
H a b i t a t  U n i t .  The s h e e p  a re  ab le  t o  be viewed a t  v e r y  
close r a n g e  t h r o u g h t o u t  t h e  w i n t e r  months,  The herd i s  
very h e a l t h y  and is  used  t o  t r a n s p l a n t  small  numbers of 
s h e e p  t o  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  i n  Wyoming and  t h e  U-S. 
Through t r a n s p l a n t i n g  and h u n t i n g ,  t h e  herd is  
m a i n t a i n e d  a t  a p o p u l a t i o n  of a b o u t  1,000 a n i m a l s .  The 
N a t i o n a l  B ighorn  S h e e p  O b s e r v a t o r y  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n  
i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  game 
management p rac t i ces  and a l s o  t o  d i r e c t  p e o p l e  t o  o t h e r  
w i l d l i f e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  
P r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n s  e n v i s i o n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r  a s  
p a r t  of t h e  Dubois  community complex,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Dubois  Museum, p a r k ,  t h e  Wind River Val ley  A r t i s t s '  
-- G u i l d  A r t  C e n t e r ,  and a c o n f e r e n c e  c e n t e r .  

On t h e  d rawing  board  i s  a s c e n i c  t u r n o u t  a t  t h e  Dubois  
II-- Badlands  j u s t  e a s t  of town. H o p e f u l l y ,  t h i s  w i l l  be 
t h e  f i r s t  phase  of a Bad lands  S t a t e  P a r k ,  t o  h i g h l i g h t  
t h e  b e a u t y  of t h e  Bad lands ,  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  on  t h i s  
n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e ,  and  c r e a t e  j o b s  i n  t h e  Dubois  a r ea .  

The C o n t i n e n t  D iv ide  Snowmobil le  T r a i l  i s  a l r eady  
under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and w i l l  c o n n e c t  t h e  Wind River 
t r a i l s  w i t h  t h o s e  of Ye l lows tone .  T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  



the snowmobiler with hundreds of miles of trails in 
some of the most spectacular country in the world. 
Easement through the Teton Wilderness is being worked 
on at present. 

The Wyominq Centennial Scenic Byway has recently been 
designated and connects Uubois, Jackson and Pinedale. 
Its purpose is to highlight scenic and recreational. 
attractions other than those that are so well known in 
the Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks 

Recently, the Dubois Town Council passed a resolution 
supporting the formation of a Wildlife Park near town 
of nearly 40,000 acres. This project is being 
conducted by the Wind River Wildlife Foundation of 
Dubois, a non-profit entity currently applying for 501 
(C )  3 status. 

The State of Wyoming Game and Fish Department promotes 
their Wildlife Worth the Watching program as a 
non-comsumptive use of our wildlife resources. One of 
the primary attractions for tourists journeying to 
Yellowstone Park is. the viewing of wild game. In other 
parts of the country, game parks have proven to be 
extremely S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~ .  All of these factors lead us to 
believe that the development of such a Wildlife Park 
near Dubois would be economically feasible and of great 
benefit to the community. It is estimated that in 
excess of 50 jobs would be created in this effort. 

The concept is a park-like environment in which 
wildlife native to the area would be viewable in a free 
ranging, natural manner. Very large enclosures are 
envisioned, with overlooks designed to minimize the 
impact of human contact. A Wildlife and Natural 
History Museum would also be a part of the park. 

A primary purpose of the Wildlife Park is the education 
of the public about wildlife and wildlife management 
practices and policies. A university accredited 
wi Id 1 if e r esea r c h 
center would be an integral part of the parks plan. 

ve te r i na r y t r a ining f ac i 1 i ty and 

A major attraction for the public would be the 
inclusion of Grizzly Bears to the park that would 
otherwise be destroyed, because there are no facilities 
accepting more grizzlies. Currently, problem Gtizzlies 
are marked for destruction. The Wildlife Park would 
provide an alternative to killing this magnificent 
animal as a matter of public policy, which is certainly 
unacceptable to most lovers of animals. Large 
bear-proof enclosures measuring in the 1,000 acre plus 
area are possible with new methods, which would allow 
the bears to finish out their lives in a natural 
manner. Athough this is a controversial aspect to the 



park ,  we t h i n k  t h a t  i t  is  an avenue much more 
a c c e p t a b l e  t h a n  killing b e a r s  j u s t  f o r  acting like 
bears. 



NATIONAL FOREST AND WILDERNESS AREAS 

Shoshone N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  - The  Wind River Ranger 
D i s t r i c t  

To t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  w e s t  and t h e  s o u t h ,  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
eye can see, Dubois  is bounded by more t h a n  one h a l f  
m i l l i o n  acres of t h e  Wind R i v e r  Ranger D i s t r i c t  one of 
f i v e  d i s t r i c t s  on t h e  Shoshone N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  

N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  l a n d s  a re  ac t ive ly  managed f o r  t h e  
p u b l i c  t o  p r o v i d e  a wide r a n g e  of r e s o u r c e s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s .  The "gates  a r e  open" and t h e  p u b l i c  i s  
welcome t o  v i s i t ,  u s e ,  and e n j o y  i t s  land--no a d m i s s i o n  
charge. 

The area around Dubois is t r u l y  r i c h  i n  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s .  Near here t h e  " T i e  Hacksl l  c u t  and hewed 
m i l l i o n s  'of r a i l r o a d  t i e s  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  development  of 
t h e  West. Later ,  l a rge  t imber  c u t s  were made i n  a n  
e f f o r t  t o  p r o v i d e  t i m b e r l a n d s  some measure o f  
p r o t e c t i o n  f rom widespread i n s e c t  and disease 
problems.  The o b j e c t i v e  of chang ing  a reas  f rom o l d ,  
d e c a d e n t  trees t o  young v i g o r o u s  o n e s  was m e t ,  b u t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  found t h e  large c l e a r c u t  a reas  t o  be 
u n a t t r a c t i v e ,  and ca l led  f o r  a change i n  management. 
Today, most c u t t i - n g  i s  done i n  a manner t h a t  leaves 
some of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t rees ,  b u t  a l s o  encourages  t h e  
growth  of new t r e e s .  

P r e s e n t  on t h e  Shoshone N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  nea r  Dubois  i s  
t h e  l a rges t  and p o s s i b l y  t h e  h e a l t h i e s t  he rd  of Rocky 
Mountain Bighorn  S h e e p  i n  t h e  N a t i o n .  T h i s  herd of 
a b o u t  1,000 a n i m a l s  is used  t o  t r a n s p l a n t  a n i m a l s  t o  
form numerous new h e r d s  of Bighorns  th roughou t  t h e  
w e s t e r n  s ta tes .  In t h e  w i n t e r ,  Uubois r e s i d e n t s  c a n  
watch  these s h e e p  fcom t h e  windows of t h e i r  homes. 
They c a n  also be c l o s e l y  obse rved  o r  photographed from 
t h e  T r a i l  Lake r o a d .  O t h e r  w i l d l i f e  species i n c l u d e  
deer ,  moose, g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  b l a c k  bear, b a l d  e a g l e ,  
g o l d e n  eagle ,  t r u m p e t e r  swams, whooping c r a n e s ,  
s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ,  g r o u s e ,  mountain l i o n ,  numerous 
f u r b e a r e r s  and many o t h e r s .  T h i s  a r e a  has o u t s t a n d i n g  



opportunities for the hunter, the photographer or 
casual observer. 

Camping opportunities are present in any of five 
campgrounds in the District, and there is one picnic 
ground at Wind Rives Lake. In addition, there are 
about 250'8000 acres of area accessed by road where 
people can set up their camps nearly anywhere they 
choose. Or, the visitor can saddle up a horse, or 
strap on a backpack and enjoy more than 300,000 acres 
of wilderness and undeveloped country. For those who 
desire more of the comforts of home, the Triangle C and 
Brooks Lake Lodge resorts are open to the public, and 
are on the National Forest. 

Brooks Lake Lodge is one of several historic sites in 
the District. It began as a stage stop on the road to 
Yellowstone, and has been operated as a dude 
ranch/resort since that time. It is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The Triangle C Ranch was 
originally built as a headquarters for the tie hack 
loggers, and is near the Tie Hack Memorial which 
commemorates those early, hardy Loggers. The Union 
Pass road was an early route for trappers and 
furtraders of the area, and a historical site at the 
top of the pass recognizes their contribution to the 
early settlement of the area. 

For fishermen, the District provides about 150 miles of 
fishing streams, and almost 1,900 acres of fishing 
lakes. Several varieties of fish can be found, 
including Brook Trout, Lake Trout, Cutthroat Trout, 
Golden Trout, Ling, Greyling and Whitefish. Many of 
the lakes are accessible by vehicle, and boating is a 
popular pursuit. The FitzpatIick Wilderness area 
enjoys a much deserved reputation for its outstanding 
fishing opportunities. 

And lets not forget the wintertime. In the area around 
Dubois almost 140 miles of groomed snowntobfle trails 
and countless acres of open meadows provide enjoyment 
to our rapidly growing numbers of winter visitors. 
Cross-country skiing enthusists enjoy 10 miles of 
marked trail and many miles of unmarked roads and 
trails. Many skiers choose to just l1bushwackt1 through 
the forest and don't use trails at all. 

Driving for pleasure is the most popular form of 
recreation in the United States, and the Wind River 
Hanger District provides many opportunities for that 
pursuit. More than 300 miles of roads open for: travel, 
including four wheel drive roads and a l l  weather gravel 
roads. Many of these routes make interesting mountain 
hike tours. 



Other uses for the Shoshone National Forest include 
grazing of cattle, mineral exploration, outfitting and 
guiding, water for irrigation, and sites for summer 
homes . 
The Wind River Ranger District is a large outdoor 
museum of natural history. The visitor can marvel at 
the beauty of the volcanic cliffs, the badlands, or the 
glaciers of the wilderness areas. Drive the Wyoming 
Centennial Scenic By-Way, view the scenery, fish the 
streams, enjoy the wildlife, or explore the historic 
sites, Slow down, take your time. Discover your own 
favorite place on your National Forest. 

Washakie Wilderness 

The Washakie Wilderness was named in memory of the 
famed and highly respected Chief Washakie of the 
Shoshone Indians and was established on October 98 
19728 from the existing South Absaroka Wilderness and 
the Stratified Primitive Area. The total area of the 
Washakie is 687,132 acres, with 1 5 8 , 4 2 4  acres on the 
Wind R i v e r  District. The Washakie extends from north 
of Dubois to near the highway (U.S, Highway 148 16, 20) 
running between Cody and the east entrance of 
Yellowstone National Park, and borders the Teton 
Wilderness on much o f  its western side. Yellowstone 
National Park bounds it on the northwest and the Wind 
River Indian Reservation on the southeast. The eastern 
boundary is irregular and well inside the forst service 
boundary in most cases. 

The Washakie Wilderness is characterized by deep narrow 
valleys exposing volcanic strata of the Southern 
Absaroka Mountains. Broad flat topped mountains and 
plateaus separate the canyons. This volcanic material, 
much of which is deposited in horizontal layers, is 
unstable and highly erodable, which results in 
irregular steplike cliffs and buttes (The Pinnacles 
around Brooks T,ake are ideal examples). These unique 
geologic formations, plus petrified remains of forests, 
other vegatation and animals and abundant wildlife are 
the main attractions of the Washakie. The removal of 
petrified wood from the wilderness is prohibited. 
Elevations range from 6 , 6 0 0  feet to 13,153 feet and the 
montane subalpine and alpine ecosystems are 
represented. About 50 percent of the wilderness is 
tree covered. 

Fewer t ishinc) .  o y p a r t u n i t . i e s  exist .  t.han in the Wind 
Rivers because of fewer lakes although there are 
important fisheries in the larger streams. Resident 
and migratory big game herds provide abundant wildlife 
for viewing, photography and fall hunting. Elk, moose, 



bighorn sheep, mule deer and both black and grizzly 
bears inhabit the area in varying number up to several 
thousand. Reports of grizzly activity in various 
locations in the Absarokas necessitate that back 
country travelers be alert and take precautions. There 
are niimberous furbearers, including bobcat, coyote,  
fox8 beaver and others in the Washakie. Smaller 
mammals and a variety of birds including the Bald Eagle 
and the Peregrine Falcon also may be seen. 

The summer weather conditions are highly variable and 
temperatures range from the 8 0 ' s  to below freezing. 
Frost and snow may occur at any day of the year in the 
wilderness and afternoon rain showers are common at 
higher elevations late in the summer. 

The Fitzpatrick Wilderness was designated in October of 
1976, and contains 1 9 8 , 8 3 8  acres. It was named for Tom 
Yitzpatrick, a mountain man and partner of Jim 
Bridger. Most o t  the area was previously classified as 
the Glacier Primitive Area and is known for its 
numerous glaciers and mountain peaks. The Fitzpatrick 
covers the northern half of the Wind River Mountains on 
the east side of the Continental Divide and is bordered 
on t h e  west by the Hridger Wilderness. The Wind River 
Indian Reservation Lies to the east. The 
Glacier- Whiskey Mountain Primitive Area is adjacent on 
the north but is a separate congressionally designated 
unit. 

The Fitzpatrick is an area of immeasurable beauty and 
grandeur. The topography is extremely rugged, carved 
out of granite and limestone by the action of glaciers 
and glacial streams. There are 44 active glaciers (the 
largest is 1220 acres) covering approximately 7 , 7 6 0  
acres. Gannett Peak. 13 ,804  feet is the highest point 
in Wyoming and is i n  the Fitzpatrick, along with 
several other peaks over 13,000 feet. The Fitzpatrick 
contains alpine meadows and rock covered plateaus, 
precipitous canyons with cascading streams and 
meandering stream bottoms, numerous scenic lakes and 
areas of virgin timber. 

Many wildlife species utilize the Fitzpatrick primarily 
a s  summer habitat. Elk, mule deer. moose, bighorn 
sheep, black bear. bobcat and coyote may be seen. 
Smaller mammals and birds common to northwest Wyoming 
are also plentiful. There are approximately 60 fishing 
lakes and over 7 5  miles of fishing streams which 
provide excellent opportunities f o r  the t r o u t  
f i s h e r m a n .  Wildlife viewi.ng opportunties are good and 
considerable b i g  game hunting occurs in the Fitzpatrick 



during the fall. 

Because at' the elevation and topography there is no 
frost--free period and the weather is often variable and 
unpredictable. Temperatures vary from the 8 0 ' s  to 
below freezing in the summer. Snow is possible at any 
time in the Fitzpatrick. Afternoon thunderstorms and 
showers are common at higher elevations later in the 
summer, although pleasant Indian Summer conditions 
extend up into September. Trails are generally 
snowfree and passable from June to October, although 
unusual winter conditions may vary these dates by one 
month o r  more. 



COHFi";UNT IY RESOURCES 

--_I----- Fremont County School Distcict No. 2 

The Diiboia Public Schools are fully accredited by the 
North Central Association and the Wyoming State 
Department o f  Education. 

Schools p r i d e  themselves an innovative curricula and 
stringent standards of performance for  students. 
Dubois is unique in that it requires its high school 
graduates to have completed four years of math, 
science, social studies and English. It has hands-on 
and field- based science projects including Expedition 
Yellowstona and the nationally acclaimed Principles of: 
Technoloyy Program. Its social studies curriculum is 
capped with a district-funded international exchange of 
more than a month in Japan. During the month of March 
each year, the entire Dubois community profits by the 
visit of a Japanese contingent of no less than 12 
students . 
The elementary curriculum includes the Junior Great 
Books, the Comprehensive School Math Program (for which 
the Dubois School is a national diffusion network 
site), Philisophy for Children, Wyoming Writers 
P r o j e c t ,  instrumental enrichment and critical thinking. 

A full range of extra curriculars is available for 
students including participation in an award-winning 
hand, yearbook and newspaper, Missoula Children's 
Theatre and o t h e r  dramatic productions, and the full 
range of sport activities. The Middle School/High 
School Library was selected as the premier library 
media program in the state. 

As noted by Chester E. F i n n ,  Assistant Secretary of the 
U.S. Department o f  Education, Fremont County School 
District No. 2 is to be commended for "already 
implementing the recommendations of recent reform 
reports for strengthened graduation requirements and 
f o r  a tich and demanding coce curriculum for all 
s t ude t i  t s , 'I 

-- Telephone Service. 

Modern telecommunication needs ace provided by Dubois 
Telephone Exchange, Inc. Uubois Telephone is a locally 



owned, independent telephone company serving the 
communities of Dubois and Crowheart, as well as rural 
homes and ranches throughout the Upper Wind River 
Valley. 

Dubois Telephone’s central offices, microwave network 
and rural. radio telephones are the latest in digital 
technology. This continuing commitment to full digitaL 
setvice allows business and residence customers to 
access or use Private line networks, DiaL--up (modem) or 
Dedicated Computer/Data Links, Facsimile and Telex. 
l?uLl Intyrated Business Services (Centrex) will be 
available in the fall of 1989. In addition to these 
enhanced communication services, business and residence 
custormers enjoy the latest in a wide array of Custom 
Ca 1 1 i ng f ea tu r e s . Dubois Telephone offers all 
one-party service and basic rates are competively 
priced. 

Other services provided by Dubois Telephone include a 
customer facimile machine, drafting and blueptinting 
sefvices, telephone supplies, personal computer 
ass is tance and problem solving, and custom 
telecommunications system design and implementation. 

“Dubois Telephone.  ,Full-service telecommunications so 
that you can live and work in the Upper Wind River 
Count r yl@ . 
Hiqh Country Senior Center 

The Senior  Center serves all of the senior citizens in 
the upper Wind River Valley. One of our major 
considerations is the distance from Dubois to a larger 
population center for business, social and medical 
purposes. The Senior Center bridges those gaps by 
providing a place to meet friends for companionship, 
share a nutritious meal in pleasant surroundings, and 
enjoy the many activities and services offered 
throughout the year. The Center is truly multipuxpose, 
supporting a senior’s independence, enhancing dignity, 
and encouraging involvement with the community. 

The Center is a visible and vibrant symbol of the 
community’s concern f o r  its seniors. It a l s o  preforms 
many useful services: 

The Nutrition Program serves an average of 4 8  seniors 
daily with a well-balanced meal 5 days a week, 260 
days per year in a beautiful facility located neab the 
center of town. 

The F’remont County Health Nurse provides blood pressure 
and f o o t  care c l i n i c s  each month. The Community based, 
Xn-home Services Program provides care t o  the frail 



elderly in their homes. 

Transportation is available daily to and from the 
Center f o r  meals and activities. A 12 passenger bus 
serves the seniors both locally and regionally, far 
shopping, medical appointments and social occasions in 
nearby towns. 

The Center a l s o  provides an Information/ReferraL 
service on legal, medical and Social Services available 
t o  older citizens. 

ln short, the Dubois Senior Center is a vital part of 
the lives of the senior citizens of Dubois and the 
entire Upper Wind River Valley. 

Lodging in Dubois 

Visitors to Dubois have the choice of lodging in one of 
eight motels offering a total of 160 rooms with 2 5 0  in 
the area. All are independently owned and operated, in 
the best tradition of the pre-franchise, friendly, "ma 
and pa'' motor inns of by-gone days. You'll find the 
proprietors friendly, helpful, and genuinely concerned 
about providing you and your family with a pleasant and 
comfortable stay. 

Quality is assured by the fact that most of the motels 
are endorsed by AAA. Some have pools or jacuzzi's, and 
all have the modern amenities necessary for your 
c o n f o r t .  

The Dubois motels are suprisingly affordable in this 
day and age of $100 per night lodging - a double room 
starts at just $18 dollars, with a high of $ 4 0  per  
night in peak season. Given the close proximity to 
Yellowstone and the Tetons, these rates are less than 
halt' of other gateway communitites. 

--- Outfittinq in the Dubois Area 

Perhaps Wyoming oldest industry is Outfitting and 
Guiding. Beginning with the earliest explorers, and 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, visitors to Wyoming 
have always appreciated and valued the guiding services 
of an experienced guide. The most famous of the early 
guides may well be the Shoshone maiden Sacagewea. As 
the white man moved west and settled in this, God's 
grandest creation - -  the Rocky Mountains - the need for 
experienced guides and outfitters grew 

Today, after two centuries, the tradition ot' Wyoming's 
outfitters is still strong, vital and a major industry 
i n  the Dubois area. Outfitters offer services such as 
hunting, fishing, river floats, horseback Eiding and 



trips, camping, boating, climbing, backpacking, and 
trip planning. Photography and wildlife oriented trips 
are growing in popularity. Outfitting services can be 
varied and customized to accommodate literally any 
desired recreational activity, ranging from a very 
private wilderness camping experience to a modern guest 
ranch, with a l l  the luxuries and comforts of home. 

During a brief stay i.n Dubois, the vistor has the 
opportunity to take one of several short tours to view 
this truly spectacular country, and visit a major trail 
head that enters into the National Forest and one of 
the three Wilderness areas that surround Dubois. 

One tour might take you to the Fitzpatrick Wilderness 
via the Trail Lake trailhead. This Wilderness is known 
f o r  Gannett Peak, at 1 3 8 8 0 4  feet the highest in 
Wyoming, and for the most extensive glaciers in the 
lower 48 states. The area has the largest 
concentration of Bighorn sheep in the country and 
numerous lakes and streams that offer the trout 
fisherman a dream come true. 

A second tour would lead north to the Washakie 
Wilderness via the Double Cabin trailhead, the jumping 
o f f  point for three major trails servicing the 
Washakie. This Wilderness is made up of primarily 
volcanic rock and contains a petrified forest, a rock 
hounds paradise. Wind and water have created 
formations that tell a facinating story of time, 
interesting to the geologist and the layman alike. The 
wldlit'e most often observed are elk and deer. 

A third tour could take you to Brooks Lake Lodge, a 
National Historic Site, and the locale of the Cub Creek 
trailhead. This is but one of a number of trails 
serving the Teton Wilderness north-west of Dubois, and 
bordering the south side of Yellowstone National Park. 
The area is best known for its abundance of wildlife, 
with large herds of elk, deer and moose. You may even 
be fortunate enough to see a grizzly bear in this, his 
l a s t  home in the lower 48 states. The Teton Wilderness 
is different yet than either the Fitzpatrick or the 
Washakie, as this wilderness is comprised of mountains 
dissected by deep wide valley floors, with lazy flowing 
steams that teem with trout. 

Dubois has many fine guides and outfitters that can 
make your wilderness experience a truly memorable 
vacation. These professionals have the knowledge of 
the area, its history, and its wildlife to deliver the 
type ot' service that our guests expect. A great 
wilderness experience awaits you with a Dubois 
outfitter. We hope to take you and your family into 
the backcountry soon, until then I8good packin" - The 
Wyoming Outfitters Association 

( 6 4 )  



-I__ Dude Ranches  

The  Dubois area offers n e a r l y  a dozen quality dude 
r a n c h e s  c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  v i s i t o r :  who l i k e s  t 6  mount u p  
and lope a c r o s s  an open p r a i r i e  or t raverse  a mountain 
t r a i  1 i n  s e a r c h  of c o u t l e s s  h i g h - c o u n t r y  v i s t a s .  
Though p t e t ' e r a b l e  lengths of s t a y  l a s t  a week, some 
r a n c h e s  o f f e r  d a i l y  rates. 

The Dubois  a r e a  dude r anch  v i s i t o r  can e x p e c t  a cozy  
p r i v a t e  c a b i n ,  d e l i c i o u s  home-cooked meals and g e n t l e ,  
s u r e - f o o t e d  sadd le  h o r s e s .  Other a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  
stream and lake f i s h i n g ,  campfire Cookouts,  s q u a r e  
d a n c i n g  and h i k i n g .  

The r a n c h e s  a t e  s t a f f e d  w i t h  the mast amiable, 
competent  and f r i e n d l y  f o l k s  Wyoming has to  offer .  

Most dude r a n c h e s  o f f e r  Wilderness  Pack T r i p s  and Pak l  
Hun t ing  a s  well. 

Memories t o  last a lifetime a t e  in the o f f i n g  should 
you decide on a Dubois area dude r a n c h  vac 'a t ion.  For a 
comple t e  l i s t  o f r a n c h e s  wr i te :  

Dubois Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 632 

I)u bo is ,  Wyoming 825 13 



1989 Community PcofiLe 

Elevation 6,918 F e e t  
Atea Population 1800 

--_ CEWXtAPHICAL: Dubois is located in the northwest area 
of Fremont County and the state. It is bordered by 
national forest, wilderness areas and the Wind River 
Indian Reservation. The county covers of 6,000,000 
acres and 98008 square miles. 

CLIMATE: Mean daily maximum temperature in: January 
3 4 - 4  July 79.3. Mean monthly temperature in: 
JaIiuaKy 21.2 July 61.5. Mean annual precipitation: 
8 . 8 8  inches. Mean annual snowfall: 13 inches. 
Average annual wind velocity: 10 mph. Average annual 
relative humidity: 13%. Average growing season: 100 
days 

RECREATION: Gateway town to Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks. Skiing, skating, snowmobiling, 
hunting, f is hi ng , ba c kpac k i ng , tennis 8 golf , 
buckskinning, wildlife photography, riding and hiking. 
The town park has picnic facilities and offers many 
recraational opportunities. 

LAND USE: Municipal: 1,500 acres. Forest: 9 0 0 , O O  
acres. Agriculture : cattle, horses, hay, honey. 
Recreational: Federal and state lands. 

EDUCATION: Elementary school, K - 5 ,  with 148 students. 
Middle school  and high school with 139 students. 
Teacher-student ratio is 1:lO. 

CHURCHES : Baptist, Assembly of God, Lutheran, 
Episcopal, Church of Christ, Catholic, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints - LDS. 

HOUSXNX: Single Family Units---- 620, Multi-family 
Units- : - - -34#  Mobile Home Parks-----6 

Estimated cost of a new 3-bedroom home, 1,100 square 
feet with 1-car garage: $60,000. Average monthly 
rental, 3-bedroom home: $300-$350. Average monthly 
rental, 1-3 bedroom apartment: $250. 

-.-_I_ ACCOMODATIONS: Motels: 8 Rooms 139 (250 in area). 
Convention facilities are planned. Camping court: 95 
hookups (possible 250/rallys) 



- BUSINESS: Number of retail establishments: 37. Net 
collection o f  retail sales tax-Dubois: One bank: 
assets of $1287298000. 

MElDIA: Newspaper: Uubois Frontier (weekly) free 
distribution flyer: Roundup ( 3  times a week). Radio: 
AM and F'M reception from other communities. 
Television: Cable and o f f -  air 

RETIREES: Blessed by a climate described as "the 
banana belt of WyomingIt, Dubois has sunny winter days 
and cool summer ones. Deep blue skies and starry 
nights attest to the air quality. Retirees can find 
many cultural and recreational activities either on 
their own or through the very active senior citizens' 
center. The crime rate is very low. 

MEDICAL: A full-time clinic is staffed by a 
physician's assistant, plus medical specialists, who 
are scheduled f o r  appointments on a regular basis. 

Dentist: 1, Optometrist: one day a week, Hospitals in 
Lander, Hivsrton and Jackson a r e  about 80  miles away. 
Ambulance service with trained EMTs. 

NNICIPAL DATA: Government: mayor-council system, Law 
enforcement: sheriff's office, Fire Department: 
25-man volunteer unit. Insurance rating: 8 .  Town 
limits 1,500 aacres. Zoning: municipal ordinances. 
Town Park and Town Wall host many community events. 
Library: a county branch with inter-library book loans 
available throughout the country. 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS: Tie Hack Memorial, Petrified 
Forest, Wiggins Fork Rock Grounds, Winter Carnival, Art 
Shows/Pack Horse Races, Shooting Range, Mountain Man 
Rendezvous, Buffalo Barbecue, Swedish Dinner, Bighorn 
Sheep FIerd, Indian Petroglyhs, State Fish Hatchery 

- TAX STRUCTURE: Wyoming has no state, personal o r  
cor por a te income tax. Assessed Valuation: 
Town-- $-2,872,427, Area--.$14,101,948. Property Taxes 

(Mills): Town- - 100 . 11 Area--85.10. Bonded 
Indebtedness: Town- - $336,000, School---$167,000. Sales 
Tax Kate: 3 % .  

Levied: Town---$ 287,558, AKea---$l8124,187* Tax Levy 

TRANSPORTATION: U.S. Highways 26 & 287. Freight 
Carriers: 3 trucking firms, Federal Expres and UPS 

Air Service: Dubois Municipaf. Airport has a 5 , 0 0 0  f o o t  
asphalt runway (lighted). Bus Service: Seansona 1 
only; taxi- local and Long distance. 



UTILITIES: Municipal Water Source: Wells. Source 
capacity 700,000 gal/day. Peak demand 550,000 gaL/day 
Storage Capaicity: 650,000 gallons. Transmiss ion 
capacity : 650,000 ga l/day. Treatment: none, 
frequently tested. Total hardness----372 pp. Rates: 
residential--$8.75, commerical--$13.75; metered. Sewer 
System: Sewage treatment- Lagoon. Rates: 
Nesidential---&7. 00, commercial-- $8.40. Refuse 
Disposal: method- -sanitary landt' i 1 I ,  
rates--- residentia I $4.20, commerical--$ .75/barrel . 
Private sanitation firm for outlying areas available. 

Propane gas is available Locally from several firms. 

Electric Power: Supplied by Riverton Valley Electric 
Assoc. Rates: basic residential-- $8.48, plus ,0514 
kwh over 20 lcwh; 3-phase---basic $16.97 plus ,05604 over 
40 kwht irrigation phase-basic $11.43 pet hsp. 

Telephone: Supplied by Dubois Telephone Exchange (an 
i ndepend en t company). Rates: (base) 
residential--$10.20 ho. All one-party service. Data 
transmission. Facsimile. All digital technology. 

LABOR ANALYSIS: Type 
Agriculture 
Construction 
Government: 

County 
State 
Federal 

Manufacturing 
Schools 
Transportation, Ut i 1 . 

Communications 
Retail trade 
Financial, Inc., 

Real Estate 
Services 
A r t  is ts/Ga L Ler ies 

Employed 
65 

105 

13 
36 
15 
7 

64 

28 
74 

26 
17 1 
14 

The work force increases substantially in the summer. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

Dubois Multi-list (real estate) 
Box 57 
Dubois, WY 82513 

Dubois Chamber of Commerce 
Box 632 
Dubois, WY 82513 
(307) 455- 2 5 5 6  

Town of Dubois 
(307) 455-.2345 







VAV I LL ION CC);MMUN ll TY 
OVERVIEW 



PAVILLTON'S LOCAL HISTORY 

The  town of P a v i l l i o n  l i es  26 miles n o r t h w e s t  of 
R i v e r t o n .  Separated by o n l y  a f e w  farms and r a n c h e s ,  
t h e  Wind River I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n  b o r d e r s  i t  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  The t o w n s i t e  of P a v i l l i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1908 on 8 0  ac res  a c q u i r e d  f rom t h e  L e e  Mote and 
Walter T h i e s s  homesteads .  The  Town was named f o r  a 
b u t t e  t h a t  r e s e m b l e s  a p a v i l i o n ,  b u t  when i t  was 
r e c o r d e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1908, i t  was m i s s p e l l e d  w i t h  two 
1 ' s  so has been known a s  P a v i l l i o n  every s i n c e .  

P a v i l l i o n  is s u r r o u n d e d  by farms and r a n c h e s ,  many of 
w h i c h  were  homesteaded i n  t h e  days when t h e  Wyoming 
' I r r i g a t i o n  C a n a l ,  t h e n  b e i n g  dug f rom D i v e r s i o n  Dam, 
wound a round  and empt i ed  i n t o  t h e  a rea  now known a s  
Boysen R e s e r v o i r .  

P a v i l l i o n  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  May of 1939  and w i l l  
s o o n  be c e l e b f a t i n g  i t s  f i f t i e t h  year .  Having had a 
t o t a l  of f i v e  mayors ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  
h o l d i n g  a t  1 6 5 .  The  Town i s  compr ised  of many 
r e t i r e d  p e o p l e  and  o t h e r s  who work i n  and around t h e  
R i v e r t o n  and Lander  a r e a s .  T h e r e  i s  a s c h o o l ,  p o s t  
o f f i c e ,  l i b c a r y ,  Town ~ a . 1 . 1 ,  two c h u r c h e s ,  f i v e  o r  six 
b u s i n e s s e s  and a f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  which r e c e n t l y  
r e c e i v e d  a g r a n t  f rom t h e  S t a t e  t o  b u i l d  a new f i r e  
h a l l  j u s t  w e s t  of t h e  Town l i m i t s .  The Town, i n  
t u r n ,  w i l l  a c q u i c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a 
ma in tenance  shop .  

The Wi.nd River E l e m e n t a r y  and  Junior: H i g h  S c h o o l s  a re  
Located in P a v i l l i o n  and p r o v i d e  a major  s o u r c e  of 
employment f o r  t h e  a rea .  Midvale I r r i g a t i o n  and t h e  
f e w  b u s i n e s s e s  a l s o  employ several  p e o p l e .  

N a t u r a l  gas was b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  Town in 1980 t h r o u g h  
a l o a n  f rom t h e  Farm Home A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Rue t o  t h e  
d e c l i n i n g  economy, t h e  Farm Loan Board a l s o  he lped  
t h e  Town by p r o v i d i n g  a l o a n  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a 
ma tch ing  g r a n t .  The Town of P a v i l L i o n  was a b l e  t o  



acquire t h e  remainder of the loan from the Gas 
Committee at a reduced payoff. The Town has also 
been able to upgrade their water system through 
grants from the Board. 

The Town of Pavillion has ready access to recreation 
facilities with the Wind River Recreation District #6 
purchasing land joining the  Town to the south. They 
have hstalled a rodeo arena, two ball p a r k s ,  and a 
park complex with hopes to complete it with a 
community building in the near future. 

The lasting legacy project for the Centennial 
Celebration of the State of Wyoming will be enlarging 
the existing Town Park. The Centennial Committee is 
planning a Pavillion Community, Centennial Week in 
July of 1990. The dedication of the new park will be 
on Sunday; July 1, 1990, followed by a full week of 
fun activities . 



SHOSHQN I COMMUNITY 
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SHOSHONI'S LOCAL HISTORY 

Shoshoni is just a little west of the center of the 
state. It is the gateway to YELLOWSTONE PARK through 
Cody via Thermopolis on Highway 20 and to TETON 
NATIONAL PARK through Riverton on Highway 26. It is 
located S miles from the Burlington Railroad at 
Bonneville. Badwater Lines Railroad Cuns through the 
Town of Shoshoni. 

From Shoshoni. it is 13 miles North to Boysen 
Reservoir which holds 3 6 , 4 8 0  acre feet of water. The 
Reservoir is 17 miles long and 2 1/2 miles wide. 

The Reservoir provides sports of all kinds for the 
visitors as  well as the local people. In the summer 
there is boating, water skiing, swimming and 
fishing. In the winter there are sports such as 
skating, ice boating and ice fishing. 

Boysen Reservoir and the Wind River below the dam are 
a fisherman8s paradise, containing ten species of 
game fish, among which will be found Walleye P i k e  
weighing ten to twelve pounds as well as  Rainbow and 
Brown Trout, large mouth Bass, Crappie, Yellow Pe~ch, 
Western Burbot and Black Bullheads. Ling add zest to 
the winter fishing. 

There are three free parks in the Town, all with 
overnight camping, water, fireplaces and restroom 
facilities. 'Included in the campsites is Boysen 
State Park located 14 miles North of Shoshoni on 
Highway 20, at the mouth of Wind River Canyon. Here 
trailers and campers may p a r k .  Water, picnic tables, 
fireplaces and restroom facilities are available. 

The Shoshoni area is a well known area for hunting. 
Large herds of antelope are found about an hourls 
drive West and South, an hour to the North provides 



an e x c e l l e n t  mule deer area,  w h i l e  a b o u t  two hour s  
n o r t h w e s t  one c a n  f i n d  e l k ,  moose, bear and mountain 
s h e e p .  Small  game i n c l u d e s  c h u c k e r s ,  p a r t r i d g e ,  sage 
g r o u s e  and c o t t o n  t a i l  r a b b i t s .  Ducks and geese may 
be  found on Boysen R e s e r v o i r ,  t h e  Wind River and on 
t h e  d i t c h e s  and c a n a l s  t o  t h e  West. 

O t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  Wind River Canyon 
which  i s  a g e o l o g i s t ' s  d e l i g h t ,  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  20  
miles n o r t h  of town, and t h e  Thermopol i s  area w i t h  
t h e  W o r l d ' s  largest  m i n e r a l  h o t  s p r i n g s ,  l o c a t e d  32 
miles n o r t h .  Copper Mountain,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20  miles 
n o r t h e a s t ,  h a s  a n  abundance of r o c k s ,  p e t r i f i e d  wood 
and L a m  e a r t h s  t o  make t h i s  a rockhound ' s  paradise .  

H i s t o r y  abounds in Shoshon i ,  as w e l l  as  o u t l y i n g  
a reas  s u c h  as  L y s i t e ,  L o s t  Cabin  and Cas t l e  Gardens ,  
all w i t h i n  a 50 mile r a d i u s .  

L i v e s t o c k  is a n o t h e r  i n d u s t r y  of t h i s  a rea ,  w h i l e  
west of Shoshoni  there  is a large f a r m i n g  a r e a  where 
s u g a r  beets, beans,  malt bar ley and hay is r a i s e d .  
A l f a l f a  cubes  a r e  made nea rby  i n  Hidden V a l l e y .  

The SHOSHONI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE s p o n s o r s  many 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Some of t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  e v e n t s  are: 

Memorial  Day Weekend: 

Second Weekend i n  June :  

T h i r d  Weekend i n  June :  
Mid-Oc t o b e r  
F e b r u a r y  (One Weekend) 

F e b r u a r y  

J u n e  

October  

S ta te  O l d t i m e  
F i d d l e r ' s  C o n t e s t  
Tagging Pa r ty  f o r  
F i s h  Derby 
F i s h  Derby 
One Sho t  Deer Hunt 
Annual 5 Sho t  
R a b b i t  Hunt 
Many w i n t e r  
a c t i v i t i e s  
i n s t i t u t e d  by 
t h e  WILD WEST 
WINTER CARNIVAL 
The Shoshoni  
V o l u n t e e r  Fire  
Department  I s 
Annual Bar-€3-Que 
and Auc t ion  
The Shoshoni  
V o l u n t e e r  F i r e  
Depar trnsnt s 
Annual An te lope  
S t e a k  Fry.  



'In Auyust bbS€IOS€ICINI DAYS" is celebrated with a Parade 
and a day in the park with history programs and craft 
tables of all sorts with everything from produce to 
furniture offered for sale. 

PROFILE OF TOWN GOVERNMENT, SCHOOL DISTRICT AND C I V I C  
ORGANIZATIONS 

TOWN GOVERNMENT 

Shoshoni's Town Government includes a Mayor and four 
town Councilmen. The Town Council meets on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at the 
Shoshoni Town Hall at 7:OO p.m. 

COMMISSIONS 

The Town of Shoshoni has four commissioners that 
oversee the town's operations, including General 
Administration, Police, Maintenance, and Parks and 
Cemetery . 
STAND I NG COMMl TTEES 

Standing committees have been estabLished to help 
govecn the town and promote economic development and 
diversification. Standing committees are Shoshoni 
Zoning Committee, Shoshoni Diversification Committee 
and Shoshoni Economic Development Committee. All 
questions concerniny these committees may be directed 
t o  Shoshoni Town Hall at (307) 876-2515 OK by writing 
t o  P .  0. BOX 267, Shoshoni, WY 82649. 

FREMONT COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT # 2 4  

Shoshoni and the surrounding area is served by 
F'remont County School District # 2 4 .  The District is 
governed by a seven member board which meets on the 
first and third Mondays of the month at 8:OO p.m. in 
the board room of the School District. To contact 
the central office, call (307) 876-2563 or write to 
Fremont County School District # 248 P o  0. Box 3278 
ShOShOni, WY 82649. 

RECREATION DISTRICT 

The Shoshoni area includes a recreation district 
which is made up of a 10 member board including 
school board members, town council members and at 
large members. The recreation district is 
responsible f o r  the development and maintenance of 
recreational facilities and administration of 
recreational programs. The recreation district can 
b e  reached by writing to P. 0. 'BOX 267, ShOShOni, WY' 
82649. 
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SHOSHONI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The Shoshon i  Chamber of Commerce is  a n  ac t ive  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Shoshon i ,  a s  c a n  be  n o t i c e d  by t h e  
many a c t i v i t i e s  l i s ted  above .  Fo r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
c o n t a c t  t h e  Chamber by w r i t i n g  t o  P.  0. Box 3 2 4 ,  
Shoshon i ,  WY 8 2 6 4 9 .  

SHOSHONI VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The 20-man Shoshon i  F i r e  Depar tment  p r o v i d e s  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n ,  emergency services and a l s o  s p o n s o r s  
severa l  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  Town of 
Shoshon i .  The f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  may be c o n t a c t e d  
t h r o u g h  Shoshon i  Town Hall i n  Shoshon i ,  o r  by c a l l i n g  
(307)  876-2442.  

MASONIC LODGE 

The Wind Rivet Masonic Lodge No. 25 is located i n  
Shoshon i .  M e e t i n g s  a re  h e l d  on  t h e  second and f o u r t h  
Wednesdays of t h e  month i n  t h e  Masonic  B u i l d i n g .  
Cor re spondence  c a n  be s e n t  t o  t h e  Masonic  Lodge, P. 
0. BOX 1758 S h o s h o n i ,  WY 8 2 6 4 9 .  

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 6529 

A post home is l o c a t e d  i n  Shoshon i  w i t h  t h e  P o s t  and 
A u x i l i a c y  h e l p i n g  w i t h  many of t h e  community 
f u n c t i o n s .  

CHURCHES 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Chuch, S t .  J o s e p h l s  Ca tho l i c  Church ,  
c h u r c h  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  of Lat ter-Day S a i n t s ,  
Community P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church and  Sandy Drive 
S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t  Church.  

BUSINESSES 

B u s i n e s s  abounds  i n  t h e  Town of Shoshon i .  A l though  a 
s m a l l  commiinity, we b o a s t  t h e  IIWORLD FAMOUS MALTS" a t  
t h e  Y e l l o w s t o n e  Drug S t o r e  and b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  have 
c o n t i n u e d  s i n c e  1 9 1 2  a s  has t h e  SHOSHONI GARAGE, t h e  
C h e v r o l e t / O l d s m o b i l e  d e a l e r s h i p ,  new e n t e r p r i s e s  s u c h  
a s  HAVENS ENTERPRISES, a sa l ad  d r e s s i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  a s  
w e l l  as l a r g e  companies  s u c h  a s  C o l o r a d o  I n t e r s t a t e  
G a s ,  enhance  o u r  community. We have full serv ice  
s t a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  self-service c o n v e n i e n c e  s to re  
s t a t i o n s  t o  serve t h e  p e o p l e .  The community has 
three t a v e r n s ,  three r e s t a u r a n t s  and  three m o t e l s  t o  
accommodate t h e  p u b l i c .  W e  have The S t a t e  
Bank- Shoshon i  Branch  t o  serve t h e  people. The 
Wes te rn  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  of t h e  Wyoming R e c r e a t i o n  
Commission has i t s  home i n  Shoshon i .  
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Two I n d i a n  T r i b e s  l i v e  on t h e  WIND RIVER INDIAN 
RESERVATION w e s t  of Shoshon i ,  From one  of these,  t h e  
Shoshone T r i b e ,  I1Shoshoni1l derived its name, meaning 
I ' L i t t l e  Snow1@. 

I n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  Town of Shoshon i  has 
endeavored  t o  a c q u a i n t  you w i t h  some of t h e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Town and L o c a l i t y .  
May your s t a y  i n  WYOMING be a p l e a s a n t  e x p e r i e n c e  and 
your  v i s i t  t o  SHOSHONI a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  memory! Any 
q u e s t i o n s  you may have may be answered  by a n y  one  of 
our b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  o r  you c a n  wr i te  t h e  SHOSHONI 
CHAMBER OF CO&@4ERCE# P .  0. BOX 3248 Shoshon i ,  WY 
8 2 6 4 9 .  

To a l l  of y o u ,  we say WELCOME! 



Covernoc 6; Economic Development Field Tour 

Fremont County, Wyoming 
June 28829,308 1989 

Schedule of' Events 
Day Three 

Friday, June 30, 1989 

6:45  a.m. Board Buses 
Narrator during tour through City 

Robert Peck, Editor Riverton Ranger 
of Riverton, 

7:OO a.m. Arrive D & H Print 
Joe Dennis, Plant Manager D & H Print, 
Robert BUrkhalter, Assistant Manager 

D & H Print 

8:25 a.m. Board Buses 

8:30 a.m. Arrive Central Wyoming College, Riverton 
JoAnn McFarland, Acting President, cwc8 
Joseph Dolan, Acting Dean, CWC 

9:20 a.m. Board Buses 

9:30 a.m. Arrive U.S. Energy 
Continental Breakfast (sponsored by 

U.S. Energy and ARIX), 
Harcy Hughes, A R I X  COrp.8 Riverton 

10;25 a.m. Board Buses 

lot30 a.m. Tour City of Riverton 

11:30 a.m. Arrive Holiday Inn 
Lunch (sponsored by Economic 
Development and Stabilization 
Board) 

WRAP-UP 
Kathy Karpan, Secretary of State 
Shelby Gerking, University of Wyoming, 
Mike Sullivan, Governor, State of 

Wyoming 

End of Field Tour 
Thank Y o u  For Your Participation 

Have a Safe Trip Home!! 
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The City of Riverton combines the pleasure of living 
amidst the most beautiful recreational areas in the 
West with a progressive business community 
successfully competing with industry from around the 
world. You'll find Riverton to be a friendly, 
cooperative community in which to live and work, 
large enough to provide the amenities most desire, 
yet small enough to provide a high quality of life. 

The area has been a breeding ground for many start-up 
businesses. The community enjoys a diversified 
economic base including agriculture, forestry, 
mining, oil and gas, construction, and manufacturing, 
which includes several mid-tech electronics companies 
and a compass manufacturing firm. Riverton is the 
founding community and home of twelve publicly formed 
companies. 

The transportation system far exceeds the needs of 
just about any base industry company. The Riverton 
Regional airport provides excellent air service to 
Denver from which you can connect to major cities 
throughout the nation. The airport is served by one 
commercial airline and several chatter services. 
Hertz and Avis rent a full range of vehicles 
including 4-wheel drive units for hunting or cross 
country driving. 

Freight service is readily available via rail, 
excellent truck freight systems operate on well 
maintained state and federal highways, and overnight 
freight service is available anywhere via Federal 
Express, United Parcel Service, and the U.S. Post 
Office. 

Central 'Wyoming College, a two-year college located 
in Riverton, o f f e r s  a wide variety of continuing 



educational opportunities including tailor-made 
occupational training programs. The RiVeKtOn 
education system f o r  kindergarten through high school 
is ranked among the best in the West. 

Combine a l l  of the above with quality health care, a 
strong financial community, and abundant recreational 
opportunities, ranging from hunting and fishing to 
skiing some of the b e s t  slopes in the country in 
Jackson Hole just 3 hours away, and you can indeed 
mix business with pleasure. 

GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS 

HI STORY 

Riverton was tounded in 1906 i n  the land rush t o  
settle lands withdrawn from the Wind River Indian 
Reservation. Totally insular within the  Reservatfan, 
out history blends- the  cultures ot' the Ampahoe and 
Shoshone Tribes with the pioneer s p i r i t  ot' the 
homesteaders. As a young corsnunity, Rivertort still 
features the "can do" spirit of our aettlkng 
fathers. This s p i r i t  has developed an environment 
which has encouraged people to try new things, branch 
out, develop new industrial and commercial 
activities, whiLe nurturing our base industries of 
o i 1 uranium 
extraction, and manufacturing. Historicalhy Riverton 
has functioned as an airport huh for West-Central 
Wyoming and the CLOS oads of QUE area. Ftosa the 
1838 Rendezvous OUT area has come to be recognized 
for its excellent location. 

LOCATION 

ex t I: a c t i o n  , agr icu 1 tu r e , t iaaberr i ng , 

Riverton. is located in West-Central Wyoming in the 
heart of the  Wind River Basin. The Community is 
surrounded by the Wind River Mountain Range to the 
west, the Absoroka Range to the northwest, and t h e  
Owl Creek Mountains to the north. Yellowstone 
NationaL Pack and the Jackson Hole area are 160 miles 
away; Elilliags, Montana is 247 miles north: Denver is 
378 miles south; and Salt L a k e  City, Utah is 325 
miles to the southwest. Riverton is located north of 
the confluence of the B i g  and Little Wind Rivers in 
the center of a 1,346,320 acre ircigated agricultural 
afea .  

CLIMATE 

Riverton has one ot' Wyoming's most pleasant 
climates. We receive very little w h d  and have a low 



relative humidity. Riverton has a mean average 
precipitation of 8.79 inches with abundant sunshine 
both winter and summer. The growing season is 139 
days ranging from May 9th to September 28th. Summer 
temperatures are warm, 88.3 degrees average for July 
and August, with cool evenings, 50.3 degrees in the 
same months. Winter temperatures are cold with an 
average of 37 days per year with low temperatures 
below zero. The daily average high temperature for 
November through February is 21.5 degrees. The 
combination of low humidity and the lack of strong 
winds allow these extreme temperatures to be 
experienced with little comfort difficulties to our 
residents. The low precipitation helps assure 
year-round access to the community for air and 
highway transport. 

GEOLOGY 

The geological environment around the Wind River 
Basin varies from the famous Split Rock and 
Independence Rock landmarks of the Oregon Trail to 
the fabulously carved Wind River Canyon which leads 
through the Owl Creek Mountains to the Big Horn 
Basin. The area is characterized by the backdrop 
provided by the Wind River Range, which provides the 
jagged horizon to the south and west of the 
community. Wyoming's highest peak, Gannett Peak, is 
located in the Wind River Range southwest of 
Riverton. The Wind River Valley is predominately a 
sedimentary basin formed by the erosion of the Owl 
Creek and Rattle Snake Ranges. Over millions of 
years the basin was alternately an inland sea, which 
accounts for much of the oil and gas in the region. 
Extensive mineralization of mountain ranges has 
provided fertile grounds for gold, silver, iron ore, 
uranium, and other mineral extraction. 

POPUIiAT ION 

Riverton is the retail and business center: for 
Fremont County. The most recent estimates of the 
Ptemont County population were prepared by the 
Department of Census in July of 1984, indicating a 
county-wide population of 378335. The current 
Riverton Municipal population i s  estimated at lO,OOO 
with a service area of approximately 17#0009 The 
percentage distribution of population by race and 
origin is as foLLows: 

White 83.3% 
Afro-American 9 1% 
Native American 11.4% 
Asian, Pacific 9 2% 

Other 1.8% 
Spanish 3.2% 

(82) 



EHPLOYMENT AND LABOR MARKET 

EMPLOYPENT 

Fremont County and the Riverton area attract a 
quality woEk force. Our community has successfully 
supported printer industry research and development 
executives and assembly workers, mining engineere and 
planners, equipment operators, and compass design and 
tooling professionals, as well as the secondary labor 
market to support these industries. The 
attractiveness of the community environment and the 
recreational opportunities available have combined to 
assist in attracting and maintaining a wide variety 
of market; skills. 

As w i t h  most Rocky Mountain area communities, we have 
seen broad fluctuations in the Labor force, The 
county labor force peaked at 18,790 in 1981, and the 
infrastructure is in place to support a substantially 
increased labor force. Due to our geographic and 
climatic condition, we are currently the hotae for a 
number of workers who are employed in the Wyoming 
counties. This labor pool combines with the vast 
underemployment, chronic when unemployment rates 
exceed 14% to assure a quality labor force 
immediately available to any potential employer. 

Riverton was among the first communities to stress 
vocational education in our school systems. The 
secondary education system, led by the James H, Moore 
Career Education Center, tailors programs to suit the 
unique needs of our area employers. The resources of 
our school district are coupled with those of Central 
Wyoming College to provide training programs both in 
the academic setting and inside the employer's work 
place. 

The educational, training, retraining, and similar 
programs available are offered in cooperation with 
the Wyoming Employment Security Commission. The Job 
Training Pactnecship Act, as well as the statewide 
Private Industry Council, have been mobilized to h e l p  
train employees for  Fremont County employers~ We 
stand prepared to assist any business in expanding in 
our county. 

UNION ACTIVITZES 

Wyoming is a Right to Work state. There is Little 
union activity in our county in any non-extractive 
i ndus try . ou L large8 t local inanufactur ing 
enterprise, D--H print, recently conducted an employee 



ballot to c e j e c t  union participation. The result of 
that balloting eliminated employee representation by 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

As a Right to Work state, Wyoming encourages 
employets to locate in our state and utilize 
flexibility in their employer/employee relationship. 
There are some unions functional in the Fremont 
County work environment. These include retail 
metchants, steel workers, electrical contractors, and 
plumbing conttactors. 

FINANCE AND BANKING 

The progcessive attitude of the Riverton community is 
reflected i n  its track record of assisting start-up, 
relocating, and expanding base industry companies in 
securing the financial packages necessary to base 
their operations in our community. Local. resources 
have provided the financing of twelve separate public 
companies involved in all types of activities 
including new technology development, recreational 
equipment manufacturing, and mineral extraction 
activities. 

Riverton has three commercial. banking institutions, 
two savings and l o a n  associations, and one credit 
union. These traditional lending agencies are listed 
here for your convenience. 

Pitst Interstate Bank - Riverton's largest bank. It 
is affiliated with the First Interstate Bank 
Corporation. Local depoari ts amount to $70.5 
million. The local operation is backed by the 
multi-billion dollar assets of the First Interstate 
System. 

Key Bank of Wyoming, Riverton - Has 33 million in 
bank assets. Member of the largest banking 
organization in the state, Key banks of Wyoming 
maintain 27 offices in 25 Wyoming communities. 
Nationwide, it is a member of Key Corp., a 14 billion 
dollar financial organization. 

Riverton State Bank - A Wyoming Chartered, locally 
owned banking institution, provides the smaller 
borrowers the speed and et't'iciency of a locally owned 
bank, while combining their resources with both of 
the other Riverton commercial banks to assist in 
syndicating Larger loan packages. Riverton State has 
local deposits of $18.2 million. 

Provident Federa 1 and Rocky Mountain Savings both 
have Riverton offices and are both p a r t  of state-wide 
organizations which can directly assist local 



operations. Rocky Mountain has current local 
deposits of $33.7 million, while Provident FedeKaL 
has current local deposits of $15.2 million. 

Packaging of business incentive programs locally and 
at the state level are designed to assist base 
industry businesses i n  s t a r t - u p ,  relocation, Of 
expansion in our community. The local fpV@fm@nt ha8 
utilized Industriat Revenue Bonds whenever it has 
proved to be beneficial to the base economy o f  the  
area. Although f e d e t a l  cegulatory cLhuates a t e  
changi.ng, t h e  IDA'S remain availabie to industries 
interested in out community. 

Idea, I n c .  was established to pcovide f i n a n c i a l  
resource support f o r  economic development and to 
serve as a corporate vehicle for t h e  application and 
administration of grants and Low interest loans.  
Idea, lnc. currently has assets of $178,000 which is 
made avaiLabLe t o  bass industry  businesses in t h e  
form of Low i n t e r e s t  b a n s  to assist in statt-up, 
telocation, oc expansion of base industry employers 
in the community. 

Wind Rivet Uevelopment Corporation is an SBA 5 0 3 ( c )  
corporation with a substantial hodding of 1ndust:riaL 
property for the development of base industry in 
Riverton. 

The Small Business Administration has a local off ice  
in Riverton administered through Central Wyoming 
College. Trained staff personnel are atwailable t o  
assist in prepatation of business  p lans  and obtaining 
Chancing through any one of the vehicles noted 
he r e j.n. 

The Wyoming Economic Development and StabiLization 
uoacd, through its offices and in cooperation with 
other state departments, o f f e r  various public 
financing programs. Both new and expanding 
businesses can b e n e f i t  from these programs. The 
programs have been developed to meet the primary goal 
of the Wyoming Economic Development Prograra, which is 
the creation and retention of jobs.  A state 
publication detailing these programs is avaiLabPe 
upon request. 

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATZQRl 

Education j.n Wyoming enjoys an outstanding national 
reputatAon with OUL program averaging 20 to 30 
percentile above national norms. Hiverton's school 
d i s t r i c t  is comprised of one h i g h  school ,  one middte 



school, f ive  elementary schools, and one alternative 
school. The public school district offers a full 
tange of program services for the handicapped, and 
gifted and ta Lented children. 

We are also served by a number of private, parochial 
and pre-schools. The largest of our parochial 
schools is St. Margaret's Catholic Elementary School. 

The Wyoming education system and the Riverton area 
schools provide an excellent education in modern and 
technologicaLly current teaching environments. 
Combining education, activities, athletics, and 
specialized training f o r  a i l  students, the Riverton 
educational system directly supports OUT area 
employers and provides an excellent environment for  
our area youth. 

The capacity and facilities currently exist to serve 
a substantially increased population base. 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Riverton is a l s o  the home of Central Wyoming 
Community College (CWC) which offers eighteen 
specialized career programs and four pre-professional 
programs. The faculty and staff of CWC have proven 
to be a major asset f o c  our county employers. From 
specialized training to direct business assistance in 
engineering and accounting, CWC will work directly 
with any business. All couxses are offered free of 
charge to Senior Citizens. 

CWC i s  the home of Wyoming's only public broadcast 
television station, fully equipped to of fer  
telecommunications t'acilities f O K  training, 
conference access, private business purposes, as well 
as the i r  traditional educational functions. Our 
community college is equipped and prepared to assist 
your business in accessing the world while you remain 
in your business office. 

VOCATIONAL THAXNZNG/SPECXAL TRAINING PROGRAMS 

Specialized training programs have been developed for 
our area employers and a number of specific programs 
are routinely offered in both our secondary schools 
and our community college. These include: 

1. Sales and Merchandising 

2. Data Processing and Computer Operation 

3. Drafting, Computer-Aided Drafting, and Graphics 



4. Auto and Diesel Mechanics and Repair 

5 . Electronics 

60 Telecommunications 

7. Nursing and Related Health Occupations 

8. Building Tcades 

9. Accounting and Bookkeeping 

10. Agriculture 

11. Business Management 

12. Office, Secretarial, and Word Processing Skills 

Riverton is also the home of the Jackson Engineering 
Technology School (JETS) and the Trend School of 
Beauty. JETS curriculum fills the gaps unable to be 
met by Central Wyoming College, concentrating on 
engineering, drafting, and computer-related skills. 

Our system has structured training for equipment 
operation, manufactur ing assembly, and new products 
design to assist specific business in our community. 
Flexibility and a willingness to serve the needs of 
training and retraining our work force is the 
ceception our area employers receive from the 
educational institutions in our county. 

COMMUNICATION 

TEIaEPHONE/TELEGRAPH SERVICE 

Local telephone service is provided by Mountain 
Bell. Riverton area Mountain Bell customers are 
served by a fully computerized local switching 
station with facilities available for data quality, 
remote transmission, and similar communication 
needs. The capacity and capabilities of the current 
system will allow a great deaf of flexibility to any 
interested business . 
Telephone equipment and connection services are 
available from several separate area businesses. 
These outlets assure quality and flexibility in 
equipment and services. 

Long distance service is provided by American 
Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T), American Sharecom 
(WYLON) and U.S. Sprint. 



Riverton area businesses otter radio- telephone 
services, paging services, and an answering service 
is available in the community. Riverton is a h 0  
served by Western Union for telegraph service. 

NEWSPAPER, RADIO AND TELEVISION 

Riverton boasts of the only daily newspaper published 
in Fremont County, as well as a weekly classified 
advert is ing publication which is circulated 
throughout Fremont and Hot Springs Counties. 

Newspapers: Riverton-Lander Advertiser 
P. 0. Box 1702 
Riverton (307) 857-6114 

Radio: 

Riverton Ranger 
P. 0. BOX 993 
Riverton (307) 856-2244 

KVW/KTAK 
603 E. Pers.hiag 
Riverton (307) 856-2251 

KTRZ 
1002 N. 8th W. 
Riverton (307) 856-2922 

KCWC 
Central Wyoming College 
River ton 

Te 1 evi s i o n  : KCWC (Public Broadcast Station) 
Central Wyoming College 
Riverton (307) 856-9291 

Cable TV.: TCI Cablevision of Wyoming, Inc. 
224 E. Fremont 
Rivetton (307) 856-3248 

POST OFFICE 

The Rivertan Post Office provides daily truck 
transport of a l l  mail and parcels from the community 
to the Cheyenne and Denver maxkets. Our community 
receives "next day" delivery services throughout the 
Rocky Mountain Region and traditional delivery 
throughout the wotld. 



HUMANITARIAN SERVICE 

CHURCHES 

Approximately 24 churches are located in Rfverrton 
representing a wide variety of f a i t h a  and 
denominations to serve the religious needs of UUIZ: 
community. For newcomers to our area who do not have 
family here or have yet to e s t a b l i s h  neighbothadd 
friendships, there ace many church-sgansoted s 6 a h l  
events and activities. 

SOCIAL, FRATERNAL RBD CIVIL ORGANZZkTIOUS 

The Riverton community has over s i x t y  raoclaL, 
t'tatetnal, and civic wganlzatioas.  HdCjos coarnunity 
facilities aEe awned and maintoEae4 by Sertoma, 
Sepiternal, &Lk& Eagles, and the daycees, Out 
community supports and nurtures tha spirit of 
volunteerism and civic p r i d e .  

PERSONAL SERVICES 

A full range of pecsonal support facilities from 
health care and physical exercise to group home88 
mental health care and family violence centers are 
available to assist our carasamity nm%d.ents .  These 
services inc lude  Jazz Wocks8 @aut;i..lus. numerous 
licensed child providers including R e a d  S t a c t ,  Adult 
Abuse Pfevention, Fremont County Caungellng Service, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Preraoqt oup Hlome, Family 
Violence Center, and similar facildties and 
organizatfons. 

HEALTH CARE 

Fternont County i s  striving to become the health cage 
center of Wyoming. The new 70-bed R i v e t t o n  Ekmorial 
Hospital is a f u f l  setvice printary/acute care 
hospital with one of the two best equfgva  mdiology 
departments i n  the s t a t e .  

The community is well supported by physicians and 
surgeons, dentists and orthodontists, chiropractors8 
and optometrists. Other facilities incLude the 
Family Practice Center Clinic, Fremont Manor: Nursing 
Home,  and Wyoming Rome Health Care. 



GOVERNMENT 

RIVERTON MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 

The City of Riverton is a Mayot-Council form of 
government. The Mayor is elected at large for a 
four-year term. The City Council consists of s i x  
membecs elected for fout-year overlapping terms front 
three separate election wards. The Mayor appoints, 
with the consent of the City Council, the Chief of 
Police, City Clerk, City Engineer, City Attorney, and 
Municipal Judge. Regular meetings of the City 
Council are held at the Council Chambers in the City 
Offices the first and third Tuesday of each month at 
7:OO p.m. 

The locaL government offers a full range of municipal 
services including engineering and planning, streets 
and alley maintenance and construction, parks and 
recreation, law enforcement, weed and pest abatement, 
economic development services, airport, water, 
wastewater, and solid waste. 

PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES 

The primaty pu'blic safety force in OUE community is 
the Riverton police Department. The depaKtment has 
maintained a 1.5 uniformed officers per 1,000 
population to assure adequate law enforcement in our 
area. Other agencies which provide sewice to our 
area include the Fremont County Sheriff's Office, 
Wyoming Highway P 01, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Wyoming 
Department of Criminal Investigation. 

ZONING AND SUBDIVISION JURISDICTION 

The municipal zoning code is enforced within the City 
and 1/2 mile beyond the corporate limits. Municipal 
subdivision regulations axe enforced within the City 
and one (1) mile beyond the corporate limits. 

ROADS AND STREETS 

The Riverton. community has 57 miles of roads within 
the City. of which 96% are pived. The remaining 
graveled 4% are predominantly ,in lcural industsial 
parks and i.n subdivisions where lot sizes exceed one 
acre. 

PIHE PROTECTION 

Riverton is a part of an independent fire protection 
district. The district provides t h e  financial 



resources to support the Riverton Volunteer Pice 
Department (RFU). RFD is the pride of our entire 
community, a group of 44 dedicated individuals who 
are both well trained and efficient. 

The Riverton Community has attained an Insurance 
Services Office t i r e  rating of 5 tor our cesidents. 
This rating assures the minimum possible insurance 
costs to out residents and provides assuKanCe to any 
otganization that the RFD and the municipal water 
system have the facilities, equipment, and training 
to protect the area. Riverton is also proud to be 
t h e  home of the Wyoming State Fire Training Academy. 

County wide services are provided to OUL residents 
through the Fremont County Fire Fighters. This 
organization is responsible for equipment, training, 
and manpower in mutual aid to the communities in 
Fremont County as well as the responsibility for  
incidents in more remote areas. Our county enjoys a 
tremendous relationship among the volunteer 
departments, including the County, and the combined 
skills of these individuals has p7ovided assistance 
to every possible type of emergency w i t h  
professionalism and cooperation. 

TRANSPORTATION 

AIR SERVICE 

The Riverton Regional Airpott, located within the 
corporate limits of the City, is currently served by 
Continental Express with direct connections t o  
Denver, Casper, Cody, and Worland. One charter 
service. Western Executive hit, aLso serves the 
Riverton airport. 

The Riverton Regional Airport has a primary runway 
surface of 8 , 2 0 0  feet, stressed to l l . O , O O O  dual wheek 
loading. Navigational aids available hclude Its, 

weather) and other necessary facilities f o r  
year-round operations. 

V A S I ,  HIRL, TVOR, AWOS (computerized 24-hOur 

Detailed information on air freight capacities, 
rental cars, fixed base op@rators, fuel availability, 
current schedules, and boarding statistics is 
available from the City of Riverton. 

HAIL SeRVlCE 

The BixLinyton Northern offers freight rail service 
to Bonnevj-Lle, Located 26 miles northeast of 
Hiverton. Botinevi 1 Le Ttans  loaders Inc . provides 



short-line secvice over a 3-mile portion of track 
between Bonnevi Lle to Shoshoni .  

MOTOR FREIGHT SERVICE 

A large numbet of trucking f i l c m s  are located in our 
community due to OUT geographic location as the 
Wyoming f i r s t  cLass city c l o s e s t  to the center of 
Wyoming. Our highway system provides year-round 
access to all of Wyoming and the surrounding states 
via U.S. Highway 26 and Wyoming Highway 789. 

PARCEL SERVICES AND OVERNIGHT MAIL 

Riverton is currently served by United Parcel Service 
and Federal Express . 
BUS SERVICE 

Powder River Transportation travels a reguLar route 
through Riverton and its surrounding communities, 
carrying both passengers and freight. Connections to 
most major cities across t h e  country can be made w i t h  
Greyhound Bus Lines. 

TAXI  SERVICE 

JC Cab, owned and operated by Jerry Cot'felt, provides 
t a x i  service to the Riverton community. In addition, 
buses operated by the Riverton Senior Citizen Center 
provide a daily transport service to t h e  elderly, 
handicapped, or temporarily disabled. 

CAR RENTAL 

Hertz and Avis presently serve Riverton, offering a 
full range of vehicles, from four wheel drive to 
economy cars. Both are located at the Riverton 
Regional Airport. 



CULTURE AND RECREATION 

REGIQNAL PARKS AND RECREATION 

Wyoming has Long been famous as an outdoorsman's 
paradise. The most famous regional attractions are 
Yellowstone National Park and the Grand Tetons, both 
only three hours away. The breathtaking beauty of 
the Wind River Canyon, the hot springs at 
Thermopolis, and the famous Mellls Half Acre can each 
be reached i.n an hour or less. Even closer to home, 
the Shoshone National Forest and Sinks Canyon State 
Park delight residents and visitors alike with their 
beauty and diverse recreational facilities. Hunting, 
fishing, camping, and backpacking are great fun for 
the outdoor enthusiast as are such winter sports as 
skiing and snowmobiling. 

You can journey into Wyornhg's past by visiting 
nearby Atlantic and South Pass Cities, and the wagon 
ruts from the old Oregon Trail can still be seen 
today, a reminder of our nation's fascinating past. 
There are a l s o  several different prehistoric finds to 
explore at leisure including nearby Castle Gardens, 
Mammoth Kill site, and the mysterious Medicine Wheels. 

LOCAL PARKS AND RECREATION 

Leisure time has become so important as 
lifestyle has increased its hectic pace. 
for regular exercise has become 
apparent, Riverton's- 5.5 miles of biking 
paths have become more and more popular. 

the American 
As the need 
increasingly 
and jogging 
People can 

be seen year-round walking, jogging, and bicycling. 
There are 8 beautiful parks in our community spread 
over 57 acres where local residents can spend time 
with family and friends. 

Riverton residents also enjoy an 18-hole championship 
golf course (country club membership required) a 
roller skating rink, two swimming pools (one newly 
opened 2S-metet indoor pool and spa) two bowling 
alleys, five outdoor tennis courts8 a racquetball 
court, and three health clubs. 

Cultural events a l s o  provide recreational outlets to 
our residents. The Pine Arts Center, Arts in Action, 
Z'remont County Library, and similar facilities and 
organizations provide a variety of cultural 
activities to our residents. 



YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Riverton area organizations provide numerous youth 
pcograms to suit nearly any interest. In addition to 
the scores of programs directly offered through the 
s c h o o l s ,  our youth are offered: 

S o t  t b a  11 Youth Soccer 
Girl Scouts Little League 

Boy Scouts  Babe Ruth Baseball 
4 - H  American Legion 

Youth Footba l l  Riverton Aquatics 

Nat'l. ,Outdoor Leadership School 

Baseba 11 

Base ba 1 I 

Team 

L T RHAR I ES 

Riverton is setvsd by the Fremont County Riverton 
Btanch Library in a newly completed facility and the 
Central Wyoming College Library. Both facilities are  
actively involved in inter-library loan programs 
which assure that nearLy any selection desired by an 
individual may be procured for loan in our area.  

The Fcemont County Riverton Branch Library also 
offers youth programs, programs for the elderly and 
handicapped, programs for  the learning disadvantaged, 
surnmtx reading progcams, cultural events, and a broad 
list of other programs and activities. The new 
facilities of the  library and the activities offered 
are a nrajox asset to the entire area. 

MUSEUMS 

The Riverton Museum features a delightful collection 
of local memorabilia. Visitors can spend a pleasant 
hour, or seveta l  hours, poring over items donated by 
area residents to preserve Riverton's history. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Fine  dining, c o n c e r t s ,  movies and plays, fairs, shows 
and sales, bazaars, folk festivals, exhibits, 
l e c t u r e s ,  spotting events, rodeos, tournaments, and 
races are among the entertainment activities 
available to our residents and visitors. The 
opportunities to see and experience are as diverse as 
the people who enjoy doing them. 

1. Dining: Everything from homestyle cooking to 
menus catering t o  the more sophisticated palate can 
be found in our community. Steak and seafood t o p  the 



List of Cavorites, but italian, oriental, w~xican. 
and greek are also popular choices .  Rivetton also 
has several and varied fast food f r a n c h i s e s .  

2. Music: Formal and informal concerts a r e  often 
held in the $ 5 . 6  million Art Center and other stages 
around the community, Arts suppott groups ( A r t s  in 
A c t i o n ,  Wind River Arts Foundation and Riverton 
Community Concert Association) bring to Riverton 
cultural events ranging From t h e  San Francisco Opera 
to the Utah Symphony, There are a l s o  local 
entertainment groups which provide dancing and 
Listening enjoyment. Varied music styles include 
country, classical, rock% roll, blue grass ,  and 
bar bsr s hop. 

3. Movies and Plays: Musical and drama productions 
can be seen  thraughout the year in Riverton and vary 
from professional performances, community theatre, 
and children's acting theatre, There arO also two 
movie t h e a t r e s  f o r  movie-goers and numeious outlets 
f o r  tental of video tapes. 

Other enter taineent opportunities for the entire 
family are lectures, art shows. folk festivals 
(Oktobarfest and Cinco de Mayo), high school and 
college sporting progfams, rodeos, stock car races, 
fishing tournaments, professional snowmobile r a c e s ,  
and much more. 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

RETAIL SALES AND BUSINESS 

Riverton has an excellent variety of retail 
businesses to secve the needs of its resfdents and 
many people from outlying axeas. Earong the many 
comaercial establisttaaentss, there are three major 
supermarkets, outlets for two national department 
stores, two Large discount centers, several 
hardware/home improvement businesses, and many 
independently owned and operated businesses offelcing 
a wide selection of goods and services. 

Hivetton has actively sought to diversify the economy 
since the late 1950's. These efforts have brought a 
diversity ot' small industrial and technical firms to 
the community. Indicative of service is DH P r i n t ,  
employing approximately 220 people in the design, 
fabrication, and assembly of electronic printer 
devices. DH Print has been a strong Leader in the co 
mmunity providing on-the-job training opportunities 
to many high school and college students seeking 
related caceers. 



The Brunton Company, located in Riverton, is the 
leading manufacturer of pocket transits for private 
industry and the U.S. Government. Brunton's line 
also includes manufactuting a complete Line of 
recreational compasses, together with distributing 
Lakota knives and a line of binoculars. 

A l s o  located in Riverton is Bonneville Transloaders, 
Inc. Since 1985, BTI has grown to employ 150 people 
and is the largest ton-mile trucking company in the 
State of Wyoming. BTI also offers strong support to 
the community and has a policy to train its 
entry-level employees through JTPA, working in 
conjunction with the Jackson School of Engineering 
and the community college. 

PUBLIC WAREHOUSES 

A large number of "mini ware houses" have entered the 
market place in the last several years. These 
businesses offer storage for residential, commercial, 
o r  industrial needs, Larger storage facilities 
cutrantly abound in the real esta te  market place. 
The realtors association can directly provide 
contacts necessary to secure storage areas up to 
40,000 square feet to any interested business. 

BUILDING COSTS 

The Riverton market is a buyer's market. Local 
corporations, individuals, and builders are available 
t o  provide new commercial or industrial construction 
on a purchased, leased, or rental basis. New 
construction costs vary dependent on the desixes of 
t h e  occupant . 
Riverton economic development orgadizations and local 
realtors wiL1 work with any individual business to 
provide the existing or new structure which can best 
meet the needs of a business. Several structures 
currently in the market place may be acquired and 
converted for use with specialized lease and/or 
purchase agreements, extremely favorable to any 
interested business. 

LAND COSTS 

Commercial and industrial. lands located within 
developed areas of the community range from .28 per 
square foot to $1.68 per  square foot. Developed 
industrial lands are available for lease from the 
Central Wyoming College Foundation and the City of 
Riverton. 



Lands currently surrounding the community, with 
utilities immediately available for extension, have 
recently sold f o r  .I2 per square foot. Our real 
estate market can offer lands to meet your financial 
and locational desires. 

TAX STRUCTURE 

Business in the Rivetton area enjoys one of the most 
favorable fiscal environments in the country. There 
is no state, personal or corporate income tax, and no 
state business inventory tax. In addition, these i s  
no LocaL business tax. The state sales and use tax 
is three percent o f  retail saLes. Land is assessed 
at eight percent (and buildings at 25 percent) of 
their 1967 replacement cost. Personal property is 
assessed at 15 percent of the cost of new property. 
Minerals and utilities art? assessed at 'LOO percent of 
market value. The total overlapping mill levy for 
business and residents in 1987 was 91.42 Raills. 



JEFFREY CITY 
OVERVIEW 



JEFFREY CITY 
BY 

Carol D. Powe1.L 

J e f f r e y  C i t y  was g i v e n  t h i s  name, o f f i c i a l l y ,  on  t h e  
1 5 t h  of J u l y ,  1957. P r i o r  t o  t h a t  time t h e  town was 
called !Home of t he  Range? A t  t he  time of t h e  name 
change,  there were houses on t h e  two horseshoes and 
two or three t t a i l e r  c o u r t s .  

T h s t e  were, undoubtedly ,  many who f e l t  t h e  o l d  name 
should have been r e t a i n e d ,  among them Mrs. Beulah  
Walker. Her family homesteaded here and s h e  was 
postmistress  f o r  t h e  ranchers f o r  many years. She 
resides i n  a c a b i n  t o  t h e  eas t  of t h e  S p l i t r o c k  Bar 
and Cafe.  Her c a b i n  s t i l l  wears t h e  @'Home o n  t h e  
Range" s i g n  above t h e  f r o n t  door .  

U n t i l  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1957, c h i l d r e n  went t o  s c h o o l  in 
Crooks Gap, t h e n  t h e y  were moved t o  Western  Nuc lea r  
House #l. 'Cn September of 1958 t h e  s c h o o l  was moved 
t o  a q u o n s e t  hut on t h e  p r e s e n t  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .  The 
h i g h  s c h o o l  mater ia l ized around 1967. Prior t o  t h a t  
time t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  were s e n t  t o  Rawl ins  
and Lander and they  boarded d u r i n g  t h e  week. 

During t h e  peak p e r i o d  hare ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 y e a r s )  
J e f f r e y  C i t y  grew t o  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 4500  peop le .  
There were two grocery s t o r e s ,  a Coast t o  Coast 
s t o r e ,  t h e  Ramshorn M e r c a n t i l e ,  Cobre T i r e ,  Coats 
P a r t s  and Auto Repair,  a S i n c l a i r  and a S t a n d a r d  
s t a t i o n ,  an e l e c t r o n i c s  shop, two b e a u t y  shops, a 
b a r b e r ,  three Liquor s t o r e s ,  a small hamburger j o i n t  
t h a t  served h i g h  school  s t u d e n t s ,  and three 
r e s t u r a n t / b a r s .  



S i x  churches were represented in Jeffrey City. The 
Methodist Church was built in 1960. the Catholic 
Church building was erected in 1962. In 1980, the 
large Baptist Church was built southeast of town. 
The Latter Day Saints and the Lutheran congregations 
met in trailers. There was also an Assembly of God 
Church here at one time. Today the Catholic Church 
and the Baptist Church are still meeting. The 
Methodist Church has been leased to, and is 
maintained by the Masonic Lodge, which was 
established here in 1960. 

There has been a Freront County Branch Libtary here 
for many years. Originally it was housed in a small 
building on Western Nuclear property. It later moved 
to a new building owned by the Bloomenraders, who 
owned and the operated the Jeffrey City Metcantile. 
The library is presently operated from a room in the 
Jeffrey City High School building. 

In the 1979-1980 school year, the total population of 
the student body was 633, K-12. The total school 
population for this past year was 70 students, K-12, 
and the population is being projected at 60 students, 
K- 12 . 
The Jeffrey City school system is the largest 
employer in town with a total staff of twenty-six. 

Western Nuclear Corporation had between 350-400 
employees during the 81boom11 period. They now have 3 
employees on site and contract any other work needed. 

Pathfinder Mines Corp. (Utah International prior to 
1978) had 380 total employees and they also have 3 
employees in Jeffrey City now. 

Jeffrey City's total population is listed at 266 
presently. ALL but three of the original Western 
Nuclear housing units have been sold a-nd moved. 
There are two trailer units still on what is now U.S. 
Energy property. The teacher trailers are still 
mostly occupied. 

In spite of the deteoration in population and 
employment, the Jeffrey City Volunteer Fire 
Department remains active, as do the Ambulance 
Service, the Lion's Club, the Recreation Board and 
the school. This past year the school hosted the 1-A 
Hegiona 1 Boys Basketball Tournament and the community 
support of this event was outstanding. 



Other groups a c t i v e  here a re  t h e  J C W D  A u x i l l a r y .  the 
4-H, t h e  Ceramics  Club and t h e  Sweetwater  A r t s  
C o u n c i l .  The  A r t s  Counc i l  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l  system and t h e  Wyoming Counc i l  on t h e  A r t s ,  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b r i n g  i n  a r t i s t s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  t o  
e n t e r t a i n  and e d u c a t e  t h e  community and t h e  s h c o o l  
s t u d a n t s  . 
J e f f r e y  C i t y  b o a s t s  a wide va r i e ty  of a r t i s t s  among t h e  
r ema in ing  r e s i d e n t s .  We have ceramists,  p a i n t e r s ,  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  a r t i s t s ,  f i b e r  a r t i s t s  and 
w a t e r c o l o r i s t s ,  t o  name a f e w .  Several of our r e s i d e n t  
a r t i s t s  give p r iva t e  lessons and conduct  workshops.  
The s c h o o l  s p o n s o r s  and houses  classes i n  a r t ,  as  w e l l  
as o t h e r  f i e l d s ,  f o r  teacher r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c l a s s e s  
and community classes.  The SHOWBIZ Gal l e ry  is  on 
s c h o o l  , p r o p e r t y  and f e a t u r e s  e x h i b i t s  from t h e  
University of Wyoming Archives a s  w e l l  as l o c a l  
e x h i b i t i o n s .  

The f u t u r e  at' uranium is u n c e r t a i n  b u t  t h e  community of 
J e f f r e y  C i t y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  long  as  there  
remain a f e w  of the  hardworking,  dedicated p e o p l e  we 
c a n  p r e s e n t l y  b o a s t  of among our  r e s i d e n t s .  



--------_I__-" S o u r c e s  of I n f o r m a t i o n  

Thank you t o r  v i s i t i n g  Fremont  County  and a s s i s t i n g -  u s  
with a rev iew of our economic r e s o u r c e s .  It' you wouId 
Like a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  County or a 
p a r t i c u l a r  community,  p l e a s e  f ee l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  one 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  or a g e n c i e s  listed below. We a r e  
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f rom you. 

Lander  Chamber of Commerce 
160 B 1st S t r e e t  
Lander ,  WY 82520 
1-307- 332- 3892 

R i v e r  t o n  Chamber of Commerce 
101 S 1st St ree t  
R i v e r t o n ,  WY 82501 
1- 307-  856- 4801 

Dubois  Chamber of Commerce 
616  Ramshorn 
Dubo i s ,  WY 82523 
1-307-455-2556 

U . S .  F o r e s t  Service 
D i s t r i c t  Ranage r s  
600  N. Highway 287 
Lander ,  WY 82520 
1-307- 332-5460 

Bureau  of Land Mamagement 
Lander  Resource Area 
PO Box 587 
Lander, WY 82520 
1- 3 0 7 - 3 3 2 -  7 8 2 2  

Wyoming G a m e  & F i s h  Dep t .  
D i s t r i c t  Office 
260 Buena V i s t a  D r i v e  
L a n d e r ,  WY 82520 
1-307- 332-2688 

Fremont  County O f f i c e  
Univ.  of Wyo. E x t e n s i o n  
Service 
PO Box 470 
Lander ,  WY 82520 
1-307- 332-5673 

Fremont  County 
A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
Governments  
PO Box 1700 
R i v e r t o n ,  WY 82501 
1-307-856-8589 

Economic Development 
& S t a b i l i z a t i o n  Board 
S t a t e  of Wyoming 
H e r s c h l e r  Bldg. 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
1- 307- 777- 7205 

U.S. F i s h  & Wildlife 
170 N o r t h  1st S t .  
Lande r ,  WY 8 2 5 2 0  
1- 3 07 -. 3 3 2 - 2 1 5  9 

Small  B u s i n e s s  
Development C e n t e r  
3 6 0  Main S t r e e t  
Lander ,  WY 82520 
1 - 3 0 7 - 3 3 2 - 3 3 9 4  
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